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PREFACE. 


ee ed 


Tux importance of the Unitarian contro- 
versy, which is now universally agitated, | 
induced me to revise the evidence on which 
Thad rested my faith in the divinity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, The result of my in- 
vestigation is an abiding conviction of the 
truth of that doctrine, as it is held by the 
established churches in Christendom ; and, 
as the manner in which the inquiry is pur- 
sued throughout the following pages is ac- 
commodated to the present state of the 
controversy, I lay it before the public, in 
the hope that it may be useful in strength- 
ening the belief of my fellow Christians in 
the divine dignity of our blessed Redeemer. 

For this purpose, I have endeavoured, 
in as far as it appeared consistent with an 
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accurate discussion of the evidence, to pre- 
sent it in a popular form. I flatter myself, 
that the philological criticism which it has 
been found necessary to introduce, will ea- 
sily be comprehended by the attentive 
reader. I trust he will also find that the 
spirit of the work is that of impartial in- 
quiry, equally removed from arrogance on 
the one hand, and uncharitableness on the 
other ; and, under this impression, I sub- 
mit it to his consideration, and commend 
it to the blessing of God, 


J. W. 


January 1817. 
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ON THE 


CRITERION OF SACRED TRUTH. 


*€ Non aliud esse theologiam, quam grammaticam in spiritus sancti 
verbis occupatam.” LuTHErvs. 
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CHAPTER FIRST. 


On the Criterion of Sacred Truth. 


‘Dus modern Unitarians cannot fail to awaken 
the attention of those, who derive their religious 
opinions exclusively from the Scriptures. Their 
pretensions are high—their exertions are unre- 
mitted—-and the subject to which they are direct- 
ed, is of serious importance. It opens up a field 
of investigation, upon which it is allowable, and 
indeed incumbent upon us to enter, if we do so 
in a manner sufficiently reverential. This is uni- 
versally admitted ; but in the estimation of the 
opposing parties, the value of the inquiry rests 
upon very different grounds. Whilst the esta- 
blished churches in Christendom consider the or- 
thodox doctrine as the pillar of revealed truth, 
it is viewed by the Unitarians, as the support of 
every theological corruption, and inconsistent 
with every thing that is rational and beautiful in 
religion. | 
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Tt was impossible to enter upon the inquiry 
with any hope of arriving at a conclusion in which 
the candid of both sides would acquiesce, whilst 
Dr Priestley and his followers maintained,—the 
inherent unworthiness of the doctrine either for 
God ta dictate, or man to believe,—or, that all 
Christians are at liberty to assent or dissent from 
the representations of Scripture, as, in their opi- 
nion, these may agree or disagree with the de- 
ductions of reason. But the greater part of the 
modern Unitarians have admitted the fallacy of 
this opinion; and we find two of them who are 
distinguished by zeal for their cause, declaring in 
the most explicit manner, that although the di- 
vinity of Christ is a doctrine too intricate for the 
human mind to unravel, it ought to be received 
by every Christian, if supported by the clear tes- 
timony of the Scriptures. 

«If Jesus or his Apostles,” says Mr Belsham, 
‘“ peremptorily and unequivocally declare the 
doctrine of his pre-existence and original digni- 
ty, their evidence must without hesitation be ad- 
mitted.” “ Whatever assertions,” says Mr Yates, 
‘‘ are contained in the Scriptures we believe to 
be true, whether we understand them or not.”* 

These are admissions of great importance; 
and, if conscientiously atted upon, would ulti- 
mately establish the genuine doctrines of the 


* Belsham’s Calm Inquiry, p. 3. Yates’s Vindication of 
Unitarianism, p. 131. Appendix, Note A. 
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Gospel. The opponents of this principle reject 
it, as being, in their opinion, the origin of those 
incredible dogmas of the Roman Catholic church, 
which Protestants of eyery description have dis- _ 
carded from their creed :—but if we consider, 
that it is upon their unwritten traditions, which 
the Catholics revere equally with the Scriptures, 
that they chiefly rest what we deem their cor- 
ruptions of Christianity, this supposition will ap- 
pear to be groundless. It is, for instance, nei- 
ther merely, nor principally, because it is in it- 
self incredible, but because we think it, accord- 
ing to the legitimate construction of the sacred. 
record, unscriptural, that we reject the doctrine 
of transubstantiation.. For this reason, it is con- 
sistently maintained by the Church of Rome, 
that of themselves the Scriptures are inadequate 
for the support of this or any other controverted o- 
pinion; whereas, it is the essential and distinguish- 
ing principle of Protestantism, that they alone 
are profitable for doctrine, and ought to determine, 
in as far as they are genuine and authentic, the 
extent of our religious faith.* “ The only rea- 
sonable question, therefore, on the subject,” say. 
Dr Finlayson, in his valuable volume of Sermons,} 
** must relate, not, to our power of explaining 
these doctrines, but to the evidence on which we 


* My Lingard’s Reply to Dr Marsh. 
+ Sermons by J. Finlayson, D. D. Professor of poe? in the 
University of Edinburgh, p. 81, &c. 
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believe that they have actually been revealed. 
If that evidence be sufficient in kind and degree 
to support our faith, we are bound to receive the 
facts which rest.on it, as just principles of action, 
and as a valuable portion of our intellectual trea- 
sure.” aye” . 
This, indeed, is at once the most becoming and 
the most philosophical mode of procedure: for 
not only in those things which are connected with 
the Divine Being, but in every thing that comes 
from him, there are secret, impenetrable, and in- 
explicable circumstances. This observation is 
so trite, and the illustrations of it, from the vege- 
table creation, the animal kingdom, and the ways - 
of providence, so familiar, that although very 
important, if is unnecessary to adduce them for 
the purpose of elucidation. ‘* If the Scriptures,” 
says a lather of the Christian church, “ be sup- 
posed to proceed from him who made the world, 
we may reasonably expect to find in them as 
great difficulties, as are found in the constitution 
and course of nature.” * - Of the essence of the 
Deity, and the modes of his existence, we’ know 
nothing; and therefore it would be absurd: to 
deny, that there may exist a relation betwixt 
hose transcendent beings, who are represented 
in Scripture as Father and Son, which is incom- 
prehensible by any finite intelligence.{ “ Be- 
hold! God is great, and we know him not.” 


* Origen. + Butler’s Analogy, passim. 
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Irom the commencement of the Christian era, 
but more especially during the eighteenth centu- 
ry, the Holy Scriptures have. been subjected to 
the most rigid criticism; and this has frequently 
led to a display of their internal and external. 
evidence, so luminous and convincing, that. al+ 
though there are, alas! too many practical unbe- 
lievers, we can now scarcely meet with an intel- 
ligent individual who will boldly avow his disbe- 
lief in their genuineness and authenticity. It has 
been placed beyond the possibility of a rational 
doubt, that the part of them which constitutes 
the Old Testament, is the most ancient register 
of évents,—that its authenticity is well supported 
by internal evidence,—and sufficiently strength- 
ened by every genuine document of antiquity. 
The prophecies which it contains are beautifully 
and strikingly accomplished, by the circumstan- 
ces and doctrines which are stated in the histo- 
ries and epistles of the New Testament; and in 
many other respects, the two dispensations so 
mutually illustrate and confirm each other, that 
the truth of the one cannot be separated from the 
credibility of the other. As it was given: by in- 
spiration of God, this volume of Scripture is suf- 

ficient, and throughout all its parts infallible, as 
a rule of faith and manners. By the most: assi- 
duous collection of its manuscript copies, and the 
most minute comparison of their various read- 
ings, Biblical critics have, in late years, done 
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much towards establishing the genuine text. In 
consequence of their labours, it has been almost 
demonstrated, that, with the exception of a very 
few doubtful passages, some trifling omissions, 
and some unimportant additions, we have in our 
possession the documents, as they proceeded from 
the “ inspired penmen.” “ For my part,” says 
Dr Richard Bentley, when alluding to the vari- 
ous readings which were collected by Dr Mill, 
** IT would not lament if, out of the old MSS. yet — 
untouched, ten thousand more were faithfully col- 
lected: some of which, without question, would 
render the text more beautiful, just, and exact; 
though of no consequence to the main of religion; 
nay, perhaps, wholly synonymous in the view of 
common readers, and quite insensible in any mo- 
dern version.” * 

It is admitted by all who are competent to 
judge in a case of this kind, that it is now pre- 
sented to the theological student, in much great- 
er purity in Griesbach’s edition, than in any other. 
As it ranks equally high in the estimation of Or- 
thodox and Unitarian expositors, it may in some 
degree diminish our labour, and render our con- 
clusions more generally satisfactory, if we make 
this edition our standard of appeal upon the con- 
troverted passages. By so doing, our attention 
may be almost exclusively directed, in the course 


* Philaleuth, Lipsiens. p. 90. 
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of this popular and dispassionate inquiry, to the 
legitimate construction and precise meaning of 
the sacred record. In pursuing this plan, we 
realize the judicious idea of Luther, as contained 
in the motto which is affixed to this chapter, that ~ 
theology is grammar applied to the words of in- 
spiration. In doing so, it is not necessary to ap- 
peal to the authority of antiquity. It is compa- 
ratively of little importance, what belief the con- 
temporary Jews entertained concerning the ori- 
ginal dignity of the expected Messiah, or what 
opinion the primitive Christians held concerning 
the nature of his person; as, according to the 
just decision of the great reformer, this point can 
alone be determined by the legitimate construc- 
tion of the sacred record. We know that the 
Jews were in expectation of a temporal prince, 
who should lead them to conquest, and that in 
consequence, they misinterpreted and misapplied 
all the passages upon this subject; from which 
we derive a sufficient proof, that we cannot, with 
any propriety, rest an argument upon their opi- 
nions, or upon their expectations. The belief of 
the Fathers of the Christian Church is valuable, 
in as far as it may tend to establish the genuine 
text of the sacred record; but further it is un- 
important, as those of the present day are equal- 
ly qualified, when equally anxious, to form cor- 
rect opinions concerning all the doctrines of the 
Gospel. These are only to be found in purity in 
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that Holy Bible, which, according to the decision 
of the wise in all ages, as conveyed in the expres- 
sive language of Mr Locke, “ has God for its au- 
thor; salvation for its) end; and truth, without 
any mixture of error, for its matter.” But we 
find from the perusal of it, that if we would ei- 
ther comprehend its purport, or feclits power as | 
a revelation of grace, we must inquire, through 
the medium of prayer, for that spiritual discern- 
ment, that seriousness of disposition, and docility 
of mind, which come only from above. Weare 
told to “ ask from the Father of glory, the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation, that the eyes of our 
understanding may be enlightened.” We are in-. 
formed, that “‘ the Lord opened the heart of Ly- 
dia, that she attended to the things that were 
spoken by Paul.” » We are assured, that “ these 
things are hid from the wise and the kaneis 
and revealed unto babes.” * 

In a mind that is deeply impressed att the 
importance of the spiritual blessings which have 
been brought to mankind by Jesus Christ, it must 
be allowed to be at once a natural and an amia- 
ble wish, to think of him with as much venera- 
tion, and clothe him» with as much dignity, as 
the most elevated representations of the Scrip- 


* As books of general reference upon this part of the sub- 
ject, vide Micheelis, by Marsh; Gerard’s Biblical Criticism ; 
Marsh’s Lectures; Paley’s Evidences Chalmers’ Evidences; 
Sir H. Moncreiff’s Discourses on the Evidence, &c. © 


SACRED TRUTH. 11 


tures will possibly authorize... But although this 
in itself is an amiable wish, it may lead into er- 
ror, if not duly regulated. It may induce us to 
rest satisfied with an inferior degree of evidence 
in support of an agreeable sentiment, to what we 
should require in vindication of the genuineness, 
the authenticity, or meaning of any ‘other writ-. 
ing. The advocates for the essential divinity of 
the Saviour, it must be confessed, have, ina few 
instances, fallen into this error—advanced argu- 
ments, either weak in themselves, or inapplicable 
to the subject,—and marshalled texts in defence 
of their opinion, which their opponents have main- 
tained, with considerable success, to be in these 
cases either interpolated, or mutilated, or figura- 
tive. * It is our duty to scrutinize, with as much 
eritical acumen as we are enabled to exert, the 
standard by which the point under consideration 
is to be tried,—to ascertain its precise meaning,— 
and, when ascertained, to receive it-as the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth for. ever ; under 
the humble conviction, that although the Deity 
has been pleased to reveal a plan-of redemption, 
and has given us, in the Scripture sense of the 
word, to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
grace, the facts which he has disclosed in this as 
well as in the kingdom of nature, must. ever, in 
our eye, be connected with many difficulties, and 


* Appendix, Note B. 
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surrounded with many wonders. * Which things 
the angels desire to look into.” 

It is universally admitted, that the current 
phraseology of the sacred record, unequivocally 
asserts the Humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ : 
but to the majority of his followers in every age, 
it has also appeared to establish other particu 
lars, of which I shall state the most a aia, in 
the three following propositions. 

I. By stating the direct assertions of our Lord 
and his Apostles ;—by pointing him out as the 
Angel of the covenant, who appeared to the 
saints, and led the Israelites through the wilder- 
ness ;—and by ascribing to him the creation of all 
things,—the inspired writings teach the Pre- 
EXISTENCE of Christ. 

II. They establish his aimee by represent-~ 
ing him as being, in a peculiar sense, the son of 
God, and by ascribing to him the essential and 
incommunicable attributes of Deity. 

Ill. They attach vast importance to a cordial 
reception of these representations concerning his 
original and divine pre-eminence. 

These three propositions comprehend the prin- 
cipal points in the controversy concerning the 
person of Christ. In the investigation of them, 
upon which we are now to enter, in the order in 
which they are thus arranged, I shall not aim at 
adducing and illustrating every Scripture proof 
that has heen or. may be advanced, but shall state 
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and examine those which to me appear strongest, 
and of themselves sufficient to determine the 
doctrine of Scripture concerning our Saviour’s 
divinity. For this investigation, the spitit of in- 
ductive philosophy is peculiarly and indispensa- 
bly necessary. It will prepare us to meet, in the 
course of our inquiry, what may elude our com- 
prehension ; to ascertain, by grammatical analy- 
sis, the extent of what is revealed ; and to yield 
to this revelation an implicit and cordial assent. 
It will dispose us ever to bear in mind the soleinn 
declaration, that “ if any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this book ; and if any man shall take 
away from the words of the book of this prophe- 


cy, God shall take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city, and from the 


things which are written in this book.” By these 
impressive words we are taught, that all precon- 
ceived opinions, whether in favour or against the 
original dignity of the Saviour, are equally incon- 
sistent with.the spirit of impartial inquiry : here- 
by we are called upon, not to embody with the 
truths of the Gospel the creations of our own 
fancy, and are thus warned against any attempt 
to confine within the span of human comprehen- 
sion, those divine counsels which, from their na- 
ture, must surpass our present knowledge. <“ If 
we receive the witness of men, the witness of God 
is greater.” With much propriety, then, as we 
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now enter upon our inquiry, into the Scripture 
doctrine concerning the person of Christ, we may 
adopt the sentiment, which a distinguished de- 
fender of Protestantism has clothed in the fol- 
lowing words :—* ‘This, therefore, and this only, 
I have reason to believe; this I will profess, and 
according to this I will live. Propose me any 
thing out of this book, and inquire whether I be- 
lieve it or not: and, seem it ever so incomprehen- 
sible to human reason, I will. subscribe it with 
hand and heart, as knewing no demonstration can 
be stronger than this, God hath said so, therefore 
it is true.” * 


Heaven is, for thee, too high 

To know what passes there: be lowly wise ; 
Contented that thus far hath been revealed, 

Not of ee only, but of highest heaven. 

Par. Lost, B. VIIT. 


ee 


« The Religion of Protestants a Safe Way to Salva- 
tion,” by Chillingworth. 
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*¢ Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.” 
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CHAPTER SECOND. 
On the Pre-existence of Christ. 


Proposition I. 


By stating the direct assertions of our Lord and 
his Apostles—by pointing him out as the Angel 
of the covenant, who appeared to the saints, and 
led the Israelites through the wilderness—and 
by ascribing to him the creation of all things,— 
the inspired writings teach the pre-existence of 
Christ. 


SECTION I. 


Aut denominations of Christians agree in ascri- 
bing a perfect HUMAN NATURE to the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and a very great majority of them also 
believe, that .with it, in one person, was united 
the pre-existent Worp.—They believe so, upon 
the direct assertions of our Lord and his apostles. 

B 
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In the 3d chapter and 13th verse of the Gos- 
pel by St John, it is said :— 

«¢ Now no man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he that came down from heaven, even, the 
Son of Man, who is in heaven.” 

We learn from the preceding context, that af- 
ter our Lord had discoursed concerning the ne- 
cessity of regeneration, Nicodemus inquired into 
the manner of the spiritual operation by which 
this change could. be effected; but our Lord re- 
fused to give any explanation, and said unto him, 
«‘ If ye understood not when I told you earthly 
things ; how will ye understand, when I tell you 
heavenly things? Lor none ascendeth into heaven, 
but he who descended from heaven ; the Son of Man, 
whose abode is in heaven.” * 

These words as thus given, are angus to 
the translation of Dr Campbell, which is not on- 
ly strictly literal, but in unison with the context, 
and in conformity with the rendering of Mr Gil- 
bert Wakefield. f 

T'o ascend into heaven, is universally admitted 
to denote, in many passages of Scripture, the 
comprehension of the divine purposes and ope- 
rations, as exemplified, for instance, in the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit in regeneration, in al- 
lusion to which our Saviour is led to say, none 


. Campbell’s Translation of the Gospels, vol. iii. p. 348. 
Tt Quoted by Belsham, p. 44. 
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ascendeth into heaven, or can comprehend its ope- 
ration, but the Son of Man. * 

With regard to the idea which we are to attach 
to this appellation of himself, it may be observed, 
that as a human being is composed of two. dis- 
tinct parts, a soul and a body, we frequently 
ascribe to the one what is true only of the other. 
We talk of him as an intelligent being, and say 
that he is mortal, whilst we firmly believe in the 
immortality of the thinking principle. Upon the 
supposition that the divine Word was united in 
one person to the human nature of our Lord, he 
might, upon the same principle, and with the 
strictest propriety, assert, that “ the Son of Man 
descended from heaven, his more peculiar abode.” 

We are led to adopt this as the legitimate in- 
terpretation of the passage, because it is the most 
obvious meaning, and because in this sense it 
communicates a most important truth, whilst it 
assigns an adequate reason for the Saviour’s inti- 
mate knowledge of the hidden ways of God. f _ 

The Unitarians { have interpreted differently, 
as importing that no one is instructed in the di- 
vine purposes, but he who is immediately commis- 
sioned to reveal them. But upon their favourite 
supposition, that Jesus Christ only fulfilled the 
law which Meses had given, recommended it by 


- * Owen on the Person of Christ, p. 125. 
+ Hammond, Doddridge, Rosenmuller iz locum, Schleusner, 
pi Wakefield’s Enquiry, p. 121; Belsham’s Calm Inquiry, 
p. 40; ads Sequel, p. 213. 
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his example, and exhibited a proof of our future 
resurrection by his triumph over death ; it is dif- 
ficult to conceive how it can be said, that he de- 
scended from heaven, as thereby declaring, that he 
alone was instructed in the divine counsels. In 
this exalted sense, such language was never ap- 
plied to any preceding prophet; and the mere 
fact of his being a greater teacher than Moses, 
would by no means justify such a singular appli- 
cation of it to Jesus Christ. If his own know- 
ledge embraced nothing beyond the Unitarian 
creed, wherein is the propriety, or wherein the 
force of his question, “ If ye understood not when 
I told you earthly things, how will ye understand 
when I tell you heavenly things?” But accord- 
ing to the orthodox exposition, that in the be- 
ginning “he was with God,”* and “ in the bosom 
of the Father,” + his question is at once important, 
and suitable to the declaration which immediate- 
ly follows, “ that he came down from heaven ;” 
thereby clearly intimating a state of existence 
prior to his appearance in humanity. 

In the 6th chapter and 62d verse of the same 
Gospel, we find the following impressive words: 

* What and if ye shall see the Son of Man 
ascend up where he was before ?” 

The observation which has already been made 
concerning the familiar use of language, in ascri- 
bing to the body what is true only of the soul, is 


* John i. 1. + Ch. i. ver. 18. 
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also necessary for the comprehension of this, and 
many other passages of a similar kind.* Upon 
the same principle, the words before us convey a 
direct assertion of our Saviour’s pre-existence, 
even when considered by themselves; and they 
receive additional strength from the phraseology 
of the context, and the circumstances which gave 
rise to the declaration. We are informed, that 
our Saviour had, in a miraculous manner, fed an 
immense multitude, who, on that account, were 
for a season persuaded that he was the Messiah, 
and with secular views followed him to Caper- 
naum. Knowing what is in man, our Saviour 
said unto them, “ Labour not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life. This is the work of God, that 
ye believe on him whom he hath sent.” To their 
demand of further proof in testimony of his divine 
mission, saying, “ our fathers did eat manna in 
the desert ;’ our Saviour replied, “ Moses gave 
you not that bread from heaven; but my Father 
giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the 
bread of God zs he which cometh down from hea- 
ven, and giveth life unto the world... Z£ am the 
bread of life—or I came down from heaven. The 
Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I 
am the bread which came down from heaven. And 
they said, is not this Jesus the son of Joseph, 


* Calv. Inst. p. 153. 
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whose father and mother we know? how is it 
then that he saith, I came down from heaven 2” 

According to the obvious import of his words, 
the Jews thus understood our Lord as laying 
claim to personal pre-existence. Their error, if 
in this instance they were in one, as on other oc- 
casions when he justly declined to obviate their 
misconceptions, did not arise from perversity of 
mind, and therefore it is reasonable to expect 
that he would in some manner have corrected 
their mistake in so important a point. But in- 
stead of giving the slightest intimation of mis- 
conception, he confirmed them in their opinion, 
by declaring, that if they were astonished at his 
claim to pre-existence when stated in general 
terms, they would have more reason, if they 
should hereafter “ sée the Son of Man ascend up 
where he was before.” * 

The orthodox expositors unite with the Jews 
whom our Lord then addressed, in conceiving 
that he spoke of himse/f under ‘the similitude of 
bread; and in doing so they are supported not 
only by the literal and obvious meaning of the 
passage, but by the analogous phraseology and 
representations of the sacred record. Bread pre- 
serveth the animal life. Christ Jesus is “ the 
spirit that giveth life.” Our Saviour accordingly 


* Sermons on the Christian Doctrine, by Dr R. Price, 
p. 182. Rosenmuller in locum, Pearson on the Creed, p. 108, 
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intimates, that when he should hereafter re- 
ascend, they would discover the validity of his 
present claim to pre-existence; and that in the 
consequent descent of the Holy Ghost, they 
would perceive the propriety of his calling him- 
self the bread of life. This interpretation of the 
passage is suggested and confirmed by his subse- 
quent remark, that “ it is the spirit that quick- 
eneth ; the flesh,” or the bread, for herein he only 
makes a slight variation in the figurative terms, 
“ profiteth nothing.” “ The bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of 
the world.” Hereby he establishes the important 
fact, that by the “ bread which cometh down from 
heaven,” he means himself. As corn must be 
bruised to communicate its natural nourishment 
to man, so the bread of life was bruised, that by 
‘him we might have spiritual nourishment. “The 
last Adam was made a quickening spirit. He 
- came that he might have life, and that we might 
have it more abundantly.” We are thus to un- 
derstand, that by his death he purchased for us 
the quickening influence of the Holy Spirit, and a 
right to eternal happiness. For if the blood of 
bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purify- 
ing of the flesh; how much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, purge your con- 
science from dead works, to serve the living 
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God?”* The Apostle Paul has accordingly said, 
and after him every genuine Christian will say, 
« I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless, I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself for me.” + He who obtained for us 
those mighty blessings, declared while on earth, 
in the most unequivocal manner, that he “ came 
down from heaven,” and would “ ascend up where 
he was before.’’ ¢ . 

The Jews affixed a false importance to their 
descent from Abraham; and from the wayward- 
ness which they manifested, our Saviour was in- 
duced to intimate, that although in one respect 
they were his children, there was another sensé 
in which they were not. “ If ye were Abraham’s 
children,” said he, “ ye would do the works of 
Abraham. But now ye seek to kill me—ye do 
the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, 
we be not born of fornication; we have one fa- 
ther, even God. Jesus said unto them, If God 
were your father, ye would love me: 

** For I proceeded forth and came from God.” 

In this distinct manner he informed them, that 
upon his entrance into this world, he came from 


* Heb. ix. 13. 14, + Gal. ii. 20, 

{ Doddridge and Hammond in locum. Campbell’s Trans- 
lation of the Gospels, Notes, vol. iv. p, 430, &c. 

\| John viii, 37-—43. 
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God. If any doubt could be entertained that 
this obvious meaning is the true one, St Paul has 
removed it by a parallel passage in his epistle to 
the Galatians,—** When the fulness of the time 
was come, God sent forth his son, made of a wo- 
man, made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law.”* From this we distinctly 
learn, that he was sent forth, or, what is precisely 
equivalent, came from God, or came into the world, 
when he was made of a woman, or came in the 
flesh. “ This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Jesus Christ came into the 
world,” + that is, condescended to be made of @ 
woman, according to an expression which he else- 
where uses, fo this end was I born;t and not as 
the Unitarians § suppose, that he merely left re- 
tirement, and entered upon his public office, “ to 
save sinners.” Haggai and Malachi call the Mes- 
siah, “ He that should come;” and “ He that 
shall come” was among the Jews, in conse- 
quence of this prophetical style, a familiar desig- 
nation of the Saviour, when Christ appeared ; so 
that he adopted not only simple language, but 
an authorised and peculiarly expressive phraseo- 
logy: when he said, 
“| CAME FROM Gop.” 


* Chap. iv. 4, 5. +1 Tim. i. 15. 

{ John xviii. 37. Pearson on the Creed, p. 109. Ham- 
mond and Doddridge in locum; and Price’s ‘Sermons, Pp. 136. 

rane Sequel, p. 232. Cappe’s Sermons, vol. ii. p. 
366 
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In continuation of his discourse, our Saviour 
said unto the Jews, As for me, “ because I speak 
the truth, ye do not believe me. Verily, ve- 
rily I say unto you, if a man keep my saying, he 
shall never see death. Then said the Jews unto 
him,—Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and 
thou sayest, if a man keep my saying, he shall 
never taste of death. Art thou greater than our 
father Abraham, which is dead ; and the prophets 
are dead: whom makest thou thyself? Jesus an- 
swered,—Your father Abraham rejoiced to see 
my day; and he saw it and was glad.” The 
Jews, misconceiving the sense in which he had 
affirmed his having seen Abraham’s day, “said un- 
to him, Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast 
thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, ve- 
rily, verily, I say unto you,” even this is true, for 

“* BerorE ABRAHAM WAS, I AM.” 

From this we understand, that before the Pa- 
triarch was born, the Saviour existed; and con- 
ceiving that in this sense he had uttered blas- 
phemy, the Jews “ took up stones to cast at him: 
but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the tem- 
ple, going through the midst of them, and so 
passed by.”* Dr Campbell and other learned 
critics | have observed, that ‘‘ the words may be 
rendered J was. ‘The present for the imperfect, 


* John viii. 45—59. 
+ Campbell’s Translation, Notes, p. 449. Rosenmuller in 
locum. “ Ego extiti,” Schleusner. Vide Note C, Appendix. 
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or even for the preterperfect, is no unusual figure 
with this writer.”. The Unitarians admit, that, 
in a grammatical point of view, the construction 
which the Jews put upon the words is sufficient- 
ly accurate; but as this interpretation, if true, 
would sap the foundation of their hypothesis, 
they have endeavoured to discover a different 
Meaning, and having abandoned one explanation 
after another, they now seem generally favoura- 


ble to the following interpretation. “ Before 
Abraham was born, I was he: 2. e. the Christ ;” 


according to the bold dramatic language of pro- 
phecy, in which things determined are ne of 
as already accomplished. * 

It is unlike the lowly Jesus, dilitienatel’ to 
nanerty by ambiguous language, claims to a dig- 
nity in the opinion of men, which he knew did 
not properly belong to him. It is reasonable to — 
suppose that he would have done, or said some- 
thing, to ohviate instead of confirming a mis- 
take, in which his friends and his foes alike par- 
ticipated, one of fundamental importance, and of 
dangerous consequences. It is improbable, that 
whilst he knew his phraseology would deceive 
them, he could introduce it in the most solemn 
manner, by words which he never uttered, but as 
preparatory to the declaration of some momen- 
tous truth, “ Verily, verily, I say unto you.” 


* Wakefield’s Enquiry into the Opinions of Christian Wri- 
ters, p. 125, &e, Belsham’s Calm Inquiry, p. 8 a 
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But notwithstanding this, the communication 
which he then made, if the Unitarian interpreta- 
tion be correct, is neither in any degree singular, 
nor in the slightest degree striking. It is a de- 
claration equally applicable to the Baptist as his 
forerunner, to Paul as a preacher of his gospel, 
and to John as an historian of his life. All this 
renders the Unitarian exposition inadmissible ; 
whilst the grammatical construction of the words, 
their connection with the context, and the so- 
lemnity of the introduction, as denoting the high 
importance of the communication, strongly sup- 
port the interpretation which we have adopted, 
as an assertion of pre-existence, by our Saviour.* 

He made this claim, not only, as we have seen, 
before his enemies and the world at large, but in 
the hours of confidential intercourse, before those 
whom he had chosen to be his friends and the 
companions of his life. To these men, the sweet- 
ness of his manner had bound him by the finest 
ties, and they looked up to him as the pattern of 
every thing estimable, although as yet they un- 
derstood not the true nature of his kingdom. 
But Jesus knew that the time was fast approach- 
ing, when he must leave them to the dismay and 
distress in which his death would inevitably in- 
volve them; and therefore he soothed and forti- 


* Hammond, Doddridge, Rosenmuller i in locum. Pearson 
on the pect, p. 110. 
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fied their minds by the most interesting and ani- 
mating discourses, in which he explicitly says :— 
~ © T came forth from the Father, and am come 
into the world; Again, I leave the world, and go 
to the Father.” * 

This he said to console them ; this accordingly 
they understood in a literal sense; and in this 
sense, we know, the latter part of it was soon 
fulfilled. «“ He led them out as far as to Betha- 
ny; and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 
And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he 
was parted from them, and carried up into hea- 
ven.” * | 

From this fact, the majority of the Unitarians 
admit, that the latter clause of the verse refers to 
a local ascent into heaven: but to obviate the 
strong proof which the two clauses together afford 
in favour of our Lord’s pre-existence, these Unita- 
rians consider the prior one as figurative; because, 
in some passages of Scripture, where the words of 
a sentence are opposed to each other, they are used 
in a different sense, as in the following passage 
from Matthew ;—“ Let the dead bury their 
dead.” t ‘This mode of interpretation is some- 
times admissible; but the instances in which lan- 
guage is thus applied are extremely rare. “ Good 
writers,” says Mr Belsham, “ do not in grave 
discourse, capriciously change the meaning of 


* John xvi. 28, + Luke xxiv. 50, 51. + Chap. viii. 22. 
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their words. Such a change in the meaning of 
the same word in the same sentence without no- 
tice, is not common, nor to be admitted without 
necessity.”? + Upon this principle he remarks, 
when treating of the verse under review, “ it is 
better to take both clauses figuratively.. As Je- 
sus came into the world when he. appeared in 
public as a messenger from God; so, conversely, 
he left the world and returned to the Father 
when his mission closed, and he ceased to appear 
any longer as a public teacher.” “ And surely,” 
he adds in a note, “ it is always right to inter- 
pret the satne words in the same sense, whether 
literal or figurative, where they occur in the 
same sentence, unless the connexion imperiously _ 
requires the contrary. Upon this principle, the 
figurative interpretation of both clauses in the 
present case appears the most eligible.” + 

This indeed may appear the most eligible mean- 
ing to the defenders of Unitarianism, but that it 
did not so appear to the disciples who were ad- 
dressed, we learn from the exclamation which 
they immediately made, “ Lo, now speakest thou 
plainly :” and that it could not be the meaning 
intended, is evident from the object which the 
speaker then had in view, which, as we have said, 
was to afford them consolation under the loss of 
their Master, and amidst the ruin of their tempo- 


* Calm Inquiry, p. 50, &c. t Page 104, &c, 
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ral hopes. But from what could their comfort ori- 
ginate, if, according to this Unitarian interpreta- 
tion, he simply communicated the facts, that 
when he came into the world he received a divine 
commission; again, when he left the world, he 
should lay it down ? 

_ But whilst the idea thus conveyed is irrelative 
to the train of our Saviour’s discourse, the literal 
meaning of his words communicated a consolato- 
ry truth to his afflicted disciples, accorded with 
the object which he had in view, and beautifully 
explained a declaration which they previously 
did not comprehend: “ A little while, and ye 
shall not see me: and again, a little while and ye 
shall see me, because I go to the Father,” * from 
whom J came forth.—“ These things have I spé- 
ken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the world.”+ 

« These words spake Jesus; and lift up his 
eyes to heaven, and said— 

« And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self, with the glory which I had with 
thee before the world was.” t 

He had just stated, in his consolatory discourse 
to his disciples, that he “ came forth from the 


* John xvi. 16. + Chap. xvi. 33. 

t Chap. xvil. 1, 5. * which I enjoyed wih thee before the 
world was.” Campbell. *¢ Qua apud te usus sum ab etern.” 
Schleusner. 
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Father;” and in the fact of his pre-existence be- 


ing thus brought in a peculiar manner before 
him, we have a satisfactory reason for the allu- 


sion which he makes to it, in this sublime and 
singular prayer. What the precise object of it 
was, he has only expressed in general terms, and 
it becomes not us to be wise above what is writ- 
ten, in endeavouring to unfold fully what he it 
thereby intend. 

‘In whatever the glory prayed for might con- 
sist, it must be admitted, that at the moment in 
which he prayed, he was not in possession of it. 
It could not therefore exclusively mean, as the 
Unitarians contend, the honour of publishing the 

ospel, for that he had already declared: and it 

ails net to say, that he thus prayed, in as much 
as hitherto it had only partially accomplished its 
purpose; for even yet, this is not completely ful- 
filled, nor will it be, until “ the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdoms of our God and of 
his Christ.” It cannot-be the glory to which he 
alludes, when he says of his disciples, at the 22d 
verse, * the glory which thou gavest me I have 
given them,”* for as yet he was not in posses- 
sion of the glory for which he prayed. 

Yet, upon this supposition, in this manner so 
strongly negatived, that in nature and extent the 
glory in both instances is the same,—the Unita- 


# Matth. x. 1. Luke vi.18. Mark iii, 15. 


ON THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST. 33 


rians have recourse to another, which seems e- 
qually unfounded, that this glory of publishing 
the Gospel, he had with the Father “before the 
world was,” in as much as he had it in God’s im- 
mutable purpose and decree. It is common, 
indeed, throughout the sacred writings, to repre- 
sent men as receiving blessings according to the 
divine purpose, but nowhere is it said absolutely, 
that he had communicated blessings 7m purpose ; 
and the texts which have been adduced to the 
contrary, are either not pertinent, or might with 
propriety be otherwise translated, as_in the fol- 
lowing instance,—* He hath saved us, and called. 
us with an holy calling, according to his own pur- 
pose and grace given to us in Christ Jesus, before 
all ages ;” which ought thus to be rendered in a 
manner which removes the objection, “ according 
to his own purpose before all ages, and the grace 
given us in Jesus Christ.” * 

In whatever this peculiar glory of the Redeem- 
er may have consisted, Isaiah, as we shall after- 
wards consider, ** saw” it when he beheld him 
*‘ seated upon a throne high and lifted up.” The 
Apostle Paul, as we shall also more particularly 
consider, declares, that although “ in the form of 
God,” the Saviour “‘ made himself of no reputa- 
tion,” and although “ rich, he became poor.” As 
this wonderful condescension was in fulfilment of 


® Whitby in locum. 
Cc 
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human redemption, it is elsewhere said, “ ought: 
not Christ to suffer, and enter into glory?” which 
glory we conceive to be that which he had * with 
the Father before the world was.” This inter- 
pretation, which is suggested by the train of 
thought passing through his mind when he ut- 
tered the prayer, is in itself obvious—strictly 
comformable with the meaning of the preposition*® 
employed, which is almost invariably used in a 
local sense, to express “ in thy house” or “ in thy 
presence,” and not “ in thy purpose ;” whilst it 
seems the only consistent explication that theo- 
logians have given. t In unison with this expla- 
nation, and in confirmation of it, our Saviour 
adds in the same valedictory prayer : 

«Thou lovedst me before the foundation of 
the world.” 

.In this manner, and under Thess circumstances, 
does our Lord himself declare his descent from 
heaven; his coming down from heaven as the 
bread of life; his ascending up to where he was be- 
fore; his existence before Abraham; his coming 
forth from the Father ; his possessing glory with 
his Father before the world was; and his being 
loved by him before the foundation of it was laid. 
The Unitarian explanation of these as figurative 

declarations, compatible with the simple huma- 


* xaex. Campbell’s note zn locum. 
+ Rogenmuller and Hammond, zx locum; and Dr Owen’s 
Discourses on the Glory of Christ, passim. 
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nity of him who made them, is, in our opinion, 
far from probability, and even far from being 
plausible. No one doubts, that in their literal 
import, his assertions suggest the idea of pre-ex- 
istence ; and we are convinced, that no legitimate 
analysis or exposition can weaken this obvious 
meaning. The inquiry into which we have so | 
far entered, although plain and short, will tend, 
it is hoped, to strengthen the acceptation in 
which they are commonly. taken, in which they 
were received by his Apostles, and understood 
by the Christians to whom their epistles were 
addressed. 

“ Ye know,” says Paul to the Corinthianis, “ the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich.” * . 

Upon the fact of his pre-existence being ante- 
cedently established, the Unitarians think that 
this passage may fairly be considered as a grace- 
ful allusion to it, but by no means as an indepen- 
dent proof. We are satisfied, from what has 
been said, that the Saviour was in possession of 
glory “ before the world was,” and we would 
therefore infer, according to this admission, that 
in this glory, he is said in the passage before us, 
to be rich, whilst he also became poor. But we 
further think that its phraseology absolutely and 


* 2 Cor. viil. 9. 
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unequivocally conveys this idea. It directly as- 
serts, that he now was, what before he was not. 
“ Being rich, he became poor.’ To avoid the 
conclusion which must necessarily be drawn if 
these words in Italics be rightly rendered, the 
Unitarians contend for the translation, he lived an 
poverty; and upon this idea they thus state the 
passage :—* Ye know the kindness of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he lived in poverty, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich.” From this they under- 
stand, that he voluntarily relinquished those com- 
forts and conveniences of life, which he procured 
for others by the exercise of his miraculous pow- 
ers, and which he might have obtained for him- 
self had it been consistent with the plan of re- 
demption. But he exposed himself to want and 
misery in every varied form, to leave his follow- 
ers an example of patience, resignation, and self- 
denial, that thereby they might be rich in feithy 

piety, and benevolence. * 

The truth of this exposition in a igaill mea- 
sure depends upon the rendering of the verb, fo 
be poor, instead of the common version, to become 
poor. But independent of its inconsistency with 
our Saviour’s antecedent assertions concerning 
his pre-existence, we are justified in rejecting 
this translation, upon the authority of the learn- 


* Wakefield’s Enquiry, p. 176. Belsham’s Inquiry, p. 121. 


ON THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST. $7 


ed Schleusner, and an host of other venerated 
names.* < Rich,’ says Archbishop Newcome, 
in -the glories of the divine nature, he became 
poor, by taking on him human nature, and ap- 
pearing even in an humble state of life.” “He 
was rich,” says Dr Doddridge, “ in the glories of 
the heavenly world, and in supreme dominion 
and authority there, yet for your sakes he became 
poor.” © Though he was rich,” as Dr M‘Knight 
translates the passage, “ yet for your sake he 
became poor, that ye through his, poverty might 
be rich.” 

But even if the Unlterion! evanible tom were sup- 
ported by these great authorities; were it, as it 
is not, philologically accurate; and were either 
mode of rendering admissible, it would still be 
difficult to defend their translation upon their own 
hypothesis. Jesus of Nazareth, they tell us, was 
ignorant of the nature of his commission till-he 
was about thirty years of age, when he was led ta 
the scene of his grand temptation, for the ex- 
press purpose of teaching him, * that his powers 
were not to be employed for his own gratification 
and the relief of his necessities; but for the be- 
nefit of the human race, in obedience to the will 
of ange If then he had otherwise ee 


* mewyeva, * Pauper fio,” “ ad mendicitatem redactus sum.” 
Schleusner, Newcome, quoted by Belsham. Doddridge in 
loc. M‘Knight in/oc. Hammond in locum. 

+ Wakefield’s Enquiry, p.182. Belsham’s Inquiry, p. 448. 
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them, he would have opposed the design of him 
who bestowed them, and of course would have 
failed in the execution of his commission. In 
abusing them, he would have been chargeable 
with high offence, and in not abusing them, un- 
der such prohibitions, there was surely no un- 
common merit; especially as, according to the 
Unitarian opinion,:he was only in possession of 
his powers for little more than the space of one 
year. * The words under review were employed 
by the Apostle to set him forth as a pattern of 
condescension and generosity; but it is difficult 
to conceive what motive to the fulfilment of these 
charities the Corinthians could deduce from the 
fact, that this Jesus, during that short period, 
was not permitted to work miracles for the grati- 
fication of his own necessities. It is easy, on the 
contrary, to understand the nature of the Apos- 
tle’s argument, and we cannot be susceptible of 
gratitude, if we feel not the force of the motive 
which is founded upon the common interpretation 
of his words. In this view of them, we have a 
transcendent and unexampled display of love and 
condescension. ‘Many waters could not quench 
it, neither could the floods drown it. The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man had not where to lay his 
head. Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 


* Belsham, p. 448. 
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Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your 
sakes he became poor, that ye bic his pores 
ty might be rich.” 

But the affecting idea which the Apostle thus 
suggests for the consideration of the Corinthians, 
he clothes in still more striking language in his 
Epistle to the Philippians: “ Look not every 
man on his own things, but every man also on 
the things of others. . Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus. 7 

«Who, being in the form of God, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God. But made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness 
of men; and being found in fashion as a man, hé 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.” * 

As we have satisfactorily, to our own minds, 
determined the meaning of the preceding text, 
we can have no hesitation about the sense of this 
one, which, in the words of Mr Wakefield, “is as 
exactly parallel to the last as any one passage can 
well be to another, and conveys precisely the same 
meaning in different words.” | Upon these pas- 
sages we might safely rest the truth of our Sa- 
viour’s pre-existence. But as the Unitarians 
have in this instance advanced criticism analo- 
gous to what we have just considered; and ima- 


* Philip, ii, 4—8, + Enquiry, p. 183. 
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gine, that thereby they have sapped the founda- 
tion of our argument from this passage, it is ne- 
cessary for us to examine it minutely. 

“ Who being in the form of God.” 

That is, say the Unitarians, being, for ahout 
the space of one year, endowed with miraculous 
powers. * | 3 

If this be the meaning of the word translated 
form, all the Apostles of our Lord were, equally 
with himself, in the form of God, as they also 
wrought miracles during his abode with them, 
and after his ascension to a still greater extent. 
“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that belie- 
veth on me, the works that I do, shall he do al- 
so; and greater works than these shall he do; 
because I go unto my Father.”+ But the lan- 
guage under review is in no instance applied to 
them; and from this we have at least an highly 
probable argument, that in whatever sense Christ 
is said to be “ in the form of God,” it is one in 
which the words are not applicable to his A- 
postles. 

_ The word here translated form, is used differ- 
ently in classical writers, according as it may re- 
fer to an intellectual or a material subject. In 
the one case, it denotes the nature or the es- 
sence of a thing; and in the other, it signifies 


* Belsham’s Inquiry, pp. 143 and 449. 
+ John xiv. 12. 
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appearance in general.* Of the latter applica- 
tion of it, we have an instance in the Gospel ac- 
cording to Mark. “ After that he appeared in 
another form unto two of them, as they walked 
and went into the country.” + According to the 
opinion of very great critics, { and the general 
sense of the church in all ages, we have an in- 
stance of its former application in the words be- 
fore us; and their opinion seems to’ be confirmed 
by the more accurate rendering of the verb with 
which they are connected :— , 
« Who subsisting in the form of God.” § 

It conveys the same idea with the declarations 
_ that he was rich,”—that he was “ the express 
image of his Father’s person, "and had igteny 
with the Father “ before the world was.”. At 
least, therefore, we feel ourselves authorised to 
conclude, that being “ in the form of God,” does 
not denote being invested with miraculous pow- 
ers. | 
« Thought it not robbery to be —_ with 
God.” 

The Greek word which is here translated 
* robbery,” is one of very unfrequent use.|| The 


* MOPOH’, 1.) forma, omne quod in oculos occurrit. (2.) per 
metonymiam : ipsa natura et essentia alicujus rei, 2. q. Pusis et 
goie. Schleusner. MOP®H', Apud profanos sepe est natura. 
Rosenmuller. t Mark xvi. 12. 

t+ Hammond in loc. Pearson on the Creed, p. 121. 

§ THA’PXQ, (4.) Versor, Schleusner. Sir R. Ellys’ < “« Fors 
tuita sacra,” p. 218. || Agmayuos. 
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translators of the public version have rendered it 
in the active voice, and’ in doing so, they are sup- 
ported by great authorities.* Others have ta- 
ken it in a passive sense, as a thing seized upon, 
a prey, a booty. But Mr Cappe, who is eminent 
as an Unitarian expositor, candidly remarks : 
« By any thing that I have hitherto seen, I have 
not been convinced, that the original’ should be 
rendered thought it not a thing to be seized, or 
earnestly coveted ; this is not the natural meaning 
of the term, which,.in the original, ‘answers to 
robbery in the version.” | There is: then no sa- 
tisfactory reason for preferring the Unitarian 
translation, “ He did not eagerly grasp at the 
resemblance of God,” to that of the common ver- 
sion. |. It is inadmissible, because it also implies, 
what is not correct, that the words “ to be equal 
with God,” ought to be ‘rendered “to be like 
God.” This translation has indeed been adopt- 
ed by some critics; but the common one is sup- 
ported by the great names of Hammond, sibel 
son, Bull, and Schleusner. | 
« But made himself of no dicate 

The corrected translation of this, as universal- 
ly adopted, is, “ he emptied himself.’ We have 
already considered of what “ he emptied himself,” 
—of his riches, of his glory, of his form, which 


* Hammond, &c. +t Critical Remarks, vol. i. p, 232. 
+ Unitarian « Improved Version.” 
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he had with the Father “ before the world was,” 
he 
“ Taking the form of a servant.” 

This is the literal translation of the first part 
of the clause, without the copulative conjunction 
that is in the received version. 

The Unitarians infer from these words, that, 
as our Lord is said to assume the form of a ser- 
vant when he was not one,.so might he be “ in 
the form of God” without being divine. 

But the word which is translated ‘ servant,” 
signifies also a mean condition in which a person 
is despised; and the Apostle accordingly says, 
that our Lord “ emptied himself,” by 

Taking for himself a mean condition, * 
thereby contrasting the state to which he de- 
scended, with the state in which he was when 
‘‘ with God,” or “ in the form of God.” In the 
prior condition he subsisted in the form of God; 
in the latter he was ‘‘ made in the likeness of 
men; and being found in fashion as a man, he 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross.” + .. 

_ We now deduce from this short analysis of its 
different clauses, the conclusion which the pas- 
sage obviously suggests. In the clearest manner 


* «© Aoyrosa( 8.) qui est vilioris conditionis et contemptus, 
Philip. ii. 7.—ubi “ogi d¢az conditio vite Jesu in his terris 
vilis et humilis vocatur.” Schleusner. 

+ Pearson on the Creed, p. 122. Vide Note D, Appendix. 
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it establishes the proposition which forms the sub- 
ject of our present Chapter, by teaching us, that our 
Lord existed in a certain condition, before he con- 
descended to this mean state, and was made in the 
likeness of man. The stability of our argument 
is hitherto unmoved by Unitarian effort. It ac- 
cords with the claims of our Lord, and is strong- 
ly supported by the analogous representations of 
Scripture. He was “ made a little,” or rather 
for a short time, * “ lower than the angels. For 
it. became him, for whom are all things, and by 
whom arte all things, in bringing many sons unto 
glory, to make the captain of their salvation per- 
fect through sufferings. For both he that sane- 
tifieth, and they who are sanctified, are all of one; 
for which cause he is not ashamed to call them 
brethren. Forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself like- 
_ wise took part of the same; that through death he 
might destroy him that had the power of death.” 
In this condescension, there is an amazing display 
of disinterested regard for the good of fallen man: 

in this he set us an example of affectionate con- 
cern for the welfare of others: and in this point 
of view he frequently refers to it. “ Whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be your ser- 
vant. Even as the Son of Man came not to be 
ministered unte, but to minister, and to give 


* Valpy’s Greek Testament. Notes in loc. + Heb, ii. 9—14. 
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his life a ransom for many.”* “ IT am among - 
you, as he that serveth.} If I then your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought 
to wash one another’s feet.{t Let this mind be 
in you,” saith the Apostle, influenced by the spi- 
rit of the Saviour, “ which was also in Christ Je- 
sus; who, being in the form of God, made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant.” “ : 

Upon the principle of interpretation which we 
conceive to be sufficiently established in the pre- 
ceding examination, we may legitimatelyfapply all 
the similar phraseology of our sacred record as con- 
firmations of the Saviour’s pre-existence. We can- 
not accordingly be at any loss to understand the 
witness of John, when he “ cried, saying, This 
was he of whom I spake, he that cometh after me is 
preferred before me ; for he was before me.” He af- 
terwards adds, that the reason of this preference is. 
founded alike in priority of existence and dignity 
of rank. “ He that cometh from above is above 
all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speak- 
eth of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is 
above all.” ¢ “ Jesus, knowing that he was come 
from God, and went to God,” ||—he said unto 
the Jews, “ I know whence I come and whither 
I go: but ye cannot tell whence I come and whi- 


* Matt. xx. 28. . + Luke xxii. 27. 
t+ John xiii. 14, § John i. 15. iii, 31. 
\| Hammond, Doddridge, Campbell in locum. 
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ther I goe* Yeare from beneath; I am from 
above: ye are of this world; I am not of this 
world.” + The Apostle Paul declares in illustra- 
tion of this, that “ the first man is of the earth, 
earthly ; the second man is tlie Lord from hea- 
ven.” eae - 

These declarations concerning our Saviour’s 
existence before John the Baptist, in greater 
dignity and rank—his coming from above, and 
his being above all—his being the Lord from 
heaven—his subsisting in the form of God—his 
being ri@h, and for our sakes becoming poor,— 
are strictly analogous to his own assertions. In- 
dividually, they are unequivocal and peremptory 
declarations of his pre-existence—and all combi- 
ned, they form a chain of evidence, of which not 
a link has yet been broken. From the begin- 
ning, it has fixed the common faith of the Chris- 
tian world, and held in cordial acquiescence the 
most exalted understandings. The time, it is 
hoped, is not far distant, when it will restrain 
within its influence the scattered few, who at 
present neither admire its beauty nor feel its 
power. “ The righteousness which is of faith, 
speaketh on this wise, say not in thine heart, 
who shall ascend up into heaven ? (that is, to 
bring Christ down from above;) or, who. shall 
descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up 


* John xiii, 3, + John viii. 23. + 1 Cor. xv. 47. 
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Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it? 
The word is nigh thee; even in thy mouth, and 
in thy heart; that is the word of faith which we 
preach.” * ‘This word we believe, and to its sim- 
ple, clear, and decisive testimony, we readily 
submit,—and are prepared by what we have thus 
considered, to trace, in as far as they have been 
manifested in his pre-existent state, the footsteps 
of him, whose “ delights have ever been with the 
sons of men.” | 


/_ 


* Rom, x. 6—8. 


SECTION SECOND. 


* Part or Proposition First. 


Tue inspired writings teach the pre-existence of 
Christ, by pointing him out as the angel of the 
covenant who appeared to the saints, and led the 
Israelites through the wilderness. 


SELES ALS 
a 


In tracing the goings forth of our Redeemer in 
the instances alluded to, it will suffice to confine 
our attention chiefly to the more conspicuous and 
interesting appearances. ‘These were connected 
with Abraham, with Isaac, with Jacob, and Mo-— 
ses. 

When he dwelt in Mesopotamia, “ the Lord 
said unto Abraham, get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
house, unto a land that I will shew thee: and I 
will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt 
be a blessing: and I will bless them that bless 


ON THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST. 49 


thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in 
thee shall all the families of the earth be bless- 
ed.”* Jn the book of the Acts of the Apostles, 
we are informed, that the Lord who thus ap- 
peared unto Abraham, was “the God of Glo- 
ry.” f 

In the progress of the history, we find a simi- 
lar promise made unto Hagar, the mother of 
Ishmael, under very peculiar and very interest- 
ing circumstances. She had been compelled, by 
the severity of Sarah, to leave her master’s house, 
and flee into the wilderness. There, forlorn and 
unprotected, “ the angel of the Lord found her by 
a fountain of water: and he said, return to thy 
mistress, and submit thyself under her hands. I 
will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall 
not be numbered for multitude. And she called 
the name of the Lord that spake unto her, wae 
God seest me.” t 

But in the subsequent chapter, we are inform- 
ed, that Hagar was again exposed to Sarah’s 
jealousy, and was in consequence turned out, 
with a little bread, a bottle of water, and her 
child, to wander in the wilderness of Beersheba. 
There she soon exhausted this scanty store of 
provisions, and as she could procure no supply 
from the barren places around her, the death of 
her infant seemed inevitable, and accordingly 


* Gen. xii. lo=4, + Acts vii, 2. + Gen. xvi. 7, &c, 
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she placed. him under, one of the shrubs, seated 
herself over against him, wept, and said, Let me 
not see the death of the child. “ And God heard 
the voice of the lad: and the angel of God called 
to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, what 
aileth thee, Hagar, fear not ; for Ged hath heard 
the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up 
the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will 
make him a great nation.” * 

It is evident, that the Lord who spake unto 
Abraham in Mesopotamia, and the angel of the 
Lord-who thus appeared to Hagar, were consi- 
dered by the inspired penman as one Divine Per- 
son. Tothe Lord, and to the angel of the Lord, 
the same voluntary exertion of Almighty power 
is ascribed. In both instances he says, I will 
make a great nation. 

But as conclusions of this. kind rebar more 
properly to the third Chapter of this work, I pro- 
ceed to observe, that the promise which was ori- 
ginally made to Abraham, was to be accomplish- 
ed, not only in the descendants of Hagar, but in 
the offspring of his wife Sarah. “I will bless 
her seed,” said God unto Abraham, “and give 
thee a son also of her... Yea, I wilbbless her, and 
she shall be a mother of nations.”+ During a 
remarkable and most interesting scene which 
soon after followed, when “ three men” present- 


* Gen. xxi. 19, &e. + Chap. xviis 16. — 
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ed themselves to Abraham as he sat in his tent, 
one of them said unto him, “I will certainly re- 
turn to thee, and so-Sarah thy wife shall have a 
son.” In confirmation of this wonderful promise, 
we are informed in a subsequent chapter, that 
‘the Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the 
Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken. © For Sa- 
tah conceived and bare Abraham a son in his old 
age, at the time of which God had spoken to 
him.” * 

It is evident from these inciderits, that the 
Lord who appeared to Abraham in Mesopotamia 
was the angel of the Lord who appeared unto 
Hagar,—that the angel of the Lord who appeared 
unto Hagar, was the angel who spake unto Abra- 
ham as he sat in his tent; because throughout, 
the same language i is assumed, and the same power 
is exerted. 

In the prophecies of Isaiah it is id, “ Look 
unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that 
bare you; for I called him alone, and blessed him, 
and increased him.”+ He who made this declara- 
tion, had said in the preceding chapter, “ The 
Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was not 
rebellious, neither turned away’back. I gave my 
back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from 
shame and spitting.” { The person who made 


* Gen, xviii. and xxi. + Isaiah li. 2. + Chap. 1. 
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this declaration, as we learn from his authority, 
was our Lord Jesus Christ, who, in the following 
manner, distinctly applies this passage to himself. 
«“ Then he took unto him the twelve, and said 
unto them, behold we go up to Jerusalem, and 
all things that are written by the prophets con- 
cerning the Son of Man shall be accomplished. 
For he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and 
shall be mocked, and spitefully entreated, and 
spitted on: and they shall scourge him, and put 
him to death, and the third day he shall rise 
again.” * | 

Thus it is declared, that he who suffered in his 
human nature, was the person who blessed Abra- 
ham and increased him—the angel who appeared 
unto him as he sat in his tent—the angel of the 
Lord who appeared unto Hagar—even the Pre- 
existent Word. 

Isaac, who was born under such peculiar cir- 
cumstances, and destined to inerease the glory of 
his father’s house, must have been, independent 
of the common ties of affection, an object of pe- 
euliar delight in the eyes of the venerable patri- 
arch. But whilst indulging in the most delicate 
of human feelings, and the most pleasing of hu- 
man expectations, his confidence in the rectitude 
of the divine administration was put to a severe 
and unparalleled trial. “ Take now thy son,” 


* Luke xviii, 32, 
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said the sovereign Disposer of events, “ thine on- 
ly son Isaac whom thou lovest, and get thee into 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there for a - 
burnt offering, upon one of the mountains which 
I will tell thee of ——Abraham stretched forth 
his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. And 
the angel of the Lord called to him out of heaven, 
and said, Abraham, Abraham! lay not thine 
hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing un- 
to him: for now I know that thou fearest God, 
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only 
son, from me.—The angel of the Lord called unto 
Abraham out of heaven the second time, and 
said, By myself have I sworn, saith Jehovah, for 
because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son; that in blessing 
I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multi- 
ply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the 
sand which is upon the’sea shore, and thy seed 
shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice.” * ! 

In following the history of Isaac, in this man- 
~ ner so wonderfully preserved by the same angel 
who appeared to his father in the plain of Mamre, 
we find his offspring, and especially his son Ja- 
cob, an object of peculiar regard from this “ an- 
gel of the Lord.” In conjunction with Rebekah 


* Gen. xxii 
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his mother, Jacob devised and executed a plan to 
defraud Esau of his birth-right,—a crime which 
led to his brother’s resentment, and finally to his 
own flight from his father’s: house. In  proceed- 
ing according to the directions of Isaac towards 
Padanaram, he “lighted upon a certain ‘place, 
and tarried there all night, because the sun was 
set: and he took of the stones of that place, and 
put them for his pillow, and lay down in that 
place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold‘ a 
ladder set up on the earth, and the top. of it 
reached to heaven; and behold the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it. And, behold, 
the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord 
God of Abraham thy father, and the God of 
Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee’ will 
I give it, and to thy seed——Annd, behold, I am 
with thee, and will keep thee in all places whi- 
ther thou goest, and will bring thee again unto 
this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which I have spoken to thee of. aad 
Jacob vowed a vow.—”*) * 

« Then Jacob went on his journey, and came 
into the land of the people of the east.”+ There 
he was finally successful in the acquisition of 
wealth. But prosperity contracted not his heart, 
as we find him anxious for a reconciliation with 
his brother, and desirous to revisit him amidst 


* Gen. xxviii, 1116, and 20, &c. + Chap. xxix. 1. 
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the scenes of their infancy. His attendants ac- 
cordingly went before him to meet and conciliate 
Ksau; whilst he remained behind, and was alone: 
In this situation “ there wrestled a man with him 
until the breaking of the day.— And ‘he blessed 
him there.. And Jacob called the name of the 
place ‘Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, 
and. my life'is preserved.” * \ In explanation of 
the character of the person with whom he’ wres- 
tled, we are informed ‘in a subsequent chapter, 
that “ God appeared unto Jacob again, when he 
came out of Padanaram, and blessed him.” + We 
are also told by one of the latter prophets, that 
“ he took his brother by the heel in the womb, 
and by his strength ‘he had: power with God : yea 
he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he 
wept, and made supplication unto him: he found 
him in Bethel, and there he spake with us; even 
the Lord God of Hosts, Jehovah is his memo- 
rial.” t cba na 
Jacob was soon after settled in the land of Ca- 
naan, from which, bya train of singular circum- 
stances, which are minutely recorded,-he was led 
to reside in the land of Egypt, under the protec- 
tion of his son Joseph.’ There,’ in the course 
of nature, he was‘laid’upon’his death-bed, and 


* Gen. xxxii: 24, &c. « The Jatter’ part more properly ren- 
dered, ‘* I have seen the Elohim faces to faces, and my soul is 
redeemed.” Dr A, Clarke in locum. 
~ + Chap, xxxv. _t Hosea xii. 2, 4, 5.» 
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in the prospect of dissolution we find him re- 
counting the great promises which had been 
made to him at Luz.* To the divine person who 
then appeared to him he commended the children 
who had gathered themselves around him to re- 
ceive his benediction. “God, before whom my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God 
which fed me all my life long unto this day, the 
angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the 
lads—and let them grow into a a theatieht in the 
midst of the earth.” + | 

His descendants became very numerous, but 
as “ there arose up a new king over Egypt, which 
knew not Joseph,” they were exposed, from a 
cruel and mistaken policy, to extreme hardship, 
whilst they remained under Egyptian jurisdic- 
tion. Moses, who by birth was one of their num- 
ber, was, from peculiar circumstances, educated 
at court, and adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter. 
But “ by faith, when he was come to years, he 
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 
people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater. riches than the treasures in Egypt: 
for he had respect unto the recompence of re- 
ward.’ t As he was thus “ come to years,” in 
full vigour of body and mind, as “ he was learn- 


* Gen, xlviii. 3, &c. + Verses 15,16. + Heb. xi. 24,25, 26. 
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ed in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was 
mighty in words and deeds ;”* and, influenced by 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, he was selected 
as a fit instrument for the deliverance of his coun- 
trymen., ‘ And the angel of the Lord (Jehovah, 
7°) appeared unto him in a flame of fire, out 
of the midst of abush; and he looked, and be- 
hold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was 
not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is 
not. burned. ‘And when the Lord (Jehovah) saw 
that he turned aside to see, God called unto him 
out of the midst.of the bush, and: said, Moses, 
Moses! And he said, here am I. . And he said, 
draw not nigh hither; put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet, for the place whereen thou standest is 
holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God 
of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God. of 
Isaac, and. the God of Jacob.—Z am that I am.t— 
I have surely visited you, and seen that which is 
done to you in Egypt. .And I have:said, I will 
bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt—unto 
a land flowing with milk and honey.” ¢ 

_« And it came to pass, at the end of the four 
hundred and. thirty years, that all the hosts of the 
Lord went out from the land of Egypt.—And they 


* Acts vil. 22. ‘ 

+ The Septuagint translates it “ Eyo eet o ay.” “ A Histo. 
ry of the Work of Redemption,” by Jonathan Edwards, p. 44, 
&e, + Exod. iii, 2—6, 14, 16, 17. 


58 ON THE’ PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST. 


took their journey:from Succoth, and encamped in 
Etham, in the edge of the wilderness.’ And the 
Lord went before them by day ina ‘pillar of a 
cloud, to lead them. the way; and by night in a 
pillar of fire, to give them light, to go by day and 
night... He took not away the pillar of the cloud 
by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before 
the people.” * This visible sign of his presence: 
is what we are to understand by the Shechi- 
nah. 

«Then said. hy Lord unto Moses; behold; Iwill 
rain bread from heaven for you; and the people 
shall go out and gather-a certain rate every day, 
that I may peat any whether they will walk in 
my law, or no’ 

«© And the Lord medi unto Moses, go on before 
the people, and take with thee of the elders. of 
Israel; and thy rod wherewith thou smotest the 
river, take in thine hand and go. Behold, I will 
stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb + 
and'thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall’ 
come~water out’ of it,’ that” viv it wef 
drink.” t¢ | 

The cloud which ‘went Wefoire’ ehiend was. fre- 
quently spread out as a covering for the protec- 
tion of the chosen people: and accordingly it is 
said by St Paul, that “ our fathers were under 
the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and 


* Exod. xii. 41. and xiii. 20—22. + Chap. xvi. 4. 
t Chap, xviii. 5, 6. 
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were all baptised unto Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea.”* From this it is evident we are to 
understand, that Moses instructed them in the 
doctrine which he had received from the Lord 
(Jehovah), concerning his presence and superin- 
tendence: so that when “they did all eat the 
same spiritual meat,” they were enabled to com- 
prehend, that the “ manna” was but a type of 
good things to come in the expected Messiah. 
In a striking and beautiful allusion to this mira- 
culous supply of food, our Saviour made the de- 
claration which we have already considered::-— 
“ Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you 
not that bread from heaven, but my Father giveth 
you the true bread from heaven. I am the living 
bread which came down from heaven.” The 
Lord had said unto Moses, “ I will stand upon 
the rock in’ Horeb,” and ‘as the waters which 
flowed from it were also typical of greater bless- 
ings, St Paul further adds, that “they drank of 
that spiritual rock which followed them : and that 
rock was Christ.”+ Whilst they quenched their 
thirst by drinking of the water, their souls, in a 
spiritual sense, were refreshed by “ rivers of li- 
ving water;” and they were well assured, as we 
learn from St: Paul, that -as truly as the rock 
from which the water issued was before them, 
the source of their spiritual comfort, the Lord 


* 1 Cor, x. ‘1. + 1 Cor. x. 3, 4: &e. 
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(the 77°) was equally present with them; and 
this Jehovah we are told was Christ our Sa- 
viour. “ Upon this rock the cliurch is built. Our 
defence is the munition of rocks. He is as an 
hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from 
the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place; 
as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” * 

In a subsequent part of their history, we again 
find this wayward and rebellious people murmur- 
ing against “ the Lord,” and against Moses, say- 
ing, “* Wherefore have ye brought us up out of 
Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no 
bread, neither is there any water; and our soul 
loatheth this light bread. And the Lord sent 
fiery serpents among the people, and. they bit the 
people; and much people of Israel died.” +. « Now 
these things were our examples, to the intent we 
should not lust ‘after evil things, as they also 
lusted.” { If in travelling through. this wilder- 
ness to our heavenly Canaan, we should be de- 
prived of comforts, doomed to eat our bread in 
the sweat of our face, and to live upon the coar- 
sest fare, we are cautioned by the Apostle not to 
“ Joathe” it, nor “ tempt Christ, as some of them 
also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents.” 
In this manner we are distinctly informed, that 
“ the Lord” who inflicted this direful punishment 
upon the unthankful Jews, was “ our Lord Jesus 


* Matt. xvi. 18. Isaiah xxxiii. 16. and xxxii. 2. 
t Num, xxi. 5, 6. T1 Cors:x. 7: 
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Christ.”* By his direction, “ Moses made a ser- 
pent of brass, and put it upon a pole; and it came 
to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, 
when he beheld the serpent of brass he lived.” f 
“ And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up; that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life.” { It follows from 
this, that then, as well as now, in a spiritual 
sense, his people “ lived, moved, and had their 
being in him.” * Behold he that keepeth Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is thy 
keeper; the Lord is thy shade upon thy me hand. 
The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon 
by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all 
evil; he shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shall 
preserve thy going out, and thy coming in, from 
this time forth, and for evermore.” § 

Even from the short abstract of the sacred his- 
tory which we have given in the preceding pages, 
and from the cursory review which has been ta- 
ken of the subject, it is sufficiently evident, that 
one person appeared under the title of the Lord, 
and the Angel of the Lord; and that this Person, 
as was “ the unanimous opinion of all antiqui- 
ty,” || was the Prr-existeEnT Curist. We have 
further seen, that he was denominated Peniel, the 
face of God—the Redeeming Angel—the God of 


* 1 Cor. x. 9. + Numb, xxi. 9. } John iti, 14, 15, 
§ Ps. cxxi. 4-8, || Dr S. Clarke, 
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Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—and Jehovah. In- 
deed, throughout the whole history of the Old 
Testament, he receives the last appellation—al- 
though to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, he was 
not “ known by his name Jehovah ;” and the Se- 
venty, the writers of the New Testament, and 
the translators: of our authorised version, have 
uniformly rendered the words Jehovah and Ado- 
nai, by the word Lord. * 

The rank and dignity which the sacred writers 
ascribe to him, will fall under our consideration 
in ma tt third. In the mean time, we have to 
notice, in a very general manner, that the re- 
maining portions of the Old Testament, corrobo- 
rate the preceding evidence, that this illustrious 
person was none other than Christ our Saviour. 

Moses, who was the medium of communication 
between the Lord and his people, was in all pro- 
bability the author of the book of Job; and in it 
we find the following sublime and solemn sen- 
tence :—* I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth.” + 

‘In the year that King Uzziah died,” says 
Isaiah, “ 1 saw also the Lord (Jehovah) sitting 
upon a throne high and lifted up; and his train 
filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphim ; 


* Taylor’s “ Apology of Ben Mordecai,” vol. i. p. 228, &c. 
Clayton’s «« Essay on Spirit,” p. 54, &c. Pearson’s “ Expo- 
sition of the Creed,” p, 144, &c. + Job xix, 25. 
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and one cried unto another, and said, -Holy, ho- 
ly, holy, is the Lord of Hosts! (Jehovah, God of 
Hosts) the whole earth is full of his glory.°— 
*« These things said Esaias, when he saw his (2. e. 
Christ’s) glory, and spake of him.” * 

«‘ And it shall come to pass,” says the prophet 
Joel, “ that whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord (Jehovah) shall be delivered: for in 
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliver- 
ance, as the Lord hath said, and in the remnant 
whom the Lord shall call.” This passage'is ap- 
plied by St Paul to the Lord Jesus Christ, there- 
by intimating to us, that our Saviour and the Je- 
hovah of the prophet are but different appella- 
tions of the same person. ‘ The same Lord over 
all is rich unto all that call upon him: for whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the: Lord shall 
be saved.” + 

- “ Sanctify the Lord of: Hosts himself,” says 
Isaiah, “ and let him be your fear, and let him 
be your dread: and he shall be for a sanctuary: 
but for a stone of stumbling and rock of offence to 
both houses of Israel.”— The stone,” says St 
Peter, “ which the builders disallowed, the same 
is'made the head of the corner, anda stone of 
stumbling and rock of offence.” +} 

« And I (Jehovah) will pour upon the house of 


* Is. vi. 1,2, 3. John xii. 41. 
+ Joel ii, $2. Rom. x. 12, 13. 
+ Is, viii. 13,14, 1 Peter i. 7, 8. 
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David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplication, and they 
shall look upon me whom they have pierced.” 
In explanation of this we are told, that “ one of 
the soldiers with a spear pierced his (2. e. Christ’s) 
side :—that the Scripture should be fulfilled— 
they shall look on him whom they pierced.” * 

That he might fulfil this remarkable predic- 
tion, and others of a similar kind concerning his 
sufferings, it was from the beginning declared, 
that he should spring from “ the seed of the wo- 
man,” +—that a “ body should be prepared for 
him,” {—that “ a virgin should conceive and bear 
a son,” §—in the accomplishment of which, 
‘* when the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his son made of a woman.” || As the 
«angel of the Lord,” we have seen that he often 
assumed a material appearance . but as the Mes- 
siah, he came in our nature, and united himself 
in one person with the man Jesus. Under the 
former character, he was styled the “ Captain of 
the Hosts of the Lord,” and under the latter, 
he is represented as the “ Captain of our Salva- 
tion.”** As “ the Angel of the presence he sa- 
ved them—.in his love and in his pity he redeem- 
ed them~—and he bare them, and carried them all 

* Zech. xii. 10. John xix. 34, For similar examples, vide 
Is, liv. 5. and Eph. v. 23. Ps. Ixviii. 17, 18. and Eph. iv. 7, 8. 
Is. xl. 9—11. Luke i, 76. &c. &c. 


+ Gen. iii. 15. t Heb. x. 5. § Is. vii. 14. 
# Col, iv. 4. 4 Josh. v. 14. ** Heb. ii. 10. ° 
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the days of old.” As the Messiah, he was “ full 
of grace and of truth—he forgave sins—and bare 
our griefs, in giving his life a ransom for many.”* 
He was “ the desire of all nations.” + 

« And the Lord whom ye seek,” said Malachi, 
* shall suddenly come to his temple, even the Mes- 
senger of the Covenant, whom ye delight in: — 
Behold he shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 
«‘ The devout Simeon took Jesus up in his arms, 
and blessed God, and said, Lord now lettest 
thou thy servant depart in peace, according to 
thy word: for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
which thou hast prepared before the face of all 
the people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of thy people Israel.” § “To him all 
the prophets bare witness. For all the promises 
of God, whether under the former or latter dis- 
pensation, in him are yea, and in him Amen.” || 
‘*‘ He loved the church, and gave himself for it, 
that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the word; that he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, not hav- 
ing spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that 
it should be holy and without blemish.” « Bles- 
sed is he who cometh in the name of the Lord to 
save us. Hosannah in the highest !’’ ** 

* Ts. lxili. 9. Johni.14, &e. _ + Hag. ii. 6, 7. 

¢ Mal. iii. 1,2. § Luke il. 28, &c. || 2 Cor. i. 20. 
q Eph. v. 26. ** Mark xi. 10. Allix’s Judgment of 

the Jewish Church against Unitarians, passem. Jamieson’s 


Vindication, passim, Fleming’s Christology, passim. 
x 


SECTION THIRD. 


Part or Proposition First. 


Tus inspired writings teach the pre-existence of 
Christ, by ascribing to him the creation of all 
things. : 


Tue passage which first claims our attention 
is from the exordium of the Gospel according to 
St John. | pepe: 

** All things were made by him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. 

«“ Tie was in the world, and the world was 
made by him, and the world knew him not.” * 

The orthodox, the Polish Socinians, and the 
majority of the modern Unitarians, agree in re- 
ferring these words to Jesus Christ as the Lo- 


* Chi. 3, and 10, 
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gos,* although in a different sense; for under 
this character, he is considered by the first of 
these denominations as the Son of God ;—whilst 
by the other two, he is considered merely as a 
messenger, by whom God hath spoken to the 
world. They consequently differ very widely, 
concerning the meaning which should be at- 
tached to these declarations of St John, which 
they thus unite in applying to the Logos. 

If the inspired writer intend by the phraseolo- 
gy, which is here translated, all things, { to de- 
note the material universe—and if, by the verb, 
which is here translated made, t he mean to de- 
note a creative power—by so doing, it is admit- 
ted by them all, that he distinctly asserts the 
pre-existence of the Logos, the Word, or the 
Saviour. It is accordingly of great importance 
to determine the precise meaning which ought 
to be affixed to these terms. 

It is obvious, that, as they stand in the Eng- 
lish version, they ascribe the creation of the 
world to the Lord Jesus Christ: and the most 
learned philologists consider this part of the au- 
thorised version as an accurate translation of 
the original.§ But the Unitarians labour to 
evince, that these verses ought to be interpreted 


* Mr Lindsay, &c. consider the Logos, merely, the Wisdom 
of God ; but this interpretation is generally rejected, even by 
Unitarians.—Belsham’s Inquiry, p. 21, &c. 

+ 1% wavre, t éyévsro, § Schleusner, &c. 
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in reference to the moral creation of those things 
which pertain to the new dispensation.* In 
support of this opinion they remind us,—that 
the verb under consideration, is seldom employed 
by the writers of the New Testament, in the 
sense of material creation—that the word ren- 
dered all things is sometimes used by them in a 
restricted sense—and that the preposition which 
is here translated, by, + as the efficient cause, 
may, with equal propriety, be translated, through, 
as the instrument of efficiency. In conformity 
with these critical observations, they have adopt- 
ed the following translation of the third verse. 

« All things were done through him, and 
without him not a single thing was done, which 
hath been done.” 3 

The propriety of this translation depends, not 
only upon its philological accuracy, compared 
with the common version, but upon their com- 
parative consistency with the scheme of redemp- 
tion as unfolded throughout the Scriptures. In 
addition to the proofs which we have already 
considered of our Saviour’s pre-existence and 
antecedent agency as the angel of the covenant, 
we are informed by St Paul, that the Gospel— 
by which, he means the glad tidings of man’s 


* Belsham’s “‘ Calm Inquiry.’’? Carpenter’s ** Unitarian- 
ism the Doctrine of Scripture.’”? And the Unitarian “ Im- 
proved Version.” 

+ Oia. 
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salvation from the power and the consequences 
of sin,—was preached to those who lived under 
‘the Old Testament, as well as to those who are 
under the new dispensation. “ Let us therefore 
fear, lest a promise being left us of entering 
into his rest, any of you should seem to come 
short of it. For unto us was the Gospel preach- 
ed, as well as unto them; but the word preach- 
ed did not profit them, not being mixed with 
faith in them that heard it.”* When he else-. 
where designates “ Jesus Christ, the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever;” he communicates 
the same idea, whether we understand the terms 
Jesus Christ, | exclusively in a personal sense, 
or as being also equivalent to the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ. Through his doctrine, men were saved 
in the old times before them, as well as in the 
days of the apostles ; and we are also told, that 
then, as well as now, the word preached was un- 
profitable to some, “ not being mixed with faith 
in them who heard it.” { ‘ This is the stone,” 
said St Peter concerning Jesus Christ, to the 
rulers.of the people and the elders of Israel, 
« which was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. WNei- 
ther is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men 


* Heb. iv. 1, 2. + Heb. xiii. 8. 
t Heb. iv. 2. 
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whereby we must be saved.” * In unison with 
the beautiful idea which is thus so distinctly 
conveyed, that previous to his incarnation, Jesus 
was personally engaged in carrying on the plan 
of reconciliation; we find a remarkable passage 
in the prophecies of Micah, the true meaning of 
which has been accurately stated in the follow- 
ing words :—“< Out of thee, Beth-lehem Ephra- 
tah, shall he come forth unto me that is to be 
Ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from old, from the days of the age; and he 
continued to give them, until the time that she 
who was a-bearing had borne.” + 

But his gospel under the Old Testament ad- 
ministration was overshadowed by the figures of 
the law; and, as their minds were blinded, they 
were unable to look unto Jesus, or comprehend 
that mystery which he has fully revealed under 
the new dispensation. “It was hid from ages 
and generations, and in the last days made mani- 
fest to the saints.”{ The Holy Spirit “ prophe- 
sied of this grace that should come.”§ “ Be- 
hold the days shall come, saith the Lord, that I 
will make a new covenant with the house of Is- 
rael, and with the house of Judah; not accord- 
ing to the covenant which I made with their fa- 


* Acts iv. 11, 12. 
+ Micah v. 2, 3; and Gerard’s Sermons, p. 89. 
t Coloss. i, 26. § 1 Pet, i. 10. 
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thers, in the day that I took them by the hand, 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt: but 
this shall be the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel; after those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts; and will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.” * 

It is indeed evident, not only from these pas- 
sages, but from the whole tenor of the sacred re- 
cord, that this plan of restoration was devised 
in the counsels of heaven before the foundation 
of the world was laid—that it was faintly seen 
from the earliest dawn of time—by degrees more 
fully disclosed—and in due season brought to 
light by the Sun of Righteousness. From its 
commencement to its consummation, it formed, 
not two different systems, but one grand harmo- 
nious scheme, of which the object was the same, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ at once its author 
and its finisher. {| Upon the supposition of his 
pre-existence, all this scriptural statement, is at 
once grand, and beautiful, and intelligible. But 
upon the Unitarian supposition—that the Lord 
Jesus Christ had no existence previous to his 
appearance in the world—that he was liable like 
other men, to ignorance, prejudice, and frailty, 


* Jeremiah xxxi. 31—34. 


+t “ An History of the Werk of Redemption, by Jonathan 
Edwards,” p. 7. 
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and, until the thirtieth year of his age, was en- 
tirely unacquainted with the nature of the office 
for which he was destined—if this be true, it is 
impossible to affix any consistent idea to the as- 
sertion, that “ all things” pertaining to the new 
dispensation ‘ were done through him ;” for, if 
every thing necessary for the accomplishment 
of its great design was effected by his instrumen- 
tality, we should be forced from its connection 
with the prior dispensation, to infer his agency — 
in a pre-existent state; in as much as we have 
seen, that the Author of the one, was the Fi- 
nisher of the other. 

But the Unitarian interpretation is not more 
inconsistent with the general representations of 
Scripture, concerning the nature of the Messiah’s 
kingdom, than their translation is unsupported 
by the legitimate construction of the words un- 
der review. Independent of its application in this 
instance, there are three other passages in which 
the verb, which in the authorised translation of 
the third verse is rendered made, is used by the 
writers of the New Testament, in the sense of 
material creation ; and in the Septuagint version 
of the Old Testament, to which they made fre- 
quent reference, it is often applied in a similar 
manner.* Jt cannot be questioned by any one, 
that the preposition, which the Unitarians have 


* Note E, Appendix. 
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rendered through, may with equal propriety be 
rendered by,—and. the most learned critics have 
given the preference to this translation in the 
passage before us.* In this manner, philologi- . 
cal accuracy, and the analogy that exists between 
the Old aad the New Testament, combine to 
support the reading of our common version, and 
substantiate the received interpretation, that all 
things, according to the most comprehensive 
sense of the words, were made by Jesus Christ— 
and that “‘ without him was not any thing made, 
that was made.” As this is the most obvious, 
consistent, and grammatical meaning of the 
words, it points out the sense which ought to be 
affixed to the tenth ‘verse, wherein it is said, that 
the world was made by him, and where the term 
world corresponds with the expression which in 
the third verse is translated all things. +} 

We are also informed by St Paul, in his Epis- 
tle to the Hebrews, that “ This person was 
counted worthy of more glory than Moses, in as 
much as he who hath builded the house hath 
more honour than the house; for every house 
is builded by some one; but he that built all 
things is God. And Moses verily was faithful 
in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of 
those things which were to be spoken after; but 


* Schleusner. + Doddridge, Campbell, Hammond, 
Rosenmuller, zn locum. 


> 


VE ON THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST. 


Christ as a son over his own house; whose house 
are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end.” * 

In this passage, the Apostle is supposed by 
some Christians to intimate the creation of the 
material universe by the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
in this sense, the verb + which he employs is ne- 
ver used by the sacred writers. His design is to 
shew the superiority of our Saviour to Moses, 
inasmuch as he was the author of the dispensa- 
tion, (represented under the idea of an house-- 
hold, in which the Jewish legislator was a servant,) 
is worthy of more glory than a prophet who 
merely announced its future blessings. He tells 
us, that the house or dispensation is the proper- 
ty of him who built or planned it; and he as- 
sures us, that Christ is not merely in the house 
like Moses, but over it, as his own house. In 
this sense, although it has no reference to the 
creation of the world, it is adduced in this place 
as further evidence of what has already been 
stated—that if the Evangelist really intended, 
by the 9th and 10th verses in the Ist of John, to 
inform us, that all things connected with the di- 
vine plan for the moral regeneration of man- 
kind were effected by his instrumentality, Christ 
must have existed prior to the Mosaic dispensa- 


* Chap: ii.'3, 4, 5, ©: t+ xaracnevdluv—seepissime 
est preparare, instruere, adornare. Rosenmuller and Whit- 
by, tn locum. Dr Jamieson’s Vindication, p. 487. 
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tion, which formed an important introductory 
part of it, and which in this passage is expressly 
declared to be an institution of his appointment ; 
and if so, it is a fact inconsistent with the Uni- 
tarian hypothesis.* 

Upon this scriptural principle, that the Mosaic 
and Christian dispensations are but different parts 
of the same scheme, of which the Lord Jesus 
Christ was the Author and Finisher, we shall be 
led to believe in his pre-existence, even from the 
erroneous exposition which the Unitarians give 
of the following passage in the Epistle to the 
Colossians. 

‘* Who is the image of the invisible God, the 
first born of every creature :} For by him were all 
things created that are in heaven, and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; 
all things were created by him, and for him; 
and he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist; and he is the head of the body the 
church ; whois the beginning, the first born from 
the dead.” + 

If, as the Unitarians contend, this splendid 
phraseology refer exclusively to the civil and mo- 
ral distinctions of a social state, as connected 


* Hammond, Doddridge. 

+ Rather, “ Genitus ante omnem creaturam: Born before 
any Creature,” or “ parent of every creature,” 

¢ Coloss. i. 15, 16, 17, 18. 
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with the divine plan of reconciliation; and if 
Jesus Christ preceded these, and appointed them, 
then was he pre-existent, and personally enga- 
ged in carrying on that mediatorial scheme which 
originated in the gracious purpose of God, be- 
fore the world began.” 

But to the common sense of the majority of © 
Christians in all ages, and to the judgment of the 
most learned divines, the minute and peculiar enu- 
meration of the objects of our Saviour’s creation,— 
* of things in heaven and things on earth, both vi- 
sible and invisible,”? expressions which correspond. 
with “ the things made and seen,” that are spo- 
ken of in the Epistle to the Hebrews, contrasted 
with the relation which Christ bears to the 
church as its head ;—has communicated the idea, 
that he is at once the Creator of the material uni- 
verse, and the Author and Finisher of .our faith. 
Not only is it said, that “ thrones, and domi- 
nions, and principalities, and powers,” were cre- 
ated by him, but that “ by him and for him 
were all things created, that are in heaven and 
in earth, visible and invisible,’—including, ac- 
cording to the legitimate interpretation of the 
words, the heavens, the earth, and their inha- 
bitants.* 

«“ Nothing,” says Dr S. Clarke, “ can be more 
forced and unnatural than the Socinians inter- 


* Pearson’s Exposition of the Creed, p. 114. Whitby, in 
locum, 
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pretation of this passage ; who understand it fi- 
guratively of the new creation by the Gospel.” * 

Dr Doddridge says, that “ to interpret this, 
as the Socinians do, of a new creation in a spiri- 
tual sense, is so unnatural, that one could hardly 
believe, if the evidence were not so undeniably 
strong, that any set of learned commentators 
could fall into it.” + , 

** We are far from wishing to deny,” says Dr 
Jamieson, “ that the change effected by the Gos- 
pel is called a creation. But, of all men, Soci- 
nians plead this application of the term with the 
worst grace. For they ascribe so little agency 
to Jesus in the work of the new creation, as to 
bring discredit on the Spirit of inspiration for 
using so emphatic a term. Did they understand 
it in its proper sense, when applied to the Gos- 
pel; did they really ascribe to the Son of God 
that exceeding greatness of power required in the 
new creation; they could not hesitate to acknow- 
ledge his supreme agency in the old.” { 

In the commencement of the Epistle which 
contains the minute and splendid passage which 
we have just considered, concerning our Savi- 
our’s agency, we find the inspired author repre- 
senting him as a Being, superior not only to man, 
but to the highest order of created intelli- 
gence :— 

* Scripture Doctrine, No. 550. t Note zn locum. 


{ Vindication of the Doctrine of Scripture concerning the 
Deity of Christ, vol. i. p. 466. 
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‘ By whom also God made the worlds; who 
being the brightness of his glory, and the express 
image of his person, and upholding all things by 
the word of his power.... being made so much 
better than the angels”... . of whom, or concern- 
ing whom, viz. the angels, “ he saith, who ma- 
keth his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame 
of fire. But unto,” or concerning, “* the Son, he 
saith.... Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid 
the foundation of the earth; and the heavens 
are the works of thine hands: They shall perish, 
but thou remainest ; and they all shall wax old 
as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt thou 
fold them up, and they shall be changed: but 
thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail”* 

As our attention is for the present confined to 
the question concerning our Saviour’s agency in 
the creation of the world, I have selected, in the 
above quotation, those clauses only of this re- 
markable chapter, which refer directly to that 
subject. In doing so, I have preserved the pre-. 
cise meaning, and legitimate construction of the 
passage; for the reader may observe, by refer- 
ring to his Bible, that the connective particlewhich 
begins the tenth verse, carries him back to the idea 
which is contained in the eighth, and shews that 
the whole is predicated of the same being. 

It is readily admitted, that the word in the 


* Heb, i. 2, 3. 7, 8. 10, 11, 32 
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original, which in the first clause of this quota- 
tion is translated worlds,* has frequently a dif- 
ferent meaning in the sacred writings. The Uni- 
tarians contend, that in this place it ought to be 
rendered ages; and by ages Dr Priestley under- 
stands, “ the present dispensation of God’s go- 
vernment over mankind, which is established by 
the Gospel, the administration of which is com- 
mitted to the Son.”| But it cannot be admit- 
ted, that the Apostle could designate a single 
dispensation the ages ; and from ;this phraseolo- 
gy, connected with what has already been sta. 
ted, it should be understood that the Saviour de- 
vised, and was equally engaged, although ina 
different manner, in the accomplishment of both 
dipensations. This conclusion is so obvious and 
necessary, that other Unitarians have endeavour- 
ed to guard against it, by adopting the follow- 
ing translation :—<“‘ With a view to whom he 
constituted the ages.” } But, as we have already 
seen that the Gospel scheme was gradually de- 
veloped in the different dispensations,—as_ the 
Unitarians admit that ali things connected with 
it were made not only for him, but by him,—and as 
he is called by Isaiah the ather of the future age, 


* ives. 

+ Fam. Ilustr. p. 35, quoted by Dr Jamieson, p. 463. 

{ Lardner, Lindsay, Belsham. Grotius renders the last. 
word worlds, and Doddridge translates the passage, “by whom 
he also constituted the ages.” 

§ Is. ix, 6,—sarse ce merrovros ciaras. 
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—we are justified in rejecting this interpreta- 
tion, not only on account of the singularity of 
the construction, but as being inconsistent with 
the scriptural representation of Jesus Christ, as 
the grand agent in effecting the accomplishment 
of both dispensations. 

It is further to be observed, that the term ren- 
dered world, and sometimes age, is never used 
absolutely to signify the Gospel dispensation, 
but, when so applied, is always connected with 
some other word, as in the instance just quoted 
from Isaiah.* The profoundest biblical critics 
consider it as referring, in this and other pas- 
sages, to the whole system of material creation. 
When taken in connection with the clauses which 
represent the Saviour as “ upholding all things by 
the word of his power,” and “ forming the hea- 
vens by the work of his hands,” this appears to 
be the only appropriate application of it in the 
present instance. The propriety of taking it in 
this sense is strengthened, when we consider, 
that if the inspired writer had, referred, in the 
beginning of the chapter, to the moral world, he 
would not have made an abrupt and forced tran- 
sition towards the conclusion of it, wherein he 
draws a comparison between the eternity of the 
Creator, and the mutability of what he has cre- 
ated. This consideration ought to carry some 


* Jamieson, p. 463. 
+t Schleusner, Rosenmuller, Whitby. 
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weight with it, even if the words at the second 
verse were predicated of the Son, and those at 
the tenth verse of the Father ; but as the gram- 
matical construction of the passage requires us 
to consider them in reference to the same agent, 
it affords us still stronger evidence, that the 
worlds which he made, include those heavens 
which shall wax old as doth a garment, whilst he 
himself shall for ever remain the same.* 

We have seen that the Polish Socinians, and 
the modern Unitarians, consider Jesus Christ as 
the Logos to whom John refers in the beginning 
of his first chapter—that, according to their in 
terpretation, he was the author of the Christian 
scheme—that this scheme, according to our in 
‘terpretation, forms only the concluding part of 
that mediatorial plan which has been carrying 
on from the beginning of the world—and that, 
in consequence, the author of the latter must 
have devised the former dispensation ;—from 
which we have inferred, that his goings forth as 
the Logos have been of old from everlasting. We 
accordingly find several intimations by the wri- 
ters of the Old Testament, similar to that which 
John has given, concerning the agency of the 
Word in the creation of allthings. We can alse 
trace a collateral and corroborative evidence in 
‘support of the same idea, throughout the autho- 

* Hammond, Doddridge, Macknight, im locum. Fleming’s 
Christology, vol. i.’ p. 209, &c. 
F 


$2 ON THE PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST. 


rised translation of the Scriptures, called. Tar- 
gums, which were in use previous to the appear- 
ance of our Lord. We distinctly learn from the 
opinions of Philo, a celebrated Jew, whose writ- 
ings were in’ circulation before the commence- 
ment of our Saviour’s ministry, that his country- 
men, in these old times, considered the Logos as 
a divine person, and, as such, ascribed to him the 
creation of the world. a Bee 
‘The most celebrated of the authorised transla- 
tions which are here alluded to, are the Chaldee 
Paraphrases by Onkelos and Jonathan, which 
have been supposed, by the most intelligent bi- 
blical critics, to represent the sense which the 
Jews then attached to their sacred writings.* 
In these, the creation of the world is frequently 
and distinctly -ascribed to the agency of the 
Word. ‘The same representation is made by 
Philo, in a style equally unequivocal. He tells 
us, that there is one Father of-all, whom he de- 
scribes as he who is; with whom he joins two 
powers, and designates them by various and 
splendid titles. One of these posers he repre- 
sents sometimes as the Logos, sometimes as the 
First Begotten Son, sometimes. as the Eternal 
Image of God, and sometimes as the High Priest, 
who is free from all sin, both voluntary and in- 


* Prideaux’s Connect. vol. ii. p. 531. Kidder’s Demon- 
stration of the Messias, Part III. Pearson on the Creed, p. 150. 
Allix’s Judgment of the Jewish Church, p. 183. | 
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voluntary.* The Unitarians have indeed con- 
tended, that Philo considered this person or 
power merely as an attribute of the Deity, or at 
least only occasionally as a person.t But whilst 
it is admitted that Philo does not always mean 
the personal Logos; when discoursing of the 
Word, it must also be conceded, that as in all 
languages the same term is used in’ various 
senses, we cannot from this conclude, that he did 
not consider the Logos as a person. On the con- 
trary, it is apparent that he did view him in this 
character, from the action, the speech, and the 
creative power which he repeatedly and distinct- 
ly ascribes to this divine Word. ‘The notion 
which has been entertained by some learned men, 
that he derived his opinions from Plato’s theory 
concerning the Trinity, is now universally ex- 
ploded ; and the belief generally entertained, on 
very tenable ground, is, that Plato derived his 
opinions from imperfect traditions of what is de- 
livered in the Jewish writings.t There is, from 
this source, a striking and interesting similarity 
between the sentiments of Philo and the phrase- 
ology of the ancient Scriptures, upon this curious 
point ; and although it is upon the latter alone 
that we would rest so important a fact as the 

* Kidder’s Demonstration, Part III. p. 93, &c.  Allix’s 
Judgment, p. 75. The Apology of Ben Mordecai, by Tay- 
lor, vol. i. p. 340. 3 


t+ Nye on the Trinity, p. 58, &c. Lindsay’s Sequel, p. 345: 
t Gale’s Court of the Gent. p.10. Note F, Appendix. 
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personality of the Logos, we admit the senti- 
ments of the Paraphrasts and of Philo, as corro- 
borating, in some degree, the interpretation 
which we now affix to the sacred writings upon 
this subject.* 

In the Book of Psalms, we are informed, that 
“by the Word of the Lord were the heavens 
made, and all the host of them by the breath of 
his mouth.” | Analogous to this, St Paul says, 
« By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God.” { As it is agree- 
able to the genius of Scripture prophecy to com- 
municate the loftiest truths in an allegorical 
form, and as there is a wonderful coincidence 
between the things attributed to the Logos, 
and those which, in the following passage, are 
ascribed to Wisdom, the most intelligent critics 
have maintained, that both are descriptive of the 
same divine Person. “ The Lord possessed me | 
in the beginning of his way, ) before his works 
of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was. When there 
were no depths, I was brought forth ; when there 
were no fountains abounding with water. Be- 
fore the mountains were settled; before the hills, 
was I brought forth: While as yet he had not 
made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest 


* Note G, Appendix. _ + Ps. xxxiii. 6. t Heb. xi. 3. 
§ “ Sic mos est Hebreis, eternitatem populariter expri- 
mere.” Grot. 2n loc. 
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part of the dust of the world. When he prepa- 
red the heavens, I was there: When he set a 
compass upon the face of the depth: When he 
established the clouds above : When he strength- 
ened the fountains of the deep: When he gave 
to the sea his decree, that the waters should not 
pass his commandment: When he appointed the 
foundations of the earth: Then I was by him, as 
one brought up with him: and I was daily his 
delight, rejoicing always before him: Rejoicing 
in the habitable part of his earth; and my de- 
lights were with the sons of men.” * | 
The phraseology of this passage is indeed most 
singular; and unless understood of personal wis- 
dom, it is unwarrantable even in allegory. But, 
in the personal sense, the expressions, I was set 
up from everlasting—I was brought forth—I was 
brought up—I was by him—rejoicing, &c. coin- 
cide, in a very remarkable manner, with three 
peculiar declarations by St John: “ The Only 
Begotten who is in the bosom of the Father”+— 
«That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked upon, and our hands have 
handled of the Word of Life” {—*« I saw heaven 
opened, and behold a white horse; and he that 
sat upon him was called Faithful and True; 


* Prov. viii. 22—32.. Dr Campbell’s Notes, p, 333— 
« Christ the wisdom of God;” 1 Cor. 1.24. 
+ John i, 18. £1 John i. 1. 
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and in righteousness he doth judge and make 
war. His eyes were as aflame of fire, andon , 
his head were many crowns; and he had a name 
written that no man knew but he himself: and 
he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: 
and his name is called the Word of God.”* We 
are informed by St Peter, that “ by the Word of 
the Lord the heavens were of old.”;+ St John, 
as we have already stated, declares, that all things 
‘were made by the Word—that without him was 
not any thing made that was made—that he 
was in the world which he had made, but that 
the world: knew him not.” We have been taught 
to believe, that he is the image of the invisible 
God—that he was begotten before every crea- 
ture—that he is before all things—that by him 
all things consist—that by him and for him were 
all things in heaven and in earth, visible and in- 
visible, created.” We have been assured, that 
“in the beginning he laid the foundation of the 
earth, and that the heavens : are the work of his 
hands.” | 

In this manner is described the agency of the 
word, and in the book of the Revelation of St 
John, he is styled “'The Amen; The True Wit- 
ness, The Beginning” or first cause “ of the 
creation of God,” {—even our Blessed Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 


* Rev. xix. 11—14. t+ 2 Peter iii. 5. 
{ Rev. iii, 14. agya,—the efficient principle. Cudworth’s In- 
tel. System, p. 217, &c 
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These strong and explicit statements, if re- 
ceived in their common and most obvious import, 
must lead us to consider him as the framer of 
the material universe, as well as the author and 
finisher of our faith. We have been led to adopt 
this as their legitimate meaning, because the ex- 
positions to the contrary are forced, inconsistent 
with the grammatical construction of the words, 
and incompatible with the view which the Scrip- 
tures unfold concerning the plan of redemption, 
as being at all times under the direction of the 
Son: of God. | | 

If we are right in our interpretation of these 
statements with regard to the agency of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, they are more: than sufficient in: 
point both of cogency and number, to establish 
this truth as the doctrine of Scripture,—nor can 
any conclusion from the silence of some of the 
inspired writings, with the semblance of justice, 
lessen the weight of such direct and unequivocal 
evidence. It establishes the fact, in a clear and 
satisfactory manner, that he is considered as the 
creator of the material universe, by those of the 
inspired writers, who have communicated their 
sentiments upon the subject; and there seems to 
_ be nothing left for us, but to acquiesce in their 
decision, or to deny their competency to instruct 
us upon such a point. The subject appeared 
clearly in this light to the father of modern Uni- 
tarianism; and he accordingly hesitates not to tell 
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us, that he does not “ see that we are under any 
obligation to believe it, merely because it was. 
an opinion held by an apostle.”* But we who 
believe whatever God may dictate, and are 
guided in our decisions by the supreme autho- 
rity of the Scriptures, envy not, and would not 
imitate that boldness of mind, which led to a 
conclusion so rash, fearless, and presumptuous. 
We maintain upon the authority of inspiration, 
that our Saviour was the creator of the world,— 
we accordingly believe in his pre-existence—and 
it will appear in the subsequent Chapter, that 
the Scriptures afford us no reason to believe in a 
subordinate or delegated creator. ‘ For of him, 
and through him, and to him are all things. To. 
him therefore be glory for ever, Amen.” + 


* Dr Priestley’s History of Early Opinions, p. 63. 
+ Romans xi. 36. 


CHAPTER THIRD. 


ON THE 


DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 
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CHAPTER THIRD. 


On the Divinity of Christ. 


PRoposITION SECOND. 


‘Tue inspired writings establish his Divinity ;— 
by representing him as being in a peculiar sense 
the Son of God—and by ascribing to him the es- 
sential and incommunicable attributes of Deity. 


SECTION FIRST. 


Tue inspired writings establish his Divinity, 
by representing him as being in a peculiar sense 
the Son of God. 


We have traced the goings forth of Christ as 
the Creating Word, and the Angel of the covenant; 
and we are now to consider him, according to 
ancient prediction, as our incarnate Saviour. 
Prophecy pointed out, that he should be “ of the 
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seed of the woman,”—and become the offspring 
of “ a virgin.” Isaiah says, “ Unto us a child is 
born, unto us a Son is given;” and Jeremiah 
adds, “‘ the Lord hath created a new thing in the 
earth, a woman shall compass a man.” * 

In the fulfilment of this class of predictions, 
“ the angel of the Lord said unto Mary, the Ho- 
jy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore 
also that Holy thing, which shall be born of 
thee, shall be called Zhe Son of God.” Subse- 
quently, “ Jesus being baptized, and praying, 
the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost 
_ descended in a bodily shape, like a dove, upon 
him; and a voice came from heaven, which said, 
Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well plea- 
sed.” During his transfiguration, there came 
also “ a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is 
my beloved Son; hear ye him.” + 

In ascertaining the import of this appellation, 
it occurs to us at once, that others beside him 
have been styled “ sons of God.” Adam is 
called the “ Son of God.” “ Israel is my Son,” 
saith the Lord, “ even my first born.” We are 
assured by St Paul, that “ as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, are the sons of God; and if | 
sons, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint heirs 


* Gen. iii. 15. Isa. vii. 14.; ix. 6. Jer, xxxi, 22. Appen- 
dix, Note H. | 
+ Luke i. 35.5; iii. 22.5 ix. 85. 
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with Christ.” The same idea is stated in the 
book of the Revelations, in the following words : 
** He that overcometh shall inherit all things, 
and I will be his God, and he shall be my Son.”* 

The Unitarians contend, that it is in this ge- 
neral sense that Christ is styled the “ Son of 
God”—that from the superiority of his spiritual 
endowments he is called God’s * beloved Son”— 
and that this title is equivalent to “ The 
Messiah.” It is said for instance, “ Thou art 
the Sen of God, thou art the King of Israel ;” 
and we readily grant that these phrases refer 
to the same person, but we deny that they 
precisely denote the same idea. In like man- 
ner we admit, that one person was called the 
*‘ son of Jesse,” and the “ King of Israel,” but 
we cannot think that these appellations are per- 
fectly synonymous. Upon the same principle 
we conclude, that although the titles “ Christ,” 
and “ Son of God,” designate our Saviour, they 
‘do so in a different sense, From the solemnity 
with which it was announced at his birth, at his 
baptism, and during his transfiguration, the con- 
viction presses upon us, that something at once 
peculiar and important, is implied in this appel- 
lation as a title of our Saviour. In this we are 
confirmed, by the manner in which he himself 
laid claim to it—by the interpretation which was 


. it iii. 38. Exod..iv. 22. Rom. vill, 14, & 17. Rev. 
“i. 7. 
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given of it by the Jews—by the dignity which is 
attached to it by St Paul—and the mysterious 
nature which is frequently ascribed to the Sa- 
-viour, as “ the Son of God.” 

The first of our Saviour’s declarations upon 
this subject, was addressed to his mother and re- 
puted father. He was then only twelve years 
old, and had been separated from them three 
days, when he was found in the temple “ sitting 
in the midst of the doctors, both hearing and 
asking them questions. And all that heard him 
were astonished at his understanding and an- 
swers. And when they saw him they were 
amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, 
why hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold thy 
father and I have sought for thee sorrowing. 
And he said unto them, how is it that ye sought 
me? [that ye knew not where to find me ?] Did 
ye not know, that I ought to be in my Father's 
house ?”* He declared that God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.”+ On another occa- 
sion he said, “ My Father worketh hitherto, and 
I work. Therefore the Jews sought the more 
to kill him, because he said that God was his 


* ey ro1s tov mareos peov det evi“ In my Father's house,” is 
better than the received translation, “‘ about my Father's 
business,”’ Luke ii, 48. Hammond, Doddridge in loc. 

+ John iii. 16. 
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father, making himself equal with God.”* Af- 
terwards he said unto them, “ I and my Father 
are one. Then the Jews took up stones again 
to stone him. Jesus answered them, many good 
works have I shewn you from my Father ;. for 
which of these works do ye stone me? The 
Jews answered him, saying, for a good work we 
stone thee not, but for blasphemy; and because 
that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.” + 
Again we find him making this. declaration, 
when he knew that it would certainly lead the 
Jews to condemn and crucify him. “ The high 
priest asked him, and said unto him, art thou 
the Christ, the Son of the blessed? And Jesus . 
said, Iam. And ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and. coming 
in the clouds of heaven. Then the high priest 
rent his clothes, and saith, what need we any far- 
ther witnesses? Ye have heard the blasphemy : 
What think ye?. And they all condemned him 
to be guilty of death.” { 

The first idea which is suggested by these 
passages, is the singularity of the claim on the 
part of our Lord, for not one of the preceding 

rophets ever assumed_the title of “a So 
God,” far less of “ the Son of God,” and further 
still, was the claim of the most distinguished of 


™* John v. 17, 18. Icos, equal, Schleusner, Pearson on the 
Creed. 


- + 1 John x. 30. & 33.- ‘. £ Mark xiv. 61—64, 
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them, from “the only begotten Son of God.” 
Our Lord alone has founded his authority upon 
this peculiar and pre-eminent relation to the di- 
vine Being. The appellation of “ sons of God” 
was familiar to the Jews, as applied to angels, to 
magistrates, and saints, and as such they hesi- 
tated not to designate themselves. But it is 
beyond all doubt, that they understood our Lord 
in a very different and much higher sense when 
he laid claim to this title. Their opinion in this 
respect, was followed by such serious conse- 
quences, with regard to himself, that, independ- 
ently of its remoter consequences in deceiving 
his church, our Lord would assuredly have con- 
tradicted it, had it been founded in error. In 
calling himself ‘* God’s Son,” they conceived him 
to utter blasphemy, to make himself God, to 
make himself equal with God, and one with God, 
They understood his claim to this title in the 
sense in which it has been interpreted by the 
great body of his disciples in every age of the 
church, and in the sense in which it was received, 
and has been declared by an inspired apostle: 
** God hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds; who,. 
being the brightness of his glory, and the ex- 
press image of his person, and upholding all. 
things by the word of his power, when he had. 
by himself purged our sins, sat down on the. 
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right hand of the Majesty on High ; being made 
so much better than the angels, as he hath by 
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
_ they. For unto which of the angels said he at 
any time, thou art my Son, this day have I begot- 
ten thee? And again, I will be to him a Fa- 
ther, and he shall be to mea Son?” Unto or 
concerning this Son, “he saith, Thy throne O 
God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of right- 
eousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. iho 

In “ the words of Agur,” it is asked, “ Who 
hath ascended up into heaven, or descended ? 
Who hath gathered the wind in his fists? Who 
hath bound the waters in a garment? Who 
hath established all the ends of the earth?» What 
is his name, and what is his son’s name, if thou 
canst tell?” + It is evident that in its applica- 
tion to the Father, whose distinctive title was 
familiar to the Jews, the, word name must be 
considered in reference to his incomprehensible 
nature; and, by parity of reason, we must con- 
sider it as expressing the same idea when it is 
used with respect to the Son. It cannot merely 
apply to the expression by which he is designated, 
for it was made known unto all, that “ his name 
is called, The Word of God.” But in the ac- 
ceptation of the term, as it is used by Agur in 
reference to his incomprehensible essence, it is 


* Heb. i. &c. + Proverbs xxx. 4, 


98 ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


elsewhere said, “* He had a name written that 
no one knew but he himself.”* It was said of 
him, when acting as the angel of the covenant 
who appeared to the saints, and led the Israel- 
ites through the wilderness ;—‘ Beware of him, 
and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he 
will not pardon your transgressions; for my 
name is in him.” + By thus ascribing to him the 
divine perfection of justice, the angel who pro- 
nounced these words, limits the application of 


the word under review, to identity of essence. 


cen 


geance belonged to the Deity alone, and that 
upon him alone they should place their confi- 
dence: and in accordance with this conviction, 
they understood this declaration by the angel, 
and the following direction by the Psalmist,— 
‘Kiss ye the Son lest he be angry, and ye per- 
ish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but 
a little: blessed are all they that put their trust 
in him.” ¢ 

* When there were no depths,” saith the Son, 
« I was brought forth.—Before the mountains 
were settled, before the hills was I brought forth. 
Then was I by him as one brought up with him.” 
Saith the Father, “ Thou art my Son,—I have 
begotien thee.” In unison with the idea which 


* Revelation xix. 12, . + Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. 
t Psal. ii. 12. 
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we are led by these observations to attach to the . 
Son as being consubstantial with the Father, we 
find our Saviour denominated, “ the only begot- 
ten of the Father,” and “ the only begotten Son, 
who is in the bosom of the Father.” We can- 
not therefore accede to the gratuitous assump- 
tion of the Unitarians, that when we call him 
“the only begotten Son of God,” we express 
precisely the same idea, as when we call him 
“the beloved Son of God.” Like the terms 
« Son of God,” and “ Messiah,” they are charac~ 
teristic of the same person; but they are so ina 
different sense, as the latter is: the consequence 
ef the former. 

This idea, we think, receives further corrobo- 
ration from the following passages. “ While 
the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus ask- 
ed them saying, What think ye of Christ? 
Whose son is he? They say unto him, The 
Son of David. He saith unto them, How then 
doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The 
Lord said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right 
hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool ? 
If David then call him Lord, how is he his son ? 
And no man was able to answer him a word; 
neither durst any man, from that day forth, ask 
him any more questions.” * But this difficulty, 
so perplexing to them, has since been distinctly 


* Matth. xxii. Al, » &e. 
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solved by his inspired apostles, and more directly 
by St Paul, who states, that Christ “ was made 
of the seed of David according to the flesh, and 
declared to be the Son of God with power, ac- 
cording to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrec- 
tion from the dead.”* As being made of his 
seed, he is the son of David; and as being divine 
in his nature, he is the Son of God. ‘There is 
thus an expressive antithesis between the terms, 
‘“‘ according to the flesh,” and “ according to the 
spirit of holiness,” which any other interpreta- — 
tion of the passage would destroy. In this sense, 
* he was the root and the offspring of David— 
he was put to death in the flesh, but quicken- 
ed by the spirit—he was manifest in the flesh 
and justified in the spirit—and he offered himself 
without spot unto God, through the eternal 
Spirit.” +: 

The inspired writers assure us of the fact, 
that Christ subsisted in the form of God—that 
the divine nature was in him—that he was the 
Son of God according to the spirit of holiness, as 
a counter part to his being the son of David ac- 
cording to the flesh; and, that as the only be- 
gotten Son, we ‘ should honour him, as we ho- 
nour the Father.” 

The importance of our faith in the fact. as 


* Rom. i. 3, 4. 
+ Rev. xxii. 16. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 1 Tim. iti. 16. Heb, ix. 14, 
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thus revealed, is strikingly represented in the 
reply which our Saviour made to St Peter’s 
avowal, that he was the “ Son of God.” “ Bless- 
ed art thou, Simon Barjona; for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 
who is in heaven.” * It is further confirmed by 
his declaration to Nicodemus; “ He that be- 
lieveth not, is condemned already; because he 
hath not believed in the name of the only begot- 
ten Son of God.” + 

It does not detract from the importancé of 
this revelation, that we are not enabled by it to 
comprehend the essential nature of the Son. 
On the contrary, the preceding intimations, that | 
this knowledge is too high for created intelli- 
gence, establish the doctrine of his divinity. 
These intimations are confirmed in the most un- 
qualified, direct, and unequivocal manner, both 
with regard to his essence and the mode of his 
existence. ‘“ No.one knoweth who the Son is 
but the Father.” . 

The passage from which this declaration is 
taken, and others which are analogous to it, sug- 
gest and confirm similar ideas of great import- 
ance. 

All things are delivered to me of my Father ; 
and no man knoweth who the Son is, but the Fa- 


® Matth. xvi. 17. + John iii. 18, 
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ther; and who the Father is, but the Son, and 
he to whom the Son will reveal him.” * 

‘« No man knoweth the Son, but the Father ; 
neither knoweth any man the Father, save the 
Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.” + 

“No one hath seen God at any time; the 
only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him.” + 

Not that any one hath seen the “ Father, 
save he who is of God, he hath seen the Fa- 
ther.” 6 | 

“If ye had known me, ye had known my [’a- 
ther also.”—— He that hath seen me, hath seen 
the Father.”——“ Believest thou not that I am in 
the Father, and the Father in me ?”—* The Fa- 
ther who dwelleth in me, he doeth the works.” || 

‘“ For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily: and ye are complete in him 
who is the head of all principality and power.” 4] 

These passages lead us to inquire, in the jirst 
place, into the import of the assertion, that “ no 
one knoweth who the Father is but the Son.” It 
is added, “ and he to whom the Son will revéal 
him’”—and this, by the Unitarians, is deemed a 
qualifying clause, absolutely limiting the know- 
ledge of the Son to the revealed will of the Fa- 


* Luke x. 22. + Matth. xi. 27. t John i, 18. 
§ John iv. 46. || John xiv. 7, 9, 10, 11. 
I Col. ii, 9. Xeparmas, Bodily, denoting personality. 
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ther. The sum and substance of this revealed 
will consists, they tell us, in the doctrine of a fu- 
ture life of rewards and punishments. If so, this 
knowledge, we think, ‘cannot be ascribed to him 
as the exclusive medium of communication. 
“God, at sundry times and in divers manners, 
had spoken in times past to the fathers by the 
prophets,” and through them had revealed the 
doctrine of immortality. “I know,” saith Moses, 
as the author of the Book of Job, “ that though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my 
flesh shall I see God.”* It is acknowledged 
that our Lord comprehended still more clearly, 
and more fully disclosed this higher destiny of 
man; but even such superiority in the commu- 
nication which he received, could neither vindi- 
cate the truth nor the propriety of the strong 
and peculiar phraseology before us. We have 
also to bear in mind, that to the unqualified asser- 
tion, in a clause which we have already consider- 
ed, that the Father knoweth the Son in a sense 
in which he is not known to any other intelli- 
gence, it is explicitly added, that in the same 
sense, the Son knoweth the Father. According 
to this representation, they have reciprocally a 
full and immediate knowledge of each other in 
kind and in degree; from which we infer, that 
the Son is acquainted, not by revelation, but by 


* Job xix. 26. 
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intuition, with the nature, the operations, and 
purposes of the Father. 

In his nature, God is, and ever will be, incom- 
prehensible to finite intelligence. ‘ Who hath 
gathered the wind in his fists ? Who hath bound 
the waters in a garment? Who by searching 
can find out God? Who can find out the Al- 
mighty to perfection? No one,” not even the 
angels, ‘*‘ know who the Father is, but the Son.” 

In his operations, we cannot comprehend him ; 
and this our Lord expressly declared, in answer 
to the inquiry of Nicodemus concerning the man- 
ner in which God renews the heart. “ Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, we speak that we do 
know, and testify that we have seen; and ye re- 
ceive not our witness. If I have told you earthly 
things, and ye believe not, how shall ye believe 
if I tell you heavenly things; for no one ascend- 
_eth up to heaven,” that is, as we have already 
explained, no one can comprehend such things, 
« but he that came down from heaven.” * 

In his purposes, Christ has revealed him to a 
certain extent; and in as far as he has done so, 
his disciples are said to know and to see God. In 
his wisdom, holiness, and goodness, they see him, 
as these are manifested in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
But, even in this respect, his creatures cannot 
comprehend the Father to the same extent as he 


* Chap. II. Sect. I. 
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is known by “ his only begotten Son. For the 
Father loveth the Son, and sheweth him all 
things that himself doth; and he will shew him 
greater works than these, that ye may marvel. 
For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and 
quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth 
whom he will. For the Father judgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son. 
He is the way, the truth, and the life. In him 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge. In him dwelleth the fulness of the God- 
head bodily. As the Father knoweth him, even 
so he knoweth the lather.” * 

Dr Priestley has assured us, that “ every So- 
cinian acknowledges, that the Deity of the Fa- 
ther resided in the man Christ.” + But if the Sa- 
viour were a creature, this Unitarian assump- 
tion is contradictory to the testimony of the 
Scriptures; and, as far as we are enabled to judge, 
it involves an impossibility. ‘ How unsearch- 
able are God’s judgments, and his ways past 
finding out! Who hath known the mind of the 
Lord, or who hath been his counsellor?” t+ We 
are expressly informed, that the highest orders 
of spiritual beings were at a loss to conceive in 
what manner fallen man could be saved from the 
consequences of sin, consistently with the holi- 
ness of God and the honour of his government. 


* John v. 20, 21, 22. John xiv. 6. Col. ii. 3. 
+ Preface to Elwall’s Trial. t Rom. xi. 33, 34. 
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‘¢ When he saw that there was no one, and won- 
dered that there was no intercessor, his own arm 
brought salvation to him, and his righteousness 
it sustained him. Deliver them from going down 
to the pit, I have found a ransom.”* If he 
could have done so, it is evident God did not 
open up to these exalted beings the whole ex- 
tent of his merciful purpose. “ O the depth of 
the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God!” But we may further assert, without 
presumption, that the Deity cannot impart such 
full knowledge to any of his creatures ; for it is 
only asserting, in other words, that he cannot 
communicate his essential attributes, nor enable 
finite minds to comprehend one that is infinite. 
We are led from the preceding inquiry to believe, 
that Christ our Saviour did possess this clear and 
perfect knowledge of the Divine nature, opera- 
tions, and purposes. We are informed, that as 
“ the only begotten Son, he was in the form of 
God—in the bosom of the Father—and hath seen 
the Father.” He cannot therefore be finite; and 
the Scriptures upon this principle declare, that 
« no one knoweth who the Son is, but the Fa- 
ther ;” and for this reason he hath said, “ Let 
all the angels of God worship him. His name is 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God.” + 

“If, by some unknown faculty, our Creator 


* Tsaiah lix. 16. Job xxxiii, 24. 
+t Heb. i. 6. Isaiah ix. 6. 
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should make himself, as he has made his works, » 
the immediate object of our contemplation, our 
knowledge of him would then become perfect in 
its kind perhaps, but in degree not absolutely 
perfect ; for, unless you suppose that faculty to 
be, what no created power can be, infinite, it 
could not give you a complete idea of the infi- 
nitely perfect God. The things that are impos- 
sible with men, it is true, are possible with God; 
but the things that are in their own nature im- 
possible, even omnipotence cannot do. 

«The Almighty God could not make a being 
absolutely almighty, eternal, and independent ; 
and, according to our most rational conception of 
our Maker, it seems he could not perfectly reveal 
himself to the noblest spirits in the universe. 
Whoever could comprehend the God that formed 
him, must be, like himself, infinite in understand- 
ing. ‘The spirits of the just made perfect, and 
the angels with whom they are associated, behold 
him face to face; but say that the highest of the 
angelic order, say that that glorious Spirit who 
stands nearest to his throne has a perfect know- 
ledge of the Godhead; say even that he ever 
will attain to it; and though you set no bounds 
to the enlargement of his faculties, or the im- 
provement of his knowledge, yet you have de- 
nied the infinitude of God; you have affirmed 
that there is a certain point beyond which the 
excellencies of the Godhead do not go. Be not 

‘ | 
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so presumptuous. O my heart! look up, adore, 
and tremble! Ask of the Father of lights to 
guide you through this darksome world to that 
better state, where no uncomfortable clouds shall 
veil your Creators face; but expect, in every 
state into which your eternal progress shall con- 
duct you, to find your God still incomprehensi- 
bly great and glorious. You shall know enough 
of him to administer unto you constant and un- 
speakable delight; but enough of him ever shall 
remain unknown to clothe you in humility, con- 
tinually to suspend your souls in pleasing won- 
der, and to sink your hearts into the deepest re- 
verence, full of awe, yet full of satisfaction.” * 


* Cappe’s Sermons, Vol, II. p. 290. 


SECTION SECOND. 


Part or Proposition SECOND. 


Tue inspired writings establish the Divinity of 
Christ, by ascribing to him the essential and in- 
communicable attributes of Deity. 


Tuese perfections are ascribed to him both as 
the visible Jehovah of the Old Testament, and 
the Messiah of the New. 

When he “ found Hagar by a fountain of wa- 
ter in the wilderness, he said unto her, Behold, 
thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt 
call his name Ishmael; because the Lord hath 
heard thy affliction. And he will be a wild man; 
his hand will be against every man, and every 
man’s hand against him: and he shall dwell in. 
the presence of all his brethren. And she called 
the name of Jehovah that spake to her, thou God 
seest me.” * 


* Gen. xvi. 7, &c. Vide Chap. II. Sect. I. 
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In this short and simple address, she acknow- 
ledged his ommnzsczence ; and in the accomplish- 
ment of the prediction which he gave, concern- 
ing the character and condition of her yet un- 
born child, we have a striking proof, that in do- 
ing so she was not. mistaken. The Arabians, 
who are the descendants of this child, wander at 
this day, unsubdued and uncivilized, in a vast 
and uncultivated country. We shall afterwards 
be called upon to remark more particularly, that 
according to his own express declaration, we are 
to consider this order of things as the appoint- 
ment of Christ; but, in the mean time, we ob- 
serve, in general terms, that he uttered this pre- 
diction in his own name, and by his own autho- 
rity. This he could not have done, if he had 
not been able to controul every cause, and regu- 
late every event, according to his pleasure; and, 
if able to exercise this characteristic power of 
Divinity, he must be God. “ He alone declareth 
the former things, and sheweth the things that 
must be hereafter: he alone pronounceth the end 
from the beginning, and from ancient times 
the things that are not: yet done: he alone re- 
vealeth secret things, and maketh known what 
shall be in the latter days.” In the writings 
which contain these unequivocal declarations, 
our Lord’s omniscience is clearly taken for grant- 
ed. He is frequently said to “ speak from hea- 
ven,” and to ** hear from heaven ;” * and unless . 


* Exod. xx. 22. Neh. ix. 27, 28. 
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he were in possession of this attribute, such things 
could not be said of him with any propriety, nor 
would they convey any distinct idea. * 

This attribute of omniscience arises from that 
of omnipresence; and the idea ef the ene is ne- 
cessarily included in that of the other. We ac- 
cordingly find strong and repeated assurances, 
that both are united in the person of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

When he was conducting the affairs of his 
church under the old dispensation, he said unto 
his servant Moses, “ In all places where I record 
my name, I will come unto thee, and I will bless 
thee.” *: 


He repeated the same promise in his instruc- | 


tions to his disciples under the new dispensa- 
tion, when he said unto them, in these gracious 
words, “ For where two or three are gathered 


together in my name, ani am J in the midst of | 


them.” + 

These passages itiecbebils illustrate each other. 
The assurances, “ I will come unto thee,” and I 
will be “ in the midst of them,” are perfectly sy- 


nonymous ; and-declare, in a strong and most ex- 


plicit manner, the omnipresence of him who made 
them. 

When he was about to leave his disciples, and 
_ascend visibly into the heavens, he consoled them 


° * Exod, xx. 24, + Matt. xviii. 20, 
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by a repetition of the same assurance, in the fol- 
lowing words: “ Lo! I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world.” * 

In this, asin the former instance, our Lord 
only resumed the language in which he had ad- 
dressed his people under the preceding dispensa- 
tion, when he said unto them, by his prophet 
Haggai, “ Iam with you.” + In both instances 
he declared that his presence, implying his fa- 
vour, should accompany every member of his 
church, in all situations, and at all times, even 
unto the end of the world,—and this promise he 
can only accomplish in consequence of omnipre- 
sence. It was thence, too, that “he knew all 
things—that he knew all men—that he needed 
not that any should testify of man, for he knew 
what was in man: And knew from the begin- 
ning, who they were that believed not.” In con- 
firmation of such assurances, Christ himself tells 
us, in these solemn words, “ And all the churches 
shall know, that Iam he who searcheth the reins 
and hearts; and I will give unto every one of 
you according to your works.” { 


* « Potest tamen 4 cuvrércia +e cswvos intelligi etiam de fine 
mundi. Vid. dicta ad Matth. xiii. 39. Tum vero ino» per 
communicationem complectitur etiam subsecutu eos, ut 1 Cor, 
xv, 52; 1 Thess. iv. 17. et hee promissio non ad solos Apos- 
tolos, sed ad omnes Christianos periinet, ut sensus sit: vobis 
et omnibus mihi credituris adero usque ad rerum humanarum 
finem.” Rosenmuller in Joan, xxvii. 20. 

t Hag. 1. 13. a ade 

{ John xxi. 17; ii, 24, 25; vi. 64. Rev. ii, 23. , 
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It is thus that his Apostles ascribe to him, and 
thus that he claims for himself, the prerogative 
of Deity. “ The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked; who can know 
it ??—* I Jehovah,” saith the Almighty, “I Je- 
hovah, search the heart ; I try the reins, to give 
every man according to his ways, and according 
to the fruit of his doings.” ‘ Thou, even thou,” 
says Solomon, in his prayer at the dedication of 
the temple, “« Thou, even thou only, knowest the 
hearts of all the children of men.” *—But the Sa- 
viour laid claim to this prerogative, and gave ma- 
ny displays of it during his public ministry. 
«¢ Jesus saw Nathaniel coming to him, and saith 
of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is’ 
no guile! Nathaniel saith unto him, Whence 
knowest thou me? Jesus answered and said 
unto him, Before Philip called thee, when thou 
wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. Nathaniel 
answered and said unto him, Rabbi, thou art the 
Son of God: thou art the King of Israel. Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Because I said un- 
to thee, I saw thee under the fig tree, belie- 
vest thou? Thou shalt see greater things than 
these.” + , 

When we “ compare spiritual things with spi- 
ritual,” in a plain and unprejudiced manner, we 
are enabled to discover many “ greater things” 


* 1 Kings viii. 39. Jer. xvii. 10. 


H 
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relative to the Saviour, than were known to 
any of the disciples during his abode on earth. 
“Many prophets and righteous men have desired 
to see those things which we see, and have not — 
seen them; and tohear those things which we hear, 
and have not heard them.” * We believe, with 
Nathaniel, that Christ saw him when he was under 
the fig tree; and, with Nathaniel, we are con- 
vinced of his Messiahship as the Son of God and 
the King of Israel. But we further know, that 
he is the only begotten of the Father, and, as 
such, intimately acquainted with the nature, the 
operations, and purposes of the Father. . We 
know that he condescended to be the Redeemer 
of Israel, and that, as such, he is mighty to save. 
« He is a discerner of the thoughts and the in- 
tents of every heart: all things are naked and 
open before him;} and he will be present with 
all his disciples unto the end of the world.” Such 
are our convictions; and in the exercise of this 
faith—more important and more comprehensive 
than that which Nathaniel, professed—we cor- 
dially acknowledge the divinity of Christ, as our 
omniscient and omnipresent Saviour. t 

When he first appeared as the visible Jehovah 
to the patriarch Abraham, Christ said unto him, 
« Get thee out of thy country—and I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 


* Matth. xiii. 17. + Heb. iv. 12, 13. 
+ Vide Hammond, Macknight, and Rosenmuller, passim. 
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make thy name great; and thou shalt bea bless- 
ing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and 
curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed.” He © 
made a similar promise to Hagar, when he found 
her in the wilderness, and said, “ I will multiply 
thy seed exceédingly.” In like manner, he ap- 
peared to Jacob at Luz, and said, “ Behold I 
will make thee fruitful and multiply thee, and I 
will make of thee a great multitude of people, 
and will give this land to thy seed after thee, for 
an everlasting possession.” * 

We know that the events have exactly corre- 
sponded with these predictions. ‘“ Who is he 
that saith, and it cometh to pass, when the Lord 
commandeth it not °” We know, both from rea- 
son and revelation, that “ God upholdeth all 
things by the word of his power—that they con- 
tinue unto this day, according to his ordinance— 
that he only maketh us to dwell in safety—that 
in his hand is the soul of every living thing— 
that he preserveth both man and beast—and that 
without him not a sparrow can fall to the 
ground.” We observe, however, that in the in- 
stances before us, our Saviour speaks of doing 
according to his own will among the inhabitants 
of the world, not as an instrument, but as the 
sole efficient cause. He thereby asserts, that the 


* Vide Chap. I. Sect. I. 
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condition of every creature is dependent upon 
him, and the operations of universal nature under 
his controul. Without that omniscience which we 
have just considered as an essential attribute of 
his nature, he could not have possessed the un- 
derived prescience which he therein manifested ; 
and without omnipotence, he could not have ac- 
complished the predictions which he uttered. But 
as the omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipo- 
tent Jehovah of the Israelites, he multiplied them 
exceedingly, and led them to a land flowing with 
milk and honey. “ The Lord’s portion is his 
people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. He 
found him in a desart land, and in the waste 
howling wilderness: he led him about, he in- 
structed him, he kept him as the apple of his 
eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, flutter- 
eth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, 
taketh them, beareth them on her wings; so the | 
Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange 
God with him.” 

- When conducting the new dispensation, under 
his form of humanity, the exertion of this omni- 
potence distinguished him from every other pro- 
phet, and from every creature. But before we 
consider the peculiar nature of the power which 
he manifested, it is necessary to state, in the 
most explicit manner, that, of themselves, mira- 
cles prove nothing further than the divine com- 
mission of their agent; and that, in this point of 
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view, those which our Lord performed only serve 


as an irrefragable confirmation of his doctrine. , 


As he is in himself perfectly pure, “ he loved 


righteousness and hated iniquity ;” and as mercy + 


is his darling attribute, he determined to save his 
people from the power and consequences of sin; 
and for this purpose, although “ he was in the 
form of God, he made himself of no reputation, 
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross.” In this mediatorial charac- 
ter, which he voluntarily assumed, he declared, 
that whatever he did, he did by appointment ; 
and that, in this official or federal capacity, he is 
inferior to the Father. Here we may remark, that 
this declaration is unparalleled. If he consider- 
ed himself a mere man, or were it distinctly un- 
derstood that he was a creature, although of the 
highest intellectual order, it is impossible to con- 
ceive, that, as an intelligent being, he could have 
been so presumptuous, or as a good being so im- 


pious, as even to hint at a comparison between _ 


the infinite God and one of his finite creatures. 
But the evangelical representation, that in his 
mediatory capacity he is subordinate to the Fa- 
ther, communicates a distinct idea, and explains, 
in a manner perfectly consistent with his person- 
al equality, those numerous passages which turn 
our attention to the inferiority of the Son. He 
finished the work, which in this respect was given 


ve 
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him to do—he declared his authority to be dele- 
gated—and performed the most stupendous mira- 
cles to confirm it in the opinion of his followers. 
*“’The man answered and said unto them, Why 
herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not 
from whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine 
eyes. Now we know that God heareth not sin- 
hers; but if any man bea worshipper of God, 
and doeth his will, him he heareth. Since the 
world began was it not heard that any man 
opened the eyes of one that was born blind. If 
this man were not of God, he could do nothing.”* 
~ But our Lord’s object in the performance of 
these wonderful works, did not rest even in this 
important consequence, for he has also taught 
us to consider them as attestations of his inhe- 
rent power to forgive sins, and manifestations of 
his divinity as the Son of God. His intention 
concerning the former of these points is clearly 
declared in his answer to the murmurings of the 
Jews when they said, “ Why doth this man thus 
speak blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but 
God only? And immediately when Jesus per- 
ceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within 
themselves, he said unto them, Why reason ye 
these things in your hearts ? Whether is it easier 
to say to the sick of the palsy, thy sins be for- 
given thee; or to say, arise, and take up thy bed 


* John ix. 30, 32. 
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and walk? But that ye may know that the Son of 
man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith 
to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, arise, 
and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine 
house.” * In this and other instances of a simi 
lar kind, he did not declare the forgiveness of 
sins in the name of God, but he asserted his 
own inherent right and ability to forgive; and in 
this sense he was understood by the Jews whom 
he addressed. No declaration could communi- 
cate a higher idea of his mighty power; and it 
establishes a doctrine of vast importance. In re- 
mitting the punishment of sin, he must vindi- 
cate the honour, and secure the object of the 
divine law-~-he must enlighten the understand- 
ing, and sanctify the heart of man—and he must 
have the gates of heaven under his control, to 
open, and none be able to shut, to shut and none 
be able to open. When we thus consider thé 
importance of his claim to the inherent power of 
forgiving sin, we at once perceive the full force 
of the objection which was made by the Jews, 
when they said, “ Why doth this man speak 
blasphemies ?”—and we cordially acquiesce in the 
accuracy of this conclusion,—** ‘Who can eer 
sins but God only ?” + 
© It is further declared by St J ohn, that * J esus 
did many other signs in the presence of his dis- 


* Matth, ix, 2—7, + Mark ii. 7, 
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ciples, which are not written in this book: but 
these are written, that we might believe that Jesus 
as the Son of God; and that believing, we might 
have life through his name.” * To believe that 
Christ is the Son of God, is to believe, as we 
have already shewn, in the divinity of his na- 
ture; and the manner in which his miracles 
were performed strongly corroborates our pre- 
ceding statement. We cannot fail to be struck 
with the singular circumstance, that he perform-_ 
ed all of them in his own name, and we thence 
unavoidably infer, that he wished us to consider 
them as the result of his own essential power. 
If this power did not belong to him, his claim 
cannot easily be reconciled with the unassuming 
and lowly character of his mind. If the fact 
were indeed so much at variance with his pre- 
tensions, his disciples acted a more dignified 
part, for they candidly declared that their works 
were performed in consequence of faith in Christ 
as the efficient agent. But, according to his own 
claim, and their declarations, he is represented 
as the cause, and his apostles as his instruments, 
in the production of these effects. “ And these 
signs shall follow them that believe: Jn my 
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues, they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover.—And they went 


* John xx. 30, 31. 
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forth and preached every where, the Lord (Jesus 
Christ) working with them, and confirming the word 
with signs following.” * 

In this place it may also be obsaifed: that 
whilst all other prophets instructed as ‘ ambas- 
sadors of Christ,” and introduced their instruc- 
tions by saying, “ Thus saith the Lord,’— 
Christ alone taught authoritatively, and in his 
own name, saying, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, I am the light of the world: he that follow- 
eth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life—Whatsoever ye ask in my 
name, that will Ido;” and again, ‘ If ye shall 
ask any thing in my name, I will do it.” + 

Thus he spoke, because in him were hid all 
the treasures of wisdom, grace, and truth; and 
hence he gave authority to his disciples to teach. 
all nations, But when he imparted to them a 
still higher ‘ power over all devils, over all dis-. 
eases, and over all the enemy,” it was clearly ma-) 
nifested, that he who could thus communicate, 
could not himself be merely an instrument, and. 
must be possessed of znherent power. When he 
says, that “ the Son can do nothing of himself,” 
he does not oppose this idea, but merely inti- 
mates, that there is such a perfect unity of es- 
sence and will in the one Divine Being, subsist- 
ing as Father and Son, that although in some re- 


* Mark xvi. 20. + John viii. 12; xiv. 13, 14, 
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spects distinct, they do and can do nothing sepa- 
rately; so that in this sense, “ the Son can do 
nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father 
do.” *. To remove the possibility of interpreting 
his statement in any other manner, our Lord 
has added, in the most unequivocal terms, “ for 
what things soever the Father doth, these also 
doeth the Son.” Upon this principle, the resur- 
rection of our Lord in his human nature, and the 
resurrection of mankind in general, is sometimes 
ascribed to the power of the Father, and some- 
times to that of the Son. “ This Jesus hath God 
raised up,” saith the apostle, “ whereof we aré 
all witnesses.—He’ that raised up Christ from 
the dead, shall also quicken our mortal bodies.” + 
But in conformity with the principle which we 
have just stated, it is also most expressly de- 
clared, “ that as the Father raiseth up the dead, 
and quickeneth them, even so the Son quicken- 
eth whom he will.—Therefore doth my Father 
love me,” saith the Saviour, bécause I lay down 
my life, that I might take it again. “No man 
taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself: 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power 
to take it again.) Destroy this temple (viz. the 


** John v. 19. + Rom. viii. 11. 
Tt rAaucavw, “ resumo.” Schleusner. 
§ sks, * 1, Vis et potestas efficiendi aliquid, facultas.— 
2. Libertas agendi. —3. Auctoritas, Potestas Plena.—4. Licen- 
tia faciendi, jus.” Schleusner. “ The word seem signifies 
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‘emple of his body) and in three days J will raise it 
up.* ‘The hour is coming, in which all that are 
in their graves shall hear, the voice of the Son of 
man, and shall come forth; they that have done 
’ good to the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil to the resurrection of damnation. + 
Qur conversation is in heaven, from whence we 
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
who shall change our vile body that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according 
to the working whereby he is able even to sub- 
due all things to himself.” { | beta 

. The agency which he exercised in multiplying 
and blessing the Israelites of old—the inherent 
power to which he laid claim in the performance 
of his miracles—the power which he exerted 
when he raised himself, and which he will exert 
in raising others from the dead,—are considera- 
tions more than sufficient to confirm our faith in 
his omnipotence'as our Redeemer. Dr Price very 
justly observes, that “ the power, in particular, 
which the Scriptures teach us that Christ pos- 


power in general.” Pearce on John i. 12. Vide Luke xii. 5. 
Acts xxvi. 18. Rom. ix. 21. Rev. xx. 6. An examination of 
these passages will convince the candid reader, that the com- 
mon translation of the word, by “ power,” is preferable to the 
Unitarian rendering, by “ authority.” Oe 

* John ii. 19. + John v. 28. 

t “ Our translation comes far short of the expressive en- 
ergy of the original, and I doubt our language can scarce 
reach it.” Pearson on the Creed, p. 256. Phil, iii. 20. 
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sesses, of raising to life all who have died, and. 
all who willjdie, is equivalent to the power of 
creating a world. How inconsistent is it to al- 
low to him one of these powers, and at the same 
time to question whether he could have possessed. 
the other!” * In a preceding part of this work, 
we ascertained, from the representations of Scrip- 
ture, that he was the creator of the material uni-. 
verse; and we are satisfied, from the language 
in which this fact is revealed, that he cannot be 
considered as a mere instrument in this stupen- 
dous production, nor as being in any respect a 
delegated creator. It may be justly asserted, 
that human ingenuity could scarcely devise a 
more improbable supposition than the Arian 
scheme of subordination. It has been most per- 
tinently stated by Dr Priestley, that the power 
of self-subsistence may as easily be communi- 
cated, as that of creating out of nothing.+ But 
were there any dubiety upon this important point. 
which unaided reason could not obviate, it would 
be clearly removed by the explicit declarations 
of Scripture. ‘“ Who hath measured the waters 
in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven 
with the span, and comprehended the dust of the 
earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains 
in scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath 


* Dr Price’s Sermons, p. 148. 
+ Hist. of Early Opinions, p. 77. 
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directed the Spirit of the Lord, or, being his 
counsellor, hath taught him? Lift up your eyes 
on high, and behold who hath created these 
things: that bringeth out their host by number : 
he calleth them all by names, by the greatness of 
his might, for that he is strong in power, not 
one faileth. Hast thou not known, hast thou 
not heard, that the everlasting God, the Lord, 
the creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary ? Thus saith the Lord, thy Re- 
deemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, 
I am the Lord that maketh all things; that 
stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spread- 
eth abroad the earth by myself. I am the Lord, 
and there is none else.” Christ our Creator is 
the “ everlasting Jehovah. He is the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever. In the beginning 
was the Word,” 2. e. the Lord Jesus Christ.—And 
thou Lord, in the beginning, didst lay the foun- 
dation of the earth; and the heavens are the 
works of thine hands: they shall perish, but 
thou remainest; and they all shall wax old as 
doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt thou 
fold them up, and they shall be changed: but 
thou art the same, and thy years shall not fail.”* 

The fact of our Saviour’s omniscience, omnipre- 
sence, omnipotence and immutability, we conceive 


* Isaiah xl..12, 26, 27, 28.; xliv. 24. ; xlv. 18. Heb.-xiii. 8. 
Johni. 1. Heb. i. 10, &c. Vide Doddridge, Hammond, and 
Macknight, passim, 
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to be sufficiently established. In full possession of 
these incommunicable attributes, he is adequate 
to the mighty office of ascertaining the charac- 
ters, and determining the destinies of all the 
generations of mankind: and we are assured 
that there will be a final judgment correspond- 
ing to this, in nature and extent. ‘“ When the 
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his glory. And before him shall be 
gathered all nations; and he shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats: and he shall set the sheep 
on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 
Then shall the King say to them on his right 
hand, ‘ Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom, prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world —then shall he say also to 
them on his left hand, ‘ Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels. —And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment; but the righteous | 
into everlasting life.”  ‘Thé Father judgeth no 
man, but hath committed all judgment unto the 
Son; that all men should honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father: he that honoureth 
not the Son, honoureth not the Father who hath 
sent him :—he hath given him authority to exe- 
cute judgment also, because he is the Son of 
man.” ‘ For we must all appear before the 
3 
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judgment-seat of Christ, that every one may re- 
ceive the things done in the body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” * 

In these, and in other passages that might be 
quoted, it is distinctly asserted, that Jesus Christ 
is appointed to the office of universal Judge. 
This fact is unquestioned even by the Unitarians; 
but they differ from us, both with respect to the 
sense in which he is said to be our judge, and the 
qualifications which are necessary for his office. 
According to them, Christ is only “ figuratively 
a judge, because the final states of all mankind 
will be awarded in a future life, agreeably to the 
solemn, repeated, and explicit declarations of his 
Gospel.” + But this opinion is irreconcileable 
with the declaration of St Paul, that “ as many 
as have sinned without law, shall also perish 
without law; and as many as have sinned in the 
law, shall be judged by the law;—in the day, 
when God shall judge the secrets of men by Je- 
sus Christ, according to my Gospel.” + We 
learn from this passage, and its context, that 
those who never heard of the Gospel, will be 
judged by Jesus Christ on the day of final retri- 
bution—that those who have heard of the name 
of Jesus, will be judged by him according to the 
standard of right and wrong which his Gospel 


* Matth. = 31-446. © John v.22) 23, 27. wk Corivé 10. 
t+ “ Calm Inquiry,” p. 346. ft Rom. 11. 12, &c. 
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has established—and that this judgment. will 
reach to the secrets of men, including their 
thoughts, their words, and their actions. ‘To 
these nothing but omniscience can reach, and of 
these none but an omniscient being can judge. 
We know accordingly that “ the dead, small and 
great, stand before God.” * God is judge him- 
self.” “ We are prepared, from what has already 
been stated, to interpret, in perfect harmony with 
this important truth, the explicit declaration, 
that the Father delegated the Son, in his federal 
capacity of Mediator, to the office of universal 
Judge. This Son, who is of the same essence 
with the Father, assuming to himself a true 
body and a reasonable soul, in two distinct na- 
tures, finished the plan of human redemption. 
** Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every 
name: that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things on 
earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” + “ Him 
hath God exalted with his right hand to bea 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to Is- 
rael and forgiveness of sins.” { “ God will judge 
the world by this Man whom he hath ordained,” 


* Rev. xx. 12. Ps, i. 6. + Philip. ii, 911. 
< Acts v. 31. 
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— for the Father hath given him authority to 
éxecute judgment, because he is the Son of man.” * 
The Son will judge the human race, because, he 
had’ conjoined the human in one person with the 
Divine nature—because, by this personal consti- 
tution, he will appear before assembled worlds 
without overcoming them by the glories of his 
majesty,—and because, by this union, he affords 
the strongest pledge of sympathy with human 
infirmity, and thereby g gives a confidence in the 
mildness of his judgment, which his creatures 
could derive from no other consideration. “ Not. 
simply because he is a man,” says the learned 
Pearson, “ therefore he shall be judge; for then, 
by the same reason, every man should judge; but. 
because of the three persois which are God, he 
only i is also the Son of man, and therefore for his 
affinity with their nature, for his sense of their. 
infirmities, for his appearance to their eyes, most 
fit to represent the greatest mildness and sweet- 
ness of equity in the severity of that just and ir- 
respective judgment.” + * Seeing then,” saith 
the apostle upon this principle, * that we have a 
great High Priest, that is passed into the hea- 
vens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold. fast our 
profession. For we have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities : , ‘but was in all points tempted like 


* John v.27. + Pearson on the Creed, p. 297, 
I 


-——— 


180 ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may, obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need.” * By his sufferings and death, he vin- 
dicated the rectitude of the Divine administra- 
tion, in remitting the punishment of sin—through 
him we are justified, sanctified, and accepted— 
and on the day of final retribution, he will ad- 
dress the redeemed in these glorious and gra- 
cious words, “ Come ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom, prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world.” Then cometh the 
end, when he shall have delivered up the king- 
dom to God, even the Father; when he shall 
have put down all rule, and all authority and 
power. For he must reign, till he hath put all 
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that. 
shall be destroyed is Death. For he hath put all 


things under his feet. But when he saith, all 


things are put under him, it is manifest that he 
is excepted which did put all things under him, 
And when all things shall be subdued unto him, 
then shall the Son also himself be subject unto 
him that put all things under him (that is, the 
mediatory reign shall cease), that God ier the 
Godhead) may be all in all.” + 

From the view which we‘have taken of the at- 
tributes which are ascribed to Christ as the Son 


* Heb. iv. 14, &¢. =: t+ 1 Cor, xy. 24, &c- 
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of God, we are enabled to perceive the propriety 
and ascertain the import of the various tiles by 
which he is designated, and clearly mi 9 eyrei 
from every creature. | 

It has already appeared that he was known, in 
his “ goings forth,” under the former dispensation, 
by the appellation of “ Jehovah.” This appella- 
tion has ever been held in awful veneration by 
the once chosen people of od, as being his in- 
éffable and incommunicable name. They not 
only abstained from pronouncing it in ordinary 
conversation, but they avoided doing so, during 
the solemn: reading of the Scriptures in the sy- 
nagogue; and substituted for it a word of the 
Hebrew language, which corresponds with the 
English word ‘“ Lord ;”—-which, the translators 
of our commen version, in. imitation of the se- 
venty Jews who turned the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament into Greek, have every where 
adopted, instead -of the original word “ Jeho- 
vah.” * The word which they have thus em-. 
ployed, denotes superiority of any kind; but they 
intended, that, like the word in the original, it 
should denote supreme dominion when applied to 
Jesus Christ. “ For though there be that are 
called gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as 


* Pearson oft the Creed, p. 144, &c. For sm. the He« 
brews substituted }y4y ; which, in the Septuagint, is generally 
translated by Kveses, and sometimes by ¢ses; and in English, 
by the term “ Ais ee 
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there be gods many and lords many), but to us 
there is but one God, ‘the Father, of whom are 
all things, and we ‘in ‘him; and one Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him.” 
For to this’ end°Christ both died and rose again, 
that he might be Lord both of the dead, and:of 
the living.” “He ‘is ‘the’ Lord from ‘heaven’;” 
* the Lord of glory ;” “ the King of een: and 
“Lord of all other lords.”:* | 

« Christ is over all, God blessed forever.” 4 
Isaiah styles him, «the mighty God.” ‘Inthe 
beginning was the Word (the Lord Jesus Christ), 
andthe Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.t © They shall-call his name Immanuel; 
which’ being interpreted, is, God with us.” When 
convinced’ of the truth as it is in Jesus, by ‘an 
amazing proof of his Almighty power, Thomas 
said unto him, “ My Lord, and my God.” “ He 
is the image of the invisible God.” |“ He is the 
brightness of his glory, and the express image of 
his’ person.” He ‘himself hath said unto us— 
«Fear not: I am the First’and the Last. Ivam 
Alplia and Omega, the ‘Becianing and the End,’ 
the First and the Last” § 


* 1-Cor. viii: 5, 6. and. Eph, iv..5, ; Coloss. ill. 22. 1 Cor. 
ii. 8. Rev. xix. 16. 

+ «The harmony of all the Oriental versions with each 
other, the concurrence ef the Vulgate, and all the MSS. now 
ace support the present reading.” Wakefield’s «* Enqui- 

es 166. Rom. ix. 6. 
Jiddieton on the Article, p. 342, John i. 1. 

§ Matth. i. 23. John xx. 23. Col. i. 15. Heb. i. 3. Rey. i. 
17; and xxii. 13. 
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Under these titles, and as possessing these. at- 
tributes of Deity, he has accordingly received 
from true believers, under both dispensations, 
that homage and adoration which are due from 
creatures to their Creator. In this sense, he 
was addressed by Hagar, when she said, “ Thou, 
God, seest me:” and.in this sense the worship 
was accepted by him, which it certainly would 
not have been had he been merely a created an- 
gel. This conclusion is strikingly corroborated 
by the following declaration made by a subordi- 
nate angel, when John fell at his feet to worship 
him: ‘See thou do it not; Iam thy fellow- 
servant, and of thy brethren that have the testi- 
mony of Jesus: worship God.” When he wrest- 
led with Jacob under his character and appear- 
ance of the angel Jehovah, the patriarch “ wept 
and made supplication unto him.” At a subse- 
quent period, and on a solemn occasion, to which 
we have already-alluded, Jacob addressed the 
Almighty and the Redeeming Angel as one Di- 
vine Being in two persons, and implored pro- 
tection and blessing from him, in these beautiful 
and striking words: “ God, before whom my fa- 
thers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God who 
fed me all my life long unto.this day, the Angel 
who redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads.” 
We have, in this sentence, not only a solemn in- 
stance of adoration to Christ, but.a most expli- 
cit declaration that Jacob and his fathers walked 


5 
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before him, by which we are evidently to under- 
stand that, throughout their lives, they directed 
to him every act of religious homage and obedi- 
ence.* When he had accomplished his purpose, 
in condescending to make occasional manifesta- 
tions of himself to the saints of old, this glori- 
ous Personage, in fulness of time, took part of 
flesh and blood; and we find, that in this, as in 
the former condition, he continued, aiid ever will 
continue, to be the objéct of religious worship to 
every order of created intelligence. ‘To this ef- 
fect, a positive command has been given to the 
angels: “ Worship iim, all ye angels.” We 
know, that ‘ whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord, shall be saved.” + We know that 
the early Christians in every place habitually 
called upon the name of Jesus Christ, their Lord,”? 
in reliance upon his gracious promise, saying, 
“If ye ask any thing in my name, I will do it.”|} 
In a vision, which might either be actual or men- 
tal, the holy Stephen declared before the Jews in 
the council hall, that he “ saw the Son of Man 
standing on the right hand of God.” The de- 
claration incensed his countrymen, who “ran 


* Vide Chap. II. Sec . II. 

+ Rom. x. 13, 

+ 1 Cor.i. 2.  Affirmabant autem hanc fuisse summam 
vel culpze suz vel erroris, quod essent soliti stato die ante lu; 
cum convenire, carmenque Christo quasi deo dicere secum 
invicem.” Plin. Ep. 97, |. x.. 

|| John xiv. 14. 
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upon him with one accord, and cast him out of 
the city, and stoned Stephen, calling upon (God), 
and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And 
he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, 
Lord, lay not this sin to their charge!’ * At the 
time that he uttered this prayer, he did not ac- 
tually see Jesus as he had done in the vision, up- 
on the supposition of its having been really ocu- 
‘lar; but he addressed him upon the only prin- 
ciple which can justify any one as a worshipper 
of Jesus, because he believed in him as an om- 
‘nipresent Saviour, to whom “ every knee should 
bow, and every tongue confess.” ‘The propriety 
and the duty of doing so is confirmed by the 
‘practice of the heavenly host, according to a re- 
presentation by St John, of astonishing sublimi- 
ty: “ And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of the 
throne and of the four living creatures, and in 
the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb, as it had 
been slain, having seven horns and seven’ eyes, 
which are the seven Spirits of God, sent forth 
-into all the earth. And he came, and took the 
book out of the right hand of Him that sat upon 
the throne. And when he had taken the book, 
the four living creatures, and four and twenty 
-elders, fell down before the Lamb, having every 
one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, 
which are the prayers of saints. And they sung 


* Acts vii. 59, 60, 
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‘a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take 
the book, and to open the seals thereof, for thou 
‘wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation; and hast made us unto our 
God kings and priests; and we shall reign on 
-the earth. .And I beheld, and I heard the voice 
-of many angels round about the throne, and the 
living creatures, and the elders : and the num- 
ber of them was ten thousand times ten, thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a 
Youd voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 
“to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
‘strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing! 
And every creature which is in heaven, and. on 
the earth, and under the earth, and such as are 
on the sea, even all that are in them, heard I 
saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
‘power, be unto him that sittetlr upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever... And 
the four living creatures said, Amen. And the 
four and twenty elders fell down and worship- 
ped him that liveth for ever and ever.” * 

- The Almighty hath declared, that he is a 
« jealoys God.” “Tam the Lord; that is my 
name: and my glory will I not give to another, 
neither my praise to graven images.” “It is 


* Rey. v. 6, &c. 
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written, Thou shalt worship tbe Lord thy God, 
‘and-him only’ shalt thou serve.” 

, Consistently with our knowledge of this fun- 
Seiccsastah fact, we worship. the Lord Jesus Christ, 
‘only because he is Ged, and one with God, _We | 
elieve in his divinity, because even from the — 
specimen of, Scripture proofs. which we have ex- 
_ mined, we distinctly learn, that to Him, as the 

only begotten. Son of God,” are ascribed the 
names, the works, and incommunicable aittri- 
-butes of Deity. “ There can be no criterion 
-more distinctive of God than those names, at. 
tributes, works, and worship, which are peeuliar 
to him. If, therefore, an angel is revealed; to 
whom all these belong, we must necessarily con- 
clude that he is a Divine Person, and yet dis- 
tinct from him, whose angel he is said to be.”* 
Corresponding with this description of Divinity, 
we have traced the Metatron, the Great Angel, 
the Visible Jehovah, the Redeemer of Israel, in 
his “* goings forth” under the old dispensation 
and we have followed him, after he had taken 
part of flesh and blood, and was in a peculiar 
manner revealed as “ the only begotten Son of 
God,” till he raised himself from the dead, and 
“ascended on high, leading captivity captive.” 
We have throughout observed, that the inspired 
writers ascribe to him, in the strongest and most 
unequivocal manner, every attribute of divinity, 


, Jamieson’s Vindication, &¢, vol; i. p. 100. 
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The pomp of the imagery and the majesty of the 
expressions which they apply to him, far exceed 
those which they apply to the most exalted of 
the personages whose history they record, and 
- transcend, indeed, every description that can with 
truth or propriety be applied te any created being. 
Even the bold and magnificent language of East- 
ern poetry seems inadequate to supply them with 
terms energetic and grand enough to clothe the 
sublime ideas which filled their minds in their 
lofty revelations concerning the divinity of the 
Messiah. It is declared, indeed, that “no one 
knoweth who the Son is, but the Father.” We 
would not, therefore, intrude into those things 
which we have not seen; nor would we be wise 
above what is written; but more than enough 
has been written to establish the pre-eminence, 
the divine excellence and Godhead of the Sa- 
viour. We know that no one hath at any time 
seen the Father. ‘“ Wherever, therefore,” to 
use the words of Bishop Bull, “it was not a 
mere angel, but God himself that appeared, there, 
according to the unanimous opinion of all primi- 
‘tive antiquity, we constantly affirin, .that it was 
not the Father but the Son.” | 

We believe in the existence of one only living 
and true God, because it is a belief agreeable to 
the conclusions of sound philosophy—but chief- | 
ly because the Deity has declared the unity of 
his essence in the most express terms: ‘ Hear, 
O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord ;” or ra- 
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ther, “ Jehovah, our Elohim, is one Jehovah.” * 
But our inquiry has afforded us clear and satis- 
factory evidence, that whilst the inspired wri- 
tings teach the doctrine of the divine unity, they 
jead us farther than the deductions of reason, 
and authoritatively declare, that there is a dis- 
tinction in the Godhead, which is perfectly com- 
patible with the sameness or unity of the Divine 
nature. We have received no information, how- 
ever, concerning the mode of this distinction, 
and it is not probable that finite minds will, in 
this respect, ever be enabled to comprehend the 
Divine subsistence. But we are, at the same 
time, authorised to assert, from the manner in 
which the inspired writers ascribe personal pro- 
perties to the Father and to the Son, that this 
distinction consists in something infinitely more 
peculiar, than a mere distinction of name, of of- 
fice, or of relation. Further than this we can- 
not advance in our statements, because beyond 
this nothing has been revealed; and we adopt 
the word person only because we cannot find a 
term more appropriate or more expressive to de- 
note the existence of this distinction in the God- 
head. According to this orthodox interpreta- 
tion of the Christian revelation upon this sub- 
ject, there are not, as some of the coarser or 


* Deut. vi. 4. The word “ Elohim” is found above 70 
times in the singular; but when it denotes the Supreme 
od, it is almost exclusively plural, Vide Appendix, Note I, 
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more ignorant of our opponents would maintain, 
there are not three Gods, nor are there three 
Divine Beings in one God; but there is one God, 
or one Divine Being, in whose essence there is 
no division—but im whose subsistence, as the 
Scriptures positively declare, and reason cannot 
disprove, there is an eternal and characteristic 
distinction of “ Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 
This passeth all knowledge. “ The truth is,” 
says an able defender of our common faith, “ we 
are lost, completely lost, whenever we begin, in 
any view of it whatever, to think about the di- 
vine essence. We can form no more distinct 
conceptien of a Being that never began to exist, 
or of a Being that is every where present, and 
is wholly no where, than we can of one essence, - 
in which there are, and have been from eternity, 
three distinct subsistences.” * 

We have been taught to believe, that the se- 
cond of these, in full possession of every divine 
perfection, assumed the human nature into a per- 
sonal union with the divine; and that, by this 
personal constitution, they acted as One in the ac- 
complishment of human redemption. We have al- 
ready noticed, that, in common language, thepro- 
perties of the one are indiscriminately ascribed 
to the other, although there exists nothing like 


* Wardlaw’s Discourses on the Socinian Controversy,» p. 
23; Owen on the Person of Christ ; and on the Glory of 
Christ, passim, 
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4 transmutation of the one nature into the other. 
But whilst the Divine essence is impassible, this 
mysterious union communicates an authority to 
the instructions, and/an efficacy.to the death of 
Christ, which could not be exercised, and could 
not result from the ‘teachings or the sufferings 
of'any created being. The illustrations of this 
truth form the subject of the remaining Chapter. 
In ‘the mean time, the conclusion which our'pre- - 
mises authorise, cannot’ be more accurately ex- 
pressed than in the following words ‘from ‘the 
excéllent “ Confession” of our national church : 

«The Son of God, the second person in the 
Trinity, being very and eternal: God, of. one sub- 
stance, and equal with the Father, did, when 
the fulness of time was come, take upon him 
man’s ‘nature, with all the essential properties 
and common infirmities thereof, yet without: sin, 
being conceived by the power of the Holy Ghost, 
in the womb of the virgin Mary, of her .sub- 
stance : so that two whole, perfect, and distinct 
natures, the God-head: and:the Man-hood, were 
inseparably joined together in one person, with- 
out conversion, composition, or confusion : which 
person is very God and very Man, the only Me- 
diator between God and man.”* 

‘We have already stated the vipielenian which 
the more eminent Unitarians have deduced from. 


* « The Confession of Faith,” p. 58. 
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their peculiar interpretation of Scripture upon 
this subject. They have decided, that our Savi- 
our possessed a full participation of the divine 
wisdom, power, and glory—that, although he 
was a mere man, the Deity resided in him, and 
enabled him to work those miracles which prove 
the.truth of his mission. * <‘ But,” to use the 
words of a venerable divine and immensely learn- 
ed scholar, “ they should consider, that thus they 
have virtually declared that they have no objec- 
tion to the doctrine of an occasional plurality. 
Now, it will be difficult for them to shew, that 
what is in the divine nature at one time, may 
not be at another, nay, is not always; for with 
God. there is no variableness. They ought to 
consider, that no Trinitarian maintains that one 
person is properly detached from another, far less 
from the ‘ Supreme Being’; and that the great 
difference between this Unitarian plurality and 
ours, is, that, according to the latter, one per- 
son is essentially in another,} yet so as to retain 
distinction of personality ; but, according to the 
former, one person is so in another, as at times 
totally to lose this. Is the one doctrine more 
demonstrable from reason, or from analogy, than 
the other ? It is no contradiction to reason, that 
three persons should permanently subsist in one 


* Vide preceding Section ; also Yates’s Vindication of U; 
nitarianism, p. 87. 
+ John xiv. 10, 11. 
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-essence ; but it certainly is a contradiction, that 
the nature which is plural to-day should be sin- 
gular to-morrow.” * 


* Vide «‘ A Vindication of the Deity of Christ,” in two 
vols. 8vo, vol. i. p.41. By John Jamieson, D.D. F.A.S.S. 
author of “‘ The Dictionary of the Scottish Language,” in 2 
vols. 4to, &c. &c. 


Been a ist ° HH 


PPR aliaaboe Rs ei 


ms Sie mi sea bi ae 


slips 


tit Ay 


Vat aaa 


‘ 


re eae 
yt 


Sy igi. Yt 
ths 
Fa ie ’ 


CHAPTER FOURTH. 


ON THE 
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—** O unexampled love ! 
Love no where to be found less than divine. 
Hail, Son of God, Saviour of Man! Thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my song 
Henceforth ; and never shall my harp thy praise 
Forget, nor from thy Father's praise disjoin.” 
Mittoy, 
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CHAPTER FOURTH. 


On the Importance of the Doctrine. 


PROPOSITION THIRD. 


Tue inspired writings attach vast importance to 
a cordial reception of these representations, con- 
cerning the Saviour’s original and divine pre-emi- 
nence. 


It has appeared that the plan of redemption 
has been conducted from its commencement to 
its consummation, by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But he has thought it proper to unfold his great 
design in a very gradual manner, and to mani- 
fest his agency more directly under the latter, 

than he had done under the former dispensation. 
_ His appearances to the patriarchs of old as “ the 
Angel of the Lord” were only occasional, and the 
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communion which then existed was neither of 
long duration, nor familiar, nor intimate. His 
more ordinary communications with his chosen 
people, as God’s “ Word” and “ Shecinah,” were 
still more indirect, and were made sometimes by 
created angels, and sometimes by Moses, whom 
for a season he ordained mediator.* In after times 
he made known his will by the medium of other 
servants, whom he also inspired. These he ena- 
bled to give sufficient attestations of their divine 
commission ; and to the instructions which were 
thus delivered, it was the duty of the Israelites 
to-yield a willing and a full obedience. The au- 
thority of these prophets was easily determined, 
according to the gift of prescience, as manifest- 
ed in the fulfilment ‘of their promises or threat- 
enings ; and the possibility of imposture was in 
this respect guarded against by the severity of 
law. ‘ The Lord said, the prophet which shall 
presume to speak a word in my name, which I 
have not commanded him to speak, or that shall 
speak in the name of other gods, even that pro- 
phet shall die. And if thou say in thine heart, 

how shall we know the word which the Lord 
hath not spoken ? When a prophet speaketh in 
the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, 
nor come to pass, that is the thing which the — 
Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spo- 


~* Gal. iii. 19. 
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ken it presumptuously : thou shalt not be afraid 
of him.”* In all ages of his church, “ the testi- 
mony of Jesus has been the spirit of prophecy ;” 
and “to him all the prophets bare witness.” But, 
in the exact proportion in which they-lived near 
to the time of his appearance, their predictions 
became clearer and more minute concerning the 
wonderful plan of our salvation; “‘ of which sal- 
vation the prophets have enquired and searched 
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you: searching what, or what 
manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify, when it testified before- 
hand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that 
should follow.” + But their perverted country- 
men misinterpreted their predictions, despised 
their warnings, and disregarded their instruc- 
tions. ‘“ Moreover, all the chief of the priests, 
and the people, transgressed very much, after all. 
the abominations of the heathen, and polluted 
the house of the Lord, which he had hallowed in 
Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fathers 
sent to them by his messengers, rising up be- 
times and sending ; because he had compassion 
on his people, and onhis dwelling-place: But they 
mocked the messengers of God, and despised his 
words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath 
of the Lord arose against his people till there 


* Deut. xviii. 20,21, 22. s+ 1 Pet. i. 10) 11. 
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Was no remedy.”* Jt shall come to pass,” said 
their lawgiver on a former occasion, “ if thou 
wilt not hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy 
God, to observe and to do all his commandments, 
and his statutes, which I command thee this day, 
that all these curses shall come upon thee, and 
overtake thee. Cursed shalt thou be in the city, 
and cursed shalt thou be in the field. Cursed 
shall be thy basket and thy store. Cursed shall 
be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 
land, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
sheep. Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest 
in, and cursed shalt thou be when thou goest 
out.” In fulfilment of these and other threat- 
enings, which constitute the fearful catalogue, 
of which these are a part, “ pestilence, consump- 
tion, fever, blasting, mildew, and the sword,” 
were the awful manifestations of divine displea- 
sure, which pursued this unhappy and disobedi- 
ent people. Their moral, religious, and politi- 
cal advantages, were peculiar, extensive, and im- 
portant. But with these, their improvement did 
not correspond—by these, the guilt of their dis- 
obedience was greatly aggravated—and the pu- 
nishment which they met with was richly merit- 
ed. 

Valuable, however, as they were, these advan- 
tages came far short of those which the Jews 


.* 2 Chron, xxxvi. 14—16. + Deut. xxvii. 15, &c. 
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enjoyed under the ministration of our Lord and 
his apostles. The “ Shecinah,” which of old was 
the visible emblem of Christ’s presence, was but 
the shadow of good things which were to come, 
and which did come, when the Son of God so 
united to himself the man Jesus as to constitute 
one person, who tabernacled among them, “ full 
of grace and truth.” In this situation his con- 
nection with our race was close, familiar, and in- 
timate. He passed his infancy as an exile in a 
foreign land, and he spent his youth amidst 
the occupations of an humble trade. But even 
whilst in this obscure situation, and under these 
discouraging circumstances, he manifested the 
native superiority of his character—he astonish- 
ed those with whom he associated, by the extent 
of his wisdom—and he expounded the law even 
to the doctors of Israel. He fulfilled every so- 
cial and every relative duty ; and, in every situa- 
tion, he was meek, gentle, merciful, and kind. 
He did no sin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth. He was holy, harmless,sundefiled, and 
separate from sinners. But when it became ne- 
cessary for the accomplishment of his great de- 
sign to associate with all descriptions of men, he 
left his more retired walks, and mingled in the 
busy haunts of the world. He denied himself 
not only the superfluities, but the comforts of 
life; he renounced wealth, and honour, and 
power; he welcomed the severest calamities 
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when necessary to teach men their duty, or to 
set them an example of what he taught. But 
his instructions: were neglected, or followed by 
contradiction; and his beneficence, in almost 
every instance, was returned with ingratitude. 
He was exposed to the pride, the envy, and the 
hypocrisy of his countrymen. Injustice, and | 
cruelty, and revenge, followed him wherever he 
went. He was buffeted and scourged, and spit 
upon by his enemies ; he was denied, betrayed, 
and forsaken by his friends; and by his heaven- 
ly Father, he was left to tread the wine-press of 
his wrath alone. ‘ He was despised and reject- 
ed of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. His visage was more marred than any 
man, and his form more than the sons of men: 
The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests; but the Son. of Man had not where 
to lay his head.” — 

As a despised and persecuted sufferer, he in= 
spired-his disciples by his example, with a digni- 
ty of mind, and,an elevation of character, superi- 
or to the frowns of adversity. As a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief, he was an illus- 
trious pattern of firmness, composure, and resig~ 
nation in the hour of trial. As he was himself 
exposed to all the sinless weakness of our nature, 
he knows our frame, he remembers we are dusty 
and he is touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities. As he was also the only begotten Son 
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ef God, and as such, intimately acquainted with 
all the divine purposes, he was entitled to incul-’ 
cate in his own name whatever doctrines he 
might approve; and, on this account, he had a 
strong and peculiar claim to submission and re- 
spect, when he inculcated a conformity to that 
moral law, which, as the “ Son of Man,” he ful- 
filled, and honoured, and magnified. Hence it 
was that he spoke as one having authority, and 
not as the Scribes and Pharisees; hence it was 
that he surpassed the prophets of old, who only 
spoke as they were occasionally moved by the 
Holy Ghost; hence it was that “ never man 
spake like this man ;” and hence are our obliga- 
tions strengthened to listen to his commands, 
and to serve him with a perfect heart and a wil- 
ling mind. Upon this principle, it was declared 
by a voice from heaven, “ This is my beloved 
Son: hear him.”* This, accordingly, has been 
stated by St Paul as an obvious and conclusive 
proof of our Lord’s supreme authority.’ “ God,” 
sayshe, “ who, at sundry times and in’ divers 
manners, spake in times past unto the fathers by’ 
the prophets, hath in these last days spoken un- 
to us by his Son Therefore we ought to give 
the more earnest heed to the things which we 
have heard, lest at any time we should let them 
slip. For, if the word spoken by angels was 


* Matt: xvii. 3: 
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stedfast, and every transgression and disobedi- 
ence received a just recompense of reward, how 
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation, 
which at the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him, God also bearing them witness with 
signs and wonders, and divers miracles, and gifts 
of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will ?”* 
Upon this foundation, our Lord himself has rested 
his claim to our unreserved submission, and he has _ 
illustrated the argument by the following parable ; 
in which he has also pourtrayed, in a most striking 
manner, the treatment which the prophets of old 
had received,—the sufferings to which he was 
himself exposed,—and the danger of disregard- 
ing a message of such importance, as to justify 
the appointment of a messenger so transcendant 
in dignity as the only begotten Son of God. 
‘«‘ There was a certain householder which plant- 
ed a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and 
digged a wine-press in it, and built a tower, and 
let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far 
country: And when the time of the fruit drew 
near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen 
that they might receive the fruits of it. And 
the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, 
and killed another, and stoned another. Again, 
he sent other servants, more than the first: and. 


* Heb. i. 1; and ii, 1—4. 
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they did unto them likewise. But, last of all, 
he sent unto them his son, saying, They will re- 
verence my son. But when the husbandmen 
saw the son, they said among themselves, This 
is the heir, come, let us kill him, and let us seize 
on his inheritance. And they caught him, and 
cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him. 
When the lord, therefore, of the vineyard cometh, 
what will he do unto those husbandmen? They 
say unto him, he will miserably destroy those 
wicked men, and will let out his vineyard unto 
other husbandmen, which shall render him the 
fruits in their seasons.” * The sentiment of this 
parable is natural, strong, and weighty. We 
learn from it that the importance of an embassy 
is manifested by the dignity of the ambassador. 
We find in it a representation perfectly consist- 
ent with our preceding statements, that all the 
former messengers, including even Moses, whom 
© Jehovah knew face to face,” bore to Jesus 
Christ the humble relation of servants to a son. 
It opens up to us a striking view of the import- 
ance of the Scripture doctrine concerning the 
original dignity and divine pre-eminence of our 
blessed Saviour. 

These unparalleled sufferings were predeter- 
mined in the counsels of heaven ; and, therefore, 
as we have seen, the divine Sufferer was from 


* Mat, xxi. 32-41. 
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the beginning apprised of their variety and €X- 
tent. According to the parable which we have 
considered concerning the treatment of the Son, 
his enemies came out against him as against a 
thief or a murderer, armed with swords and with | 
staves. The infuriated mob hurried him to the 
tribunal of Pilate, and, after the mockery of a 
trial, he was condemned to the painful and igno- 
minious death of the cross. A long train of pre- 
dictions, and a numerous series of types and sa- 
crifices, had pointed him out as an expiatory of- 
fering for the iniquities of his people. His suf- 
ferings and death are to be viewed not merely 
as an example of fortitude, resignation, and pa- 
tience—not merely as a testimony to the truth 
of his doctrine—but as the price which he paid 
for our salvation, as a real sacrifice and a proper 
atonement for sin. ‘“ He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities : 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed. He who 
knew no sin, was made asin. offering for us, that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him.” * In this sacrifice, his human nature alone 
suffered and died upon the cross; but as this na- 
ture was closely conjoined with the divine, and 
acted with it as one principle of operation in the 
accomplishment of redemption, the latter impress- 
ed an essential value on every thing that was done, 


* Isa, lil, 5; 2 Cor. v. 21; ** Magee on Atonenient.” 
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and therefore is it said, “ Through the Eternal Spi- 
rit, Christ offered himself without spot to God.” 
«In my most serious estimation,” says the learn- 
ed Dr Pye Smith, and as I adopt his words, I 
cordially acquiesce in the sentiments which they 
convey, “ In my most serious estimation, and 
may I presume to say, after no careless or preci- 
pitate inquiry,—‘ the pillar and ground of truth, 
and confessedly great, is the mystery of godli- 
ness ;—it is the living God, who was manifested 
in the flesh,’ and stamped his own glory upon 
the propitiation. for our sins. How this effect 
was produced,—how the Saviour’s divine nature 
conveyed its own infinite value to the obedience 
and sufferings of ‘ the flesh,’ the human nature, 
-——it is no objection or difficulty with me to be- 
lieve that mortals cannot know.’ I should rather 
think it a presumption against any sentiment 
which respected the mode of the Deity’s exist- 
ence and agency, that it contained nothing but 
what was perfectly plain to our mental percep- 
thom et 7) | 
But although we know not how this divine ef- 
ficacy is communicated to the sacrifice of Christ, 
if we cordially receive the representations of 
Scripture concerning the fact, and consider it in 
a devotional spirit, we may at once understand 
and feel what has been revealed concerning its 


* « A Discourse on the Sacrifice of Christ,” p. 52. 
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moral importance. ‘ Now once, in the end of 
the world, hath he appeared, to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of himself.” * Sin is the disease of 
the soul, and incapacitates it for tasting with re- 
lish any one of those enjoyments, with which the 
beneficence of heaven has surrounded us. Even 
under the present constitution of providence, we 
can discover the evil of sin both in itself and in 
its consequences. We perceive that whilst holi- 
ness leads ultimately to happiness, sin always 
terminates in misery. It has brought death into 
the world, with the numerous train of distempers 
that lead to dissolution. It reduces individuals 
to the level of the cattle in the field—it generates 
a variety of physical sufferings and infirmities, 
when the ardour and strength of youth begin to 
cool and to fail—it enfeebles, and sometimes en- 
tirely destroys, the intellectual powers—and it 
never fails to weaken the humane and amiable 
sympathies of the heart. “ There is no peace, 
saith my God, to the wicked ;” and he is carry- 
ing on a plan in the moral administration of the 
world, by which wickedness will be extermina- 
ted, and “ righteousness cover the earth, as the 
waters cover the channel of the sea.” How nu- 
merous, how various, how awful are the warnings, 
which he has given us of the evil nature and 
malignant consequences of sin! Elow much cause 


* Heb. ix. 26. 
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have we to loathe iniquity! How many motives 
to cease to do evil! How many inducements to 
learn to do well! » ) 

But malignant as sin appears, when the sin- 
ner himself meets with the just and awful 
award of his deeds; it must appear still more 
hateful to serious minds when they reflect, that 
it was the cause of those unutterable suffer- 
ings to which the immaculate Son of God was 
exposed. Innocence, perfect and uncontami- 
nated innocence, enhanced by the divine excel- 
lency with which it was united, was deemed by 
infinite wisdom a fit and necessary expiation for 
human guilt. What stronger proof could be 
given, that sin is that abominable thing which - 
God hateth, and upon which he cannot look, 
but with perfect abhorrence ? How malignant 
the nature, how extreme the demerit, how dread- 
ful the consequences of transgression, when it 
could induce the Almighty to appoint his only 
begotten Son to so many sufferings, that he 
might become an atoning sacrifice! It is difficult 
to conceive, that a mind can be deeply impressed 
with the heinous nature of guilt, as thus exhibit- 
ed in the death of Christ, and yet not hate and 
be solicitous to avoid it. “ For if the blood of 
bulls and ‘of goats, and the ashes of an heifer 
sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purify- 
ing of the flesh; how much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
himself without spot to God, purge your con- 
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science from dead works to serve the living 
God?” * It is calculated, and it was intended, to 
inspire us with an hatred of sin, as the cause of 
God’s displeasure, of our Saviour’s’ sufferings, 
and all our unhappiness. If we are subdued -by 
this consideration to the obedience of the truth, 
we shall avoid eyen the appearance of evil—we 
shall lament our error when overtaken with a 
fault—and sensible that at best we are unpro- 
fitable servants, we shall. walk humbly in, the 
sight, of God... The contrition of spirit which 
arises from this consideration, is pleasing in his 
sight, it is becoming in our situation, and it is a 
copious source of whatever is pure and delicate 
in morality. ‘incite meal 
One great design of our Saviour’s death, 
was to teach and persuade the human race to 
die to sin, and live unto righteousness;. will 
any of his disciples then oppose this beneficent 
design, by fostering one criminal desire, or. by 
wilfully persisting in the practice of any vice ? 
Christ hath washed them from their sins in his 
own blood, and will they habitually pollute them- 
selves? He hath given himself for them, an of- 
fering and a sacrifice, and will they not give 
themselves to him a * living sacrifice, holy, and 
acceptable, which is their reasonable service ?” 
If they will not, “ there remaineth no more sa- 
crifice for sins, but a certain fearful looking for 


* Heb, ix. 13, 14. 
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of judgment ‘and fiery indignation, which shall 
devour the adversaries.” * Every thing has been 
done that could be done, to manifest the beauty 
of holiness, and the demerit of sin. The law 
was given of old with awful solemnity in the 
midst of angels, with thunderings, and lightnings, 
and earthquakes. ‘The happiest effects resulted 
from a compliance with it, in the peace and pros- 
perity of the people to whom the keeping of it 
was entrusted; and we have already noticed, 
that misery in every form and degree resulted 
from the neglect of it. They were reminded by | 
the sacrifices which they offered according to di- 
vine appointment, that the soul which sinned 
should die; but that God might be feared, 
there was mercy through the “ shedding of 
blood.” « God sending his own Son in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh.” + “ The chastisement of our peace 
was upon him.” “ If these things are done 
in the green tree, what shall be done in the 
dry ?” “ He that despised Moses’ law died with- 
out mercy under two or three witnesses; of how 
much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be 
thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unho- 
ly thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit 


* Heb, x, 27. + Rom. viil. a 
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of grace?* It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God. Knowing therefore 
the terror of the Lord, we would persuade men.”, 
_ We find accordingly, that whilst the inspired 
writers attach vast importance to the essential 
divinity of the Saviour, as communicating autho- 
rity to his instructions, and efficacy to his death, 
they also represent it in connection with this sa- 
crifice, as the most impressive exhibition of the 
evil of sin, and the unutterable misery to which 
it will hereafter lead. , 

« The path of the just is as the shining light, 
which shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day.” The motives of action which the Scrip- 
tures recommend, are suited to the different — 
stages of this progress, and increase in purity as 
the character rises in excellence. From ope- 
rating on the desire of praise, on the fear of 
blame, on the hope of reward, and the dread of 
punishment, they proceed to the higher and het- 
ter feelings of our nature, till we serve our Sa- 
viour from a principle of love. When the Chris- 
tian uniformly conforms to the will of his Master 
from this principle, he has reached the highest of 
spiritual attainments, and “ the stature of a per- 
fect man in Christ Jesus.” “ If ye love me,” 
said our Saviour, “ keep my commandments.” 
‘The love of Christ,” saith an apostle, “ con- 


* Heb. x. 28, 29. 
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straineth us, because we thus judge that if one 
died for all, then were all dead, and that he died 
for all, that they which live, might henceforth 
live, not unto themselves, but unto him who died 
for them and rose again.” * 

In the usual operations of Providence, but 
more especially in the plan of mercy which the 
Gospel discloses, we find every thing that has a 
‘tendency to call forth the love of rational crea- 
tures. ‘The more exalted the Personage who 
devised and executed the wonderful scheme of 
our redemption; and the more intimate the 
union between him and the Almighty :—the 
greater does it magnify the interest which the 
Divine mind has taken in the eternal welfare of 
man; and the more strikingly does it illustrate 
the matchless condescension of our Saviour. In 
this point of view the importance of his essential 
divinity is strongly and repeatedly set before us 
in the sacred record. ‘* God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him, should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and gave his 
only begotten Son for us.” When Abraham pre- 
pared to offer up Isaac in obedience to the Di- 
vine command, the angel of the Lord addressed 
him in words which we may well adopt when 


* John xiv. 15. 2 Cor. v. 14. 
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contemplating this amazing gift. “ Now I know 
that thou lovest me, since thou hast not with- 
held thy Son, thine only Son from me.” « He 
that spared not his own Son,” saith an apostle, 
‘ but delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all things !” 
«‘ Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, 
such as silver and gold: but with the precious 


blood of Christ; as of a jamb without blemish 
and without spot.” * : 


“ What things soever the Father doth, these 
doth the Son likewise.”——Christ “ offered up him- 
self”—Christ “ gave himself for us”—Christ “ re- 
deemed us to himself’—and he “ purchased us 
with his own blood.”—-He * hath ascended up 
on high, leading captivity captive."—* He is able 
to save to the uttermost all who come unto God 
through him.”—* He has all power in heaven and 
on earth.”—-* He was made in all things like his 
brethren”—and he has a “ fellow-feeling with 
our infirmities.” The bruised reed he will not 
break ; the smoking flax he will not quench: 
but he healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth 
up their wounds.” “ Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, 
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword ?——Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us.—- 


* Gen, xii. 12, Rom. vill. 32, 1 Peter i, 18. 
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For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor. principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any,other creature, shall be able 
to separate us from.the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our,Lord.?* This love. consisted 
in sending his only begotten Son under, the form 
of humanity, to redeem us from the power, and 
save us from the consequences of sin.. This doc- 
trine demands our cordial reception, because God 
has clearly revealed it. It is worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, in as much as it. strengthens the au- 
thority of the Saviour’s instructions,—communi- 
cates efficacy to his death—gives an awful view 
of the evil of sin—and draws us into his service 
by the cords of love, and the bands of a man. 
** We love him, because he first loved us.” In 
proportion as we think of our own unworthiness, 
the frequency of our wanderings from goodness, 
‘and the greatness of the Saviour’s condescension 
in bringing us back to God, “ our hearts burn 
within us.” In him we discern our best and 
greatest benefactor. He is “ full of grace and of 
truth.” He is the “ brightness of his Father's 
glory, and the express image of his person.” 
« Though he was rich, yet for our sakes he be- 
came poor, that we through his poverty, might be 
made rich.” Enlightened by the knowledge which 


* Rom. viii, 35, 37, 38, 39. 
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he has diffused, we wander no longer in the mazes 
of error, and no longer are misled by the dark- 
ness of idolatry. Encouraged by the plan of 
mercy which he devised and. executed, we no 
longer fear God as a severe and angry Lord, but 
look up to him with confidence, as our Father 
and friend. Cheered by that noon-day light 
which he shed over the darkness of the grave, 
when by his own inherent ‘power he rose from it 
triumphant, we view it no longer as the termina- 
tion of our existence and happiness, but as the 
entrance to those regions of eternal peace, which 
he has gone before us to prepare. Hosannah to 
the ‘Son of David! Blessed is he who came in 
the name of the Lord to save us! Hosannah in 
the highest! Halleluiah to him who sitteth on 
the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and for 
ever. If we forget thee, our Lord, our God, and 
our Redeemer, may our right hands forget their 
cunning, and may our tongues cleave to the roof 
of our mouths. “ Grace be with all them that 
love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.” They 
‘¢ give all diligence to be found of him in peace,” 
—they “ keep his commandments”—and they 
‘follow his steps.” ‘ If there be therefore any 
consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and 
mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like minded, 
having the same love, being of one accord, of 
one mind. Let nothing be done through strife 
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or vain glory; but in lowlmess of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves. Look not 
every man on his own things, but every man also 
on the things of others, Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus; who, being 
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God; but made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men, and being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” 
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Note A. 


Axx Christian denominations’ unite in believing in the 
existence of only one God, the creator, preserver, and go- 
vernor of the universe. In as far as respects the “ Person 
of Christ,” these denominations are now divided into Trini- 
tarian, Arian, and Unitarian. The Trinitarians believe, 
that in the One living God, there is a distinction, which, 
for the want of a better word, and to distinguish their opi- 
nions from Sabellianism, they have called a distinction of 
persons. ‘They are justified in the adoption of this word, 
because, to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, the sacred writers 
ascribe personal properties in the clearest and most unequi- 
vocal manner. It is difficult to discover what were the pe- 
culiar shades betwixt the opinions of Arius, and his ortho- 
dox opponents; but those who are now distinguished by his 
name, maintain either what is called the low Arian scheme, 
or the high Arian scheme. 'The former class of the Arians 
maintain, that the body of Jesus was animated by a pre- 
existent spirit of an unknown rank in the celestial hierarchy. 
They do not believe that he had any concern in the crea- 
tion of the world; but they suppose, that, in consequence 
of his merits, he is now highly exalted in the kingdom of 
heaven, and hereafter will raise the dead, and judge the 
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world. ‘Those who are called High Anans, suppose that 
he is the first in the order of created intelligence—that he 
created—that he governs—and will judge the world—and 
that for these purposes, he dertved adequate powers from 
the Father. ‘Those who maintain the simple humanity of 
Jesus Christ, generally call themselves, and wish to be called 
‘‘ Unitarians.” ‘They do not oppose this term to Tritheists, 
but they adopt it merely to denote worshippers of one God, 
in one person, as contradistinguished to the worshippers of 
one God in the three persons of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
In this sense, the application of the term is universally un- 
derstood, and therefore no misapprehension can result from 
the adoption of it. ,They.do not coimcide with Socinus in 
making Christ the proper object of religious worship, and 
on this account they object, whether with or without reason 
is of no consequence, to the denomination of ‘ Socinians.” 
Under these circumstances, the courtesy of society justifies 
the application of the term ‘ Unitarians” to those who 
maintain the mere humanity of our Saviour. In the pre- 
ceding pages I have accordingly applied this term to those 
who adopt the proper Unitarian scheme, and that every 
reader may be acquainted with the sentiments of which it 
consists, I subjoin a summary statement of them in the 
words of Mr Belsham. 

“ The Unitarian doctrine is, that Jesus of Nazareth was 
a man constituted in’ all respects like other men, subject to 
the same infirmities, the same ignorance, prejudices, and 
frailties—descended from the family of David, the son of 
Joseph and Mary, though some, indeed, still adhere to the 
popular opinion of the miraculous conception—that he was 
born in low circumstances, having no peculiar advantages of 
education or learning, but that he was a man of exemplary 
character,—and that, in conformity to ancient prophecy, he 
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was chosen and appointed by God to introduce a new mo- 
ral dispensation to the world, the design of which was to 
abolish the Jewish economy, and to place believing Gentiles 
upon an equal ground of privilege and favour with the pos- 
terity of Abraham: in other words, he was authorised to 
reveal to all mankind, without distinction, the great doc- 
trine of a future life, in which men shall be rewarded ac- 
cording to their works. 

“Tt does not appear that Jesus was at all conscious of 
the honour and dignity for which he was intended till after 
his baptism, when the Holy Spirit was communicated to 
him in visible symbols, and when he was miraculously an- 
nounced as the beloved Son of God, that is, as the great 
prophet, or Messiah whom the Jews had been taught to 
expect ; after which, in the course of his public ministry, 
he occasionally spoke of himself as the Son of Man, and the 
Son of God. After his baptism, it is generally believed by 
the Unitarians, that he spent some time in the Wilderness, 
where he was fully instructed in the nature of his mission, 
and invested with voluntary miraculous powers, which, by 
the visionary scene of his temptation, he was instructed to 
exercise, not for any personal advantage, but solely for the 
purposes of his mission. Many, however, conceive that 
Jesus never performed a miracle, but when he was prompt- 
ed to it by a divine impulse. The Unitarians generally 
believe that Jesus, havmg exercised his public agra for 
the space of a year, and perhaps a little more, suffered death 
publicly upon the cross, not in any sense. whatever to make 
an atonement to God for sin; but as a martyr to the truth; 
and as a necessary preliminary to his resurrection. - Many 
of the Unitarians believe that Jesus continued to maintain; 
occasionally at least, some personal and sensible connection 


with the church during the Apostolic age. They believe 
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that he is appointed to raise the dead and to judge the 
world. With regard to the former, it is believed that he 
will be the instrument of his Father’s power. With regard 
to the latter, whether the declarations concerning it are to 
be understood literally, or figuratively, whether Jesus will 
be personally invested with some high official character, or 
whether nothing more is intended than that the final states 
of men shall be awarded agreeably to the declarations of his 
Gospel, cannot, het think, at present be poco: a 

** Calm Inquiry.” 


Note B. 


The variations of the sacred text are easily accounted for, 
and are of very slight importance, as they do not discoun- 
tenance the omission of any peculiar doctrine, nor make 
any addition to those which have been received by the re- 
formed churches in Christendom. It is understood, that 
the autographa of the inspired penmen, have not as yet, and 
probably never will be discovered. But biblical critics have 
collated MSS. of a very ancient date, and from them 
they have established the doctrinal integrity of the sacred 
text. When we consider how rarely we find a volume free 
of typographical errors, even under the present improved 
state of printing, we may readily believe that nothing short 
of preternatural power, which it would be absurd to sup. 
pose, could preserve the primitive transcriptions from slight 
omissions, or inadvertent insertions of letters or monosyl- 
Jables. It is easy to conceive that subsequent copyists, 
either through misconception, ignorance, or carelessness, 
would multiply these errata, and give rise to many various 
readings. ‘These readings were collected by Mill, to the 
amount of thirty thousand, to which many more have been 
added by the labour of subsequent critics. According te 
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the collection of Griesbach, they amount to a hundred and 
fifty thousand, from which I select those passages which are 
connected with the subject of this inquiry. The evidence 
which he has adduced, does not decide the spuriousness of 
any of these controverted passages ; but zf he has adopted 
the proper classification of the MSS., it seems to proscribe 
the texts which follow, from the list of those, which can be 
effectually appealed to in the controversy concerning our 
Saviour’s divinity,—although in other cases, they may all 
of them be used with perfect propriety, for the edification of 
the evangelical believer. 

I notice, as being first in order : 

John ii. 13. «* And no man hath ascended up to. 
heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son. 
of Man which ts in heaven.” | 

The clause in italics is marked by Griesbach as doubt- 
ful. It is omitted in the Codex Vaticanus, which is a very 
ancient manuscript and of high authority. ‘‘ Marsh’s 
Michaelis,” ii. p. 342. 

Acts xx. 28. ‘ Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and. 
to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 
purchased with his own blood.” 

In his long and learned note upon this text, Griesbach 
states the evidence for and against retaining the word in 
Italics ; from which it appears, that Lord is by much the 
better supported reading. The authorised reading follows 
the vulgate and some manuscripts of comparatively recent 
date. The word Lord is found in the Codex Alexandrinus, 
which is generally supposed to be one of the oldest MSS. 
It is the reading of the Codex Beze or Cantabrigiensis, 
which is also of high authority and high antiquity. It is 
the reading of the Codex Ephrem, a manuscript of the 
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sixth century, and of great authority. The reading there- 
in adopted, 1s found in several of the Christian Fathers, 
Griesbach, Wetstem, Prolegom: But it may be observed, 
that the reading of the vulgate and the received text, is 
more agreeable to the phraseology of the sacred record, in 
which we frequently find the phrase of the Church of God. 
¢¢ Marsh’s Michaelis,” 1. p. 336. 

Ephesians iii. 9. “‘ And to make all men see what is the 
fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by 
Jesus Christ.” , 

The three last words are wanting in the MSS. to which 
we have just alluded, and in many of the best and most an- 
cient versions.  Griesbach accordingly rejects them. 

Colossians ii. 2, 3. “ To the acknowledgment of the 
mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; in whom 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 

The words in Italics have been omitted by Griesbach. 
But the received text is supported by manuscripts of great 
authority. —— 

1 Timothy i. 16. © And without controversy, great is 
the mystery of Godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of Angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into 
glory.” 

Griesbach reads, “‘ He who was manifest in the flesh,” 
upon the authority of six manuscripts, if it be conceded that 
this is the reading of the Codex Alexandrinus; but in ge- 
neral the learned refuse this concession; and the received 
text is supported by almost all the other manuscripts, and 
by many of the Fathers. “ Pearson on the Creed,” p- 128. 

1 John ii. 16.’ “* Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
because he laid down his life for us.” 


hdl 
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The words in Italics are left out by Griesbach, because 
not supported by the best and most ancient naanuscripts. 

1 John iv. 3. ‘“ And every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God.” 

Griesbach omits the words in Italics. 

dl John v. 7, 8. ‘* For there are three that bear record 
én heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and 
these three are one. And there are three that bear witness 
in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and 

these three agree in one.” 
The words in Italics have occasioned much controversy. 
Many learned critics, and the number of them are daily in- 
creasing, maintain that the sense of the context requires 
the received reading. Without these words, they conceive 
that the passage would be grossly inaccurate in a gramma- 
tical point of view; and maintain that they are sufficiently 
supported by the Latin version, the Codex Montfortianus, 
the Codex Guelphorbytamus, the authority of Tertullian, 
Cyprian, and others.—But, on the other hand, it is ar- 
gued, that they are not in any Greek manuscript older than 
the fifteenth century, nor in any Latin one older than the 
ninth century—that they are not to be found in the Syriac, 
the Arabic, the Coptic, or the Ethiopic versions—that they 
are omitted by all the Greek and Latin Fathers—and that 
so doubtful did they appear to the publishers of the English 
Bibles in the reigns of Henry the Eighth and Edward the 
Sixth, that they were either printed in small types, or in- 
closed in brackets. Erasmus rejected them. Luther omit- 
ted them. Some of the most learned and orthodox divines 
of modern times have considered them to be spurious. 
Griesbach; Wetstein; Marsh’s Michaelis; Letters to E. 
Gibbon, Esq. by Travis; and Porson’s Letters to Travis.’ 
Revelations i, 10, 11. ‘And I heard behind me a great 
M 
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voice, saying, Lam Alpha and Omega, the First and the 
Last, and what thou seest write in a book.” 

Griesbach rejects the words im Italics as wanting in many 
of the best manuscripts and versions. But as the same 
words are spoken in the person of Christ at the seventeenth 
and eighteenth verses, and are admitted by all to be ge- 
nuine and authentic, it is of little or no consequence to our 
argument, whether the words under review are or are not 
spurious. 

I have just to add, Sk I intentionally omitted to make 
use of Jeremiah xxiii. 6. in Sect. II. of Ch. 2; because, al- 
though the common translation is at present very justly and 
generally considered the right one,—it has been cbjected to 
by the learned and orthodox Dr Blayney, who proposes this 
translation of the latter clause: ‘* And this is the name 
by which the Lord shall call him, our teh ee 
&¢ Ap eaitiog s Jeremiah ; Pearson on the Creed.” 


Note C. 


Believing, as we do, in the divinity of Christ, upon the 
grounds which we have surveyed in the preceding Inquiry, 
it is not difficult for us to acquiesce in the opinion, that, in 
the passage to which this note refers, our Saviour adopts the 
appellation by which he was known as the Angel of the Co- 
venant under the former dispensation—JZ am. But this 
does not appear to be absolutely certain ; and the interpre- 
tation of Schleusner and Campbell -has been adopted in the 
above passage, as being, upon the whole, most unexcep- 
tionable, and as affording an irrefragable proof of our Sa- 
viour’s pre-existence. 

I remark in this place, for the information of the unlearn- 
ed reader, that Schleusner, to whom we so often refer, is an 
orthodox divine, of high reputation among biblical scholars 
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of every denomination. Mr Yates, in his “‘ Vindication of 
Unitarianism,” justly styles him “ the immensely learned 
Schleusner.” It may also be added, that every one must 
place the late Dr Campbell of Aberdeen im the first ranks 
of biblical scholars. It is pleasing to reflect, that, with few 
exceptions, profound and learned theologians have been zea- 
lous in the defence of orthodox Christianity. 


Note D. 
In Griesbach’s edition, Philippians 11. 6, '7, 8, stands thus: 


“Os tv moedy F:0d dmdeyov, ols agmarywov myhouro Td tivae iow Ie, 
"AAN éavriy extvace woeOiy dovaov Aakay, ty suommats avIearwy rin 
veresves nol oxmuenrs svestels ws avIewmros* "Erameivwoty tavtdy, yivon 
fe05 Uminoos peeves Taverov, averov de oraveoy. — | 

In the received text there is only a comma after avguzes, | 
But Griesbach’s punctuation has not been adopted even by 
the Unitarians; Nares ‘“* On the Unitarian Version,” 
p- 180. For a confirmation of the interpretation which I 
have given of ixdéexay, vide Middleton ‘“‘ On the Greek 
Article,” p. 538, &c. 

Dr Richard Price says, “ I reckon this one of the most 
striking passages m the New Testament ;” “‘ Sermons on 
the Christian Doctrine,” p. 154. .The Unitarians differ 
much from each other in the interpretation of it, as may 
appear from the following declaration of Dr Priestley, as 
quoted by Price, p. 395: “ The supposition that Christ 
had any power either to avoid or mitigate his sufferings, 
would reflect the greatest dishonour upon his character, and 
have a very bad effect on his example; by creating a sus- 
picion, that he did not suffer as others suffer, and that he 
might have even shortened his sufferings, by dismissing 
himself from life sooner than it could have naturally hap- 
pened, and thus authorising suicide.” 

5 
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Note E. 


The verb sve is used according to the sense in which it 
is generally taken in this passage in Hebrews xi. 3; iv. 3; 
and James 111. 9. It is used either in the sense of material 
creation, or as a substantive verb. In the latter sense we 
think it ought to be understood in Heb. i. 4, “ being so 
much better than the angels.” But the Unitarian editors 
of their “‘ Improved Version,” taking advantage of the cir- 
cumstance, that it 1s sometimes used in the sense of crea- 
tion, have rendered it, in this last passage, by the verb 
made, thereby endeavouring to give some countenance to 
their favourite hypothesis. 'The Septuagint, with which 
the inspired writers of the New Testament were intimately 
conversant, abound with the use of this verb in the sense of 
creation. Jobi. 2, “ And there were born (070) unto 
him seven sons, and three daughters.” In allusion to a 
passage which we have already considered, Dr Jamieson 
justly remarks, “‘ It is clear that Christ proclaims himself 
to be a divine person. For when Abraham is spoken of, 
the verb ysoyeat is used ; but «+1s introduced to express the 
existence of the Saviour. The first properly denotes such a 
being as implies beginning, and refers to birth or creation ; 
but the other is always used when self-existence is meant. 
The same distinction is here observed as in the introduc- 
tion to this Gospel. Whereas the Evangelist says, In the 
beginning, ny, was the word; the existence of all creatures 
is very differently expressed, All things, eywst0, were made 
by him. ‘Thus our Lord opposes his own eternal existence 
to the making, or, which is the same thing, to the birth of 
. Abraham.”—Jamieson’s ‘‘ Vindication of the Deity of 
Christ,” p. 262. 
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Note F. 


‘“¢ The notion of a Trinity, more or less removed from 
the purity of the Christian faith, is found to have been a 
leading principle in all the ancient schools of philosophy, 
and in the religions of almost all nations; and traces of an 
early popular belief of it appear even in the abominable 
rites of idolatrous worship. If reason was insufficient for 
this great discovery, what could be the means of informa- 
tion, but what the Platonists themselves assign, ¢0 regadorog 
@xwrogiz, a theology derived from God, z. e. a revelation? 
This is the acgount which Platonists, who were no Chris- 
tians, have given of the origin of their master’s doctrine. 
But from what revelation could they derive their light, who 
lived before the Christian, and claimed no light from the 
Mosaic ? For whatever some of the earlier Fathers may 
have imagined, there is no evidence that Plato or Pytha- 
goras were at all acquainted with the Mosazc writings ; not 
to insist, that the worship of a Trinity is traced to an ear- 
lier age than that of Plato, or Pythagoras, or even of Mo- 
ses. Their information could be only drawn from  tradi- 
tions founded upon earlier revelations ; from scattered frag- 
ments of the ancient patriarchal creed—that creed which 
was universal before the defection of the first idolaters, and 
which the corruptions of idolatry, gross and enormous as 
they were, could never totally obliterate. Thus, the doc- 
trine of the Trinity is rather confirmed than discredited by 
the suffrage of the heathen sages, since the resemblance of 
the Christian faith and the Pagan philosophy in this arti- 
cle, when fairly interpreted, appears to be nothing less than 
the consent of the latest and earliest revelations.”—Bishop 
Horsley’s “« Charge,” p. 49, &c. Upon this subject, vide 
Bishop Kidder’s «‘ Demonstration of the Messias ;” and Dr 
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Craven’s “* Discourses on the Jewish and Christian Dispen~ 
sations, compared with other Institutions,” &c. 


Note G. 


The Targumists were reckoned high authorities in the 
Jewish church. Their versions and paraphrases of the 
Scriptures, which were called 'Targumin, were publicly 
read in the synagogue long before the birth of our Saviour. 
‘The most important and celebrated of them were Onkelos 
on the Law, and Jonathan on the Prophets. They dis- 
tinctly ascribe to the ‘* Word of God” every possible per- 
sonal property, with every divine attribute; so that there 
can be no doubt, that, by this “ Word,” they meant not 
an accident, but a distinct subsistence. To obviate the ar- 
gument which we thence deduce in favour of our opinion, 
the modern Jews, and, after them, the modern Unitarians, 
contend, that the term “‘ Word,” is substituted for the re- 
ciprocal pronoun ¢ Self,” and applied in this manner to 
men as well as to God. But we reply, that 1x22, Memar, 
is never used for 123, Dabar, to denote the word of pro- 
phecy ; and from this we have a strong proof, that these 
Targumists affixed a peculiar and eminent meaning to 
‘© Memar.” In a few instances, from the more recent and 
less authenticated Targumin, this term is applied to men ; 
but by Onkelos and Jonathan it is never so applied. They 
uniformly use it to designate a distinct subsistence in the 
Godhead of one essence. 

Jonathan on the Prophets must not be confounded with 
Jonathan on the Pentateuch. The former is of ancient and. 
high authority; the latter is every thing the reverse. Philo- 
Judeus lived within a few years of these celebrated 'Targu- 
mists, with whom he agrees in every thing material upon 

this subject. Probably he derived his sentiments from 
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them: possibly they drew from one common and original 
fountain. wis 

Upon this subject I have followed Bishop Kidder, who, 
in the third part of his «‘ Demonstration,” gives a full view 
of Philo’s opinions. _ Vide also “ The Judgment of the 
Jewish Church,” by Allix ; and Prideaux’s “‘ Connections,” 
vol. u, p. 531. 


Note H. 


The miraculous conception of our Lord has of late been 
much disputed, and an examination of the controversy will 
lead, I am convinced, to a cordial reception of the disputed 
chapters in which this fact is contamed. But as even ma- 
ny of the Unitarians believe in it, I shall not enter into the 
arguments for and against it. 'The subject is ably treated by 
Dr Bell, on “ The Mission of John the Baptist ;” and by 
Dr Lawrence, in his ‘ Critical Reflections.” “ It will 
suffice to observe,” says Mr Wakefield, the most classical 
and learned of the Unitarians, “ that these chapters of 
Matthew are found in all the old MSS., and are retained 
in the Syriac, Latim, Coptic, Ethiopic, Arabic, and Persic 
versions. ‘They rest, therefore, upon the same foundation 
as the other Scriptures, and should be regarded with equal 
respect, until better proof of their spuriousness can be pro- 
duced.” —** Inquiry,” p. 47, But, further, the reader can- 
not fail to remark, that our belief in this fact does not en- 
tirely depend upon the genuineness of Matthew’s narra- 
tive, 


Note I. 
he term Elohim generally occurs in this plural form. 
This circumstance by itself would not be of much conse- 
quence; but resting the doctrine upon firmer ground, the 
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plural form of this and other words may be advanced as 
a secondary and corroborative testimony in favour ‘of our 
Lord’s divinity. It is difficult to account, upon any sup- 
position different from the orthodox, for the original adop- 
tion of the plurals in question. ‘The Jews account for it 
by supposing, that he is so called because his work is per- 
formed by the ministration of angels. In like manner, 
when he says, ‘* Let us make man in our own image, ac- 
cording te our own likeness,” he so speaks, because he is con- 
ferring with his angels in council Some of them have 
maintained, that this is the natural and becoming language 
of a sovereign, and especially.of the King of kings. But 
we observe, that in the simple and strietly grammatical 
construction of the Old Testament, there is, in this respect, 
no distinction in the mode of address to the highest and the 
lowest of the people. The orthodox contend, that this lan- 
guage isemployed because in the Godhead there is a pluri- 
personality which was made known to the Jews of old, and 
fully disclosed in the last revelation by Jesus Christ, who is 
“over all God, blessed for ever.” ——Allix’s “Judgment,” &e. 
p- 115, &c.; Jones’ * Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity,” 
p. 50, &e.; Sharp, “ On Hebrew Syntax,” passim. 
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